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JOHN RENTOUL 
Political Correspondent 

The labour Ehriy is facing the 
same deepdivisions over Eu- 
rope as the Topes, according to 
an authoritative survey that re- 
veals forthe first time the scale 
of oppoatkmin the party to fur- 
ther European integration. 

Labour MPS are generally 
said tobemore pro-European 
than Conservatives, but the 
sury^ highlights the scale of dis- 
sent tlwt Tony Blair will ha veto 
face when' he becomes prime 
minister. 

’/The findings show that 
Labour MPs are evenly divid- 
ed oyer ^ving further powers to 
EU institutions, and a strong 
anti-European hard core - 21 
per cent - believes that a single 
European currency would mean 
“the end of the UK as a sover- 
eign nation". 


The sensitivity of the study is 
underlined by "the fact that 
Labour whips ordered MPs not 
to take part as soon as they 
heard it was underway. But the 
research team, led by Professor 
Andrew Gamble of Sheffield 
University, still managed be- 
tween November 1995 and Feb- 
ruary' this year to interview a 
politically balanced sample of a 
third of Labour MPs - includ- 
ing front-benchers. Two years 
ago. Professor Gamble, a lead- 
ing political scientist, produced 
a survey of Tory MPs which 
showed the depth of their hos- 
tility to the EU, and which 
drove John Major to a more 
sceptical stance. 

The new study suggests that 
opposition to a single currency 
extends well beyond Labour's 
hard core. By a margin of 42 to 
38 per cent, with 20 per cent un- 
decided, Labour MPs agree 


split on Europe revealed 


that “Britain should never per- 
mit its monctaiy policy to be de- 
termined by an independent 
European Central Bank” - 3 
condition of the single curren- 
cy under the Maastricht Ihsaxy. 
The figures imply that Mr Blair 
could face serious opposition 
from a coalition 01 Euro- 
sceptics and traditionalist sup- 
porters of reflation if he seeks 
to lake Britain into a single cur- 
rency in the next Parliament. 

Mr Blair may also face diffi- 
culties if Labour is in power 
when the Inter-Governmental 
Conference (1GC) to revise 
the Maastricht Treaty concludes 
- almost certainly after the 
British general election. 

Asked if the iGC should in- 
crease the supranational pow- 
ers of EU institutions, 38 per 
cent of Labour MPs agreed and 
38 per cent disagreed, with 24 
per cent undecided. 


Labour MPs In Europe 


"Britain should never permit 
its monetary policy to be 
determined by an independent 
European /Central Bank 1 
Don't know Agree 42% 

I 


"There should be a national 
referendum before the UK 
enters a single currency" 

Don’t know 

10% j _ Agree 50% 


— - — Disagree 38% t Disagree * 


The survey also suggests a 
gap between opinion on the 
backbenches and among 
Labour shadow ministers, 
which could pose dangers tu a 
Blair government Although 28 
per cent of backbenchers think 
a single currency means the end 
of the UK, for example, none 
of the frontbenchers agreed. 


» ' Disagree 40% 

Another split is between old- 
er and younger MPs. In contrast 
to the' Tories. Labour is be- 
coming more pro-European, 
as a more Ell-minded genera- 
tion takes over. None of the 
1987-1992 intake, for example, 
wants Britain to withdraw from 
the EU, against 15 per cent of 
older MPS. 


The survey confirms the his- 
toric switch' between Labour 
and Tory parties, with the Tories 
now markedly more hostile to 
the EU than Labour MPS. 

While 2S per cent of back- 
bench Labour MPs said the sin- 
gle currency- would mean the 
end of the UK as a sovereign na- 
tion. just over 50 per cent of 
backbench Tories agreed in Ihe 
survey carried out twio years ago. 

Thirty per cent of Labour 
MPs agree “sovereignty cannot 
be pooled", but 60 per cent of 
Tories agreed. 

And only IS per cent of 
Labour MPs want an “Act of Su- 
premacy'" to assert explicitly 
the ultimate power of West- 
minster over EU law - com- 
pared with 56 per cent of 
Tory MPs two years ago. 
(The Labour figure falls to 7 
per cent among new MPs - 
those elected in 1987 or 


1992 - and to zero among 
frontbenchers.) 

Only a quarter of Labour 
MPs back the extreme Euro- 
sceptic demand that the Euro- 
pean Commission should lose 
the right to initiate legislation 
- a position held by 61 per cent 
of Tories. Unlike' the Tories, 
most Labour MPs have no ob- 
jections to a single European 
army, although they want to re- 
tain Britain's veto in foreign and 
defence policy. 

The survey suggests that 
Labour divisions could have 
influenced Mr Blair's decision 
not to match John Major's 
promise of a referendum on a 
single currency. While Labour 
backbenchers support the idea 
by 56-34 per cent, frontbenchers 
are opposed by 50-35 per cent. 

The Labour leader has not 
yet decided what his attitude to 
a single currency will be, should 


he be in government and Ger- 
many and France decide, early 
in 1998 to launch it on the Maas- 
tricht target date of 1 January 
1999. Selling the idea to his MPs 
will be-cruciaUy dependent on 
economic circumstances, be- 
cause nearly 80 per cent of 
Labour MPs say the UK should 
not seek to meet the conver- 
gence criteria “if the result is in- 
creased unemployment in 
Britain". And 31 per cent of 
backbenchers say “a single cur- 
rency as set out in the Maas- 
tricht Treaty wSJ institutionalise 
neo-liberal economic policy”. 

Professor Gamble and Steve 
Ludlam at Sheffield, and David 
Baker and David Seawright at 
Nottingham Trent university 
interviewed 90 of Labour's 271 
MPs (now 272 after the 
Staffordshire South East by- 
election), including 29 front- 
benchers. 
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Cevival hit 
y rate rise 
warning 
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DIANE COYLE 

I Economics Editor 

The Government’s favourable 
run of good news on the econo- 
my-continued yesterday with fig- 
ures showing an unexpected fall 
mimcmployrnent last month. 

However, the latest confir- 
mation that the economy is re- 
viving dashed hopes of further 
reductions in the cost of bor- 
rowing. Eddie George, Gover- 
nor of the Bank of England, 
warned that interest rales might 
have to rise if demand contin- 
ues to accelerate. 

. The number of people claim- 
ing unemployment benefit fell 
to its lowest level for nearly five 
years last month. The headline 
jobless total dropped unex- 
pettedly by 27,500, falling be- 
low Z2 million for the first time 
since April 1991. 

Mr George, speaking on 
Chancellor Kenneth Clarke’s 
home turf, added his support to 
this new boost for the Govern- 
ment’s hopes that if can go into 
the general election with the 
economy in good shape. 

“The prospects for sustained 
economic growth with cootin- 
uing low inflation remain, for 
the time being, just about as 
encouraging as they have been 
for a veiy long time," he said in 

a^speech to the Nottingham- 
shire Chamber of Commerce 
last night 

# 1 ' However, the Governor 
. warned that it was essential to 
. show a co mmi tment to perma- 
nently low inflation. “Inflation 
certainly, won’t stay dead of its 
own accord," he said. 

■ This echoed his comments in 
last month’s meeting with Mr 
Qarke, at which they agreed to 
cut the cost of borrowing for the 
third time in four months. Ac- 
cording to minutes of the meet- 
ing released yesterday, Mr 
i George said there was a possi- 
. bility that interest rates would 
have to rise if there was dear- 
er evidence that the growth in 
output had begun to accelerate. 


in miner 


Power game 

The Government plans to use 
its share in National Power to 
e nginee r a shake-up in the elec- 
tricity industry in return for al- 
lowing a US* power firm to 
proceed with a £8bn merger. 
Leading article, page 16 
Report, page 19 


The City of London read this 
as a sign that there was little 
chance of a further cut in base 
rates, as Mr Clarice wfl] be eager 
to avoid the risk of having to raise 
them before tbe general dectiotf* 
A rise in the underlying growth 
of average earnings to 3.5 per 
cent in February, after seven 
months stuck at 3.25 per cent 
pointed to the same conclusion. 

Tbe International Monetary 
Fund agreed. Its latest eco- 
nomic forecasts, published yes- 
terday, said that there was little 
room for micrest-iate cuts in tbe 
United Kingdom. As a result, 
shares fell yesterday from the 
record they set after upbeat ; 
news about the state of the I 
economy earlier in the week. 

The unemployment count 
has declined by 794,500 from its 
peak of just under 3 million in 
December 1992, and by 165,200 
in the past 12 months. Last 
month's big fall more than re- 
versed the small increase in job- 
lessness in February, although 
the figures have been distorted 
by a strike at JobCentres and 
benefit offices. Government 
statisticians said the trend de- 
cline was about 10,000 a month. 

The more respected unem- 
ployment measure based on 
the' quarterly Labour Force 
Surv^ showed a fall of 133,000 
in the year to Februaiy. 

Tbe number of people in 
work rose by 118,000 in the 
three months to February, ac- 
cording to the LFS. Of these 
new jobs, 88,000 were part- 
time, and 75,000 of these part- 
timers were women. 

Labour’s employment 
spokesman, Michael Meacher, 
said there were 1.4 million peo- 
ple who had been forced into 
part-time or temporary jobs 
when they would have pre- 
ferred full-time work. “The 
Government cannot claim eco- 
nomic success while this waste 
of human resources continues 
on such a vast scale,” be said. 

£3bo borrowing excess, 
page 19 



Tbe modem world's first dinosaurs - life-size models in Crystal Palace Park, south London - were yesterday placed on English Heritage’s register of London listed Buildings at Risk, 
They were created in 1852 to educate Victorians, but today the sculptures, made from cast iron, tiles and concrete, are suffering from corrosion and vandalism. Here, failing to 
frighten even a duck, is a plesiosaur, a marine reptile which was not strictly speaking a dinosaur but was a contemporary of theirs in the Jurassic era. Photograph: Nicholas Turpin 


Royal marriage is 
over in five minutes 


REBECCA FOWLER 

It was an inauspicious end to a 
decade of royal marriage, 
brought to a close in five min- 
utes in a cramped courtroom 
with scaffolding outside. The 
Duke and Duchess of York 
began thefr divorce proceedings 
yesterday- alongside 28 other 
couples , insisting they re- 
mained “the bestest of friends". 

The hearing involved the 
couples’ names being read out 
by a cheery clerk to Jndge Ger- 
ald AngeL who also presided 
over the divorces of Camilla 
Parker-BowJes and the Princess 
Royal. Bottom of the list were 
their Royal Highnesses, the 
Yorks, case number 2662/96, 
whose wedding 10 years ago 
brought London to a standstill. 


At 1034 the judge arrived to 
grant the decree nisis for un- 
contested divorces, including an 
accountant, a secretary and a 
company director in the list. 

The proceedings were inter- 
rupted only momentarily by an 
anxious unemployed car me- 
chanic who wanted to appeal 
against his costs. By 1039 it was 
all over. 

In stark contrast to Court 
Nol at Somerset House in Lon- 
don, more reminiscent of a 
dentist’s waiting room, the 
Duchess was emerging from a 
chalet in Verbier, tbe exclusive 
Swiss ski resort 

She told a throng of re- 
porters it was an “understate- 
ment" to describe it as the 
saddest day of her life. 

The Duchess, 36, who is ex- 


pected to receive a £2m settle- 
ment when the divorce is made 
absolute after six weeks and one 
day, was accompanied by the 
couple's two daughters. Euge- 
nie, seven, and Beatrice, six. did 
not return to school this week 
to protect them from the me- 
dia attention. 

But the Duchess said the 
girls were “happy and secure", 
and she remained the “bestest 
of friends" with the Duke, who 
petitioned for the divorce. 

She said: “1 speak to him 
every day. The children are 
well, I’m well, the Duke is well, 
everyone's well. I’ll lake each 
day as it comes. Every day is a 
new day." 

As the Duke reported back 
for naval duties yesterday in 
Dorset, the Duchess also denied 



ALUMMRJM SUSPENSION 
6% LESS UNSPRUNG MASS 


that the Queen had prompted 
them to bring their marriage 10 
an end, following their four year 
separation, and she insisted it 
was a personal decision. 

In London, after the pro- 
ceedings had finished the sun 
finally came out, but it was mis- 
erable echo of the royal wedding 
in 1986 when tbe hoods were 
taken off the royal carriages and 
TURN TO PAGE 2 


Tesco goes into battle with ‘own label’ bank 


Today’s weather 

Diy in the South-east, rain else- 
where. SectionTVwj, page 29 





NIGEL COPE 

Tesco is planning to take cm Ihe 
high-street banks with the 
launch of an “own IabeT deposit 
account and a credit card that 
will run in conjunction rwth its 
highly successful Clubcard foy- 
alty scheme whkhnow : ha5$.5. 
mi Hi nn members. 

The supermarket giant, 
which announced a huge singe 
in profits on Thesday, has been, 
holding talks with Nat West 
bank about a joint venture infi- 
nandal services which could see 
Tfesco use its brand, name to 
launch personal equity -plans 


(PEPs), pensions and life in- 
surance products. It is thought 
foal the launch of a credit card 
is a couple of months away. 

As well as a new source of 
profits, the move into banking 
would give . Tesco access to 
much more information about 
its shoppers, Building a better 
database on its customers has 
always’ been a k^ part Of tbe 
Qubcani scheme since it was 
launched last jRrbriiaiy. 

Tfesco refused to confirm its 
plans but aid it was always look- 
ing" for ways to develop its 


.offers deals with-DIY chain 


B&Q and travel agents Lunn 
Pbly. 

“Wj are continuing talking to 
a number of companies in or- 
der to find further opportuni- 
ties for Clubcard but cannot 
comment on. any specific ex- 
amples," a Tfcsco spokesman 
said 

NatWest confirmed that talks 
had taken place with Tesco but 
refused to be drawn on any def- 
inite plans. It is thought that a 
Tesco credit card would only be 
offered to Onboard holders 
and would offer a lower inter- 
est rate than traditional rivals 
such as Visa and Access. It 


would also offer benefits such 
as Air Miles. It is less dear how 
a Tesco bank account would 
work, though the supermarket 
group is unlikely to apply for a 
banking licence, hence the link 
with NatWesL It is thought 
that Tesco feds it could do a tet- 
ter job on customer service 
than the high street banks. 

Tesco would not be the first 
retailer to move into financial 
services. Marks & Spencer an- 
nounced similar plans in De- 
cember 1994 including pension 
plans and life insurance. 

Budgens launched a Visa 
credit card in January in con- 


junction with Beneficial Bank of 
America which was keen to 
break into the UK market The 
Budgens card entitles shop- 
pers to a 5 per cent discount on 
shopping as well as interest 
free credit of up to £1000. 

The supermarket groups 
have been expanding into new 
areas and now operate petrol 
stations, florists, dry deaners, 
pharmacies, photo-processing 
laboratories andpost offices. 

One Q'ty analyst said yester- 
day that a move into banking 
seemed likely. “I wouldn't be at 
all surprise to see them go 
down that route." 
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Today’s MacGregor ruffles ‘unprofessional’ Mawhinney 



Mawhinney: Robust 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

Brian Mawhinney, the Tory 
chairman, was under fire from 
within his own ranks yesterday 
after an outburst in which he 
claimed that a BBC interview- 
er was urging the Tory party to 
“dump the Prime Munster" 
The row exposed tensions 
within the Tory high command 
in the wake of last Thursday’s 
crushing defeat in the Stafford’ 
shire South East by-election as 
it emerged that John Major is 
ruling out both an early Cabi- 


net reshuffle and a lurch to the 
tax-cutting agenda of the right. 

While Mr Mawhinney later 
mounted a robust defence of his 
attack on the Todty programme 
interviewer Sue MacGregor 
some senior Tbiy backbenchers 
privately accused him of a se- 
rious misjudgement. One 
prominent right-winger said his 
outburst was “crass" and “un- 
profesnonaT -not least because 
he, rather than Ms MacGregor, 
had explicitly raised the issue of 
“dumping the Prime Minister." 

The dash with Ms MacGre- 
gor, which overshadowed the 


launch of the lories’ local elec- 
tion campaign, arose in a dis- 
cussion on the popularity gap 
the Ihnes need to dose benwea 
now and the general election. 
The BBC interviewer said; 
“Nowin 1990 you did something 
dramatic You got rid of the pofi 
tax you also got rid if Mn 
Thatcher. Aren't you going to 
have to do something as dra- 
matic as that not to lose so many 
seats? 

Mr Mawhinney replied: u Qh 
come on. Sue, let's stay in the 
real world, can we? What you 
have just suggested to me in 


front of the nation is that we 
should dump the Prime Minis- 
ter .. . that is a ludicrous and 
indefensible question and if 
you think fm annoyed with you 
it is because it is that kind of 
smeary question by Todfcy pro- 
gramme presenters which so an- 
noys people ” 

The exchange follows friction 
between Conservative Central 
Office between Downing Street 
over who is to blame for the by- 
election defeat Criticisms have 
been made of the campaign and 
there have been counter-sug- 
gestions that John Major over- 


ruled a proposal to postpone the 
by-election until the- day of lo- 
cal elections on 2 May. There 
are alsothoughtto be sharp dif- 
ferences over thedearainlily of 
a Cabinet reshuffle, as the par- 
ty chairman is said to want Mr 
Major, it has emerged, does not 
want any “ritual bloodletting*. 

John Prescott. Labour's 
deputy leader, said: “Now Bri- 
an Mawhinney has given, a new 
phrase -‘dump the Prime Min- 
ister 1 . It is not our phrase. It is 
what Tbry MBs and lory activists 
are muttering which b why it 
was on his mind." 



MacGregor: Interview 


Howard ‘ignored 
common sense’ 
in Bulger case 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

Coupons in the Sun newspaper 
rather than expert social inquiry 
reports led to the Home 
Secretary’s “unlawful" derision 
to fix 15-year minimum sen- 
tences on the two schoolboy 
killers of the toddler Jamie 
Bulger, the High Court was told 
yesterday. 

Michael Howard's decision to 
make examples of the two 10 
year-olds - punishing “in a blaze 


of publicity” as if they were 
adults - “flew in the free of 
common sense and the penal 
code of every civilised soci- 
ety”, said Edward Fitzgerald 
QC 

Mr Howard should have put 
the cut-out Sun coupons, in 
which readers urged whole life 
sentences to be imposed, in the 
bin, said Mr Fitzgerald. 
Instead, he should have called 
for social inquiry, psychiatric 
and other relevant reports. Not 
only did he ignore a require- 
ment of both domestic and 
international law to consider the 
boys’ backgrounds, he also 
ignored all mitigation on their 
behalf, said Mr Fitzgerald. 

"No other country would 
have a situation such as Lhis 
where a child os young as lUcan 
have a punitive sentence 
imposed by a politician,” he 
said. The boys should be 
entitled to a regular review of 
their detention, he argued. 

After recent clashes between 
Mr Howard and top judges 
over crime and punishment, 
the QC argued that sentencing 
was a matter for the judiciary - 
not the executive. 

Mr Fitzgerald was launching 
a judicial review on behalf of 
Jon Venables and Robert 
Thompson of the Home Sec- 
retary's decision. 



Jamie: Young killers were 
‘made example of’ 

The two boys were just ten- 
and-a-half. when three years agp 
they abducted two-year-old 
Jamie from a shopping precinct 
and killed him on an isolated 
railway line in Walton, Liver- 
pool. 

They were sentenced “to be 
detained at Her Majesty's 
pleasure" - the indeterminate 
and compulsory sentence for 
juvenile killers. But their trial 
judge, Mr Justice Morland. 
recommended that they should 
serve a minimum eight- 
year “tariff" -the proportion of 
their sentence which refleas 
punishment and deterrence, 
before they can be considered 
for parole. 

Lord Chief Justice Taylor 
recommended a 10- 
year tariff, but the Home Sec- 
retary. who makes the final de- 
cision. ruled that it should be 15 
years. 

Mr Fitzgerald said there was 
no challenge to the correctness 
of the convictions for what was 
“a horrifying crime” and both 
accepted responsibility for the 
tragic death of their victim. 
Nor was there any challenge to 
the need to detain the children 


for as long as was necessary to 
protea the public - however 
long that proved to be. 

He told Lord Justice Pill and 
Mr Justice Newman that what 
was at issue was that Mr 
Howard’s tariff decision 
unlawfully centred on 
“retribution and deterrence". 

Mr Fitzgerald argued they 
had no place for chfldrea as 
young as 10, who were only just 
past the age of criminality - an 
age for lower that most other 
countries. 

It ignored the fad that the 
children would mature and 
change and ignored statistics 
which showed that children 
rarely killed He knew of no 
other cases this century where 
a child killer had been as young 
as Venables and Thompson 
and one as young as 14 emerged 
only about once every five years. 

“It’s quite clear that this sort 
of crime is committed because 
of some aberration or problem 
in the young child.” 

“Who are yon deterring?" 
asked Mr Fitzgerald. “Other 
children of 10?" 

He maintained Mr Howard 
had no right to consider peti- 
tions, some gathered by Jamie 
Bulger s own family, caning for 
harsh minimum sentences. Of 
22,630 letters received by the 
Minister. 21,281 were Sun 
coupons urging whole life sen- 
tences. 

He said they were not expert 
evidence but merely represen- 
tations from one seaion of the 
community. 

“What are the 
consequences of thaL Should 
legal aid be made available for 
detainees to condua their own 
opinion polls? Any judge would 
throw them in the bin,” he 
said. 

Mr Howard is contesting the 
case, which continues today. 
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Cow protest A farmer in Truro, Cornwall, eating a beef pasty while demonstrating in the town centre accompanied 
by Dolly, a prize heifer who would have to be killed If a 36-month cull were enforced Photograph: Sam Morgan Moore 

Msgor to meet EU chief in 



SARAH HELM 

Brussels 

John Major and Jacques San- 
ter. President of the EU Com- 
mission, are to meet in Moscow 
tomorrow to try to resolve the 
beef crisis, with no end in sight 
to the world-wide ban which is 
crippling the British industry. 

Mr Santer has agreed to 
meet the Prime Minister on the 
sidelines of a G7 summit on nu- 
clear safety as Britain prepares 
a legal challenge to Brussels 
over the ban’s legality. 

As the Agriculture Commis- 
sioner, Franz Fischler. told 
MEPs there was no question of 
lifting the ban without more ev- 
idence of effective government 
action to eradicate “mad cow" 
disease, officials in Brussels in- 
sisted this action was legally 
sound. But Brussels sources 
have disclosed that the Com- 
mission’s legal experts, who 
doubted the legal power to ban 
exports to Third World coun- 
tries, were “bullied” into ac- 
cepting the wide terms of the 
ban by senior officials. “The at- 
titude was: act now, think about 


the legal consequences later.” 

When the ban was imposed, 
the Commission fell under pres- 
sure to respond to demands of 
member-states. But three weeks 
later, there is a realisation in 
Brussels that the Commission 
may have shot itself in the foot 
by handing Britain a cheap vio- 
tory in the courts. 

From the Brussels vantage- 
point, the British legal action 
looks designed to divert atten- 
tion from the real problem. 
Yesterday Douglas Hogg, the 
agriculture minister, had still 
railed to offer a convincing 
eradication plan which might 
convince his EU partners to lift 
the ban. 

Despite the package of anti- 
BSE measures announced by 
Mr Hogg on Tbesday, the EU 
Agriculture Commissioner, 
Franz Fischler, said in Stras- 
bourg that Britain would have 
to go further to get the global 
trade boycott lifted. "We have 
heard what the British had to 
say yesterday. Ws are waiting for 
further measures." Mr Fischler 
said the next move was up to 
London. 


Officials say the Commis- 
sion expects Mr Hogg to come 
to Brussels next week with spe- 
cific proposals for targeting 
productive herds with a record 
of BSE, in addition to the 
planned cull of older dairy an- 
imals and destruction of meat 
from animate older than 30 
months. 

The overall eradication plan 


culture ministers scheduled to 
meet in Luxembourg on 30 
ApriL Until that, they said, Mr 
Fischler’s hand were tied. But 
there were indications last night 
that the Commission could 
agree to an early lifting of the 
ban for Northern Ireland and 
Scotland in recognition of the 
lower incidence of the disease 
there. The Commission says 
the legal action to lift the world- 
wide ban is irrelevant to the ex- 
istence of the ban, as it might 
not be heard for months, if not 
years. 

However, Whitehall sources 
yesterday said British lawyers 
are planning to call for an in- 
terim injunction to lift the ban 
and this action could be beard 


in the European Court within 
two months. 

The legal challenge could 
become the most significant 
test of Commission powers in 
recent years and the Govern- 
ment wifl make every effort to 
make political capital from any 
weakness in its argument. 

Tory MPs are expected to be 
among beef exporters at a ral- 
ly next week at which the Gov- 
ernment will be attacked for 
excluding exporters from the 
Elba compensation package 
announced on Tbesday. 

The exporters will tell min- 
isters the 6eef mdustiy faces col- 
lapse if a rescue package is not 
urgently drawn up. They sy that 
the Government has failed to 
address foe collapse of foe ex- 
port industry, worth £520m a 
year, which came to a standstill 
after the world-wide ban on 
British was imposed at the end 
of last month. 

The International Meat 
Trade Association, representing 
the beef exporters, said thou- 
sands of jobs are under threat 
as they wait for news of com- 
pensation measures. 


Praise for 
fire service 
efficiency 

Fire brigades are among foe 
most consistently outstanding 
services provided by local gov- 
ernment, according to figures 
published yesterday. 

A report on me perfor- 
mances of police forces and fire 
brigades published by the Au- 
dit Commission, the public 
spending watchdog, says that on 
average fire brigades met na- 
tionally-set target times for re- 
sponding to calls 95 per cent of 
the time in 1994/95, a 1 per cent 
increase on the previous year. 

“By this measure, the fire ser- 
vice is one of the most consis- 
tently high-performing services 
in local government, with almost 
all brigades achieving national 
standards for at least nine out 
of 10 calls," the report says. 

Oxfordshire achieved the 
best figure, 995 per cent, with 
the worst figure of 81 2 per cent 
being recorded by Suffolk. 
However Cleveland, which last 
year relumed the worst figure, 
this year failed to proride the 
relevant statistic at all and said 
the figures were flawed. 

The report also noted with 
concern a 7 per cent increase in 
the number of false alarm calls, 
which incurred some £40m ex- 
penditure responding to them. 


Commuters to 
get new trains 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Kent commuters travelling on 
some of the oldest trains on the 
rail network were promised 
new trains within three years un- 
der the terms of a franchise put 
on the market yesterday by 
Roger Salmon, the franchising 
director. 

The successful bidder for the 
franchise for South Eastern 
Trains will be required to pro- 
vide new rolling stock, accord- 
ing to Mr Salmon, who said: “I 
am inviting bids on the basis of 
a 15-year franchise, which re- 
quires replacement within three 
years of South Eastern’s slam- 
door rolling stock." Normally 
franchises are for seven years 
which does not allow sufficient 
time for bidders to buy new 
trains. 

The existing tr ains, some of 
which date back to 1957, are 
Hkefy to reach the end of the line 
by 1999. The franchise is ex- 
pected to be awarded by the aid 
of the summer. Opponents of 
privatisation, point out that 
British Rail would have bought 
new trains for the line by now 
but was prevented from doing 
so by the privatisation process. 

Network South East was to 


have received 100 new Net- 
worker trains between 1995 
and 1997, many of which would 
have been for South Eastern, 
but the order was not proceed- 
ed with because of uncertainty 
over privatisation. Jonathan 
Bray, co-ordinator of the Save 
Our Railways campaign, said: 
“The whole plant at ABB York 
[now Adtranzl has now been 
dosed down because of the 
failure to proceed with the or- 
der. It is undear who will now 
be able to build these trains.” 

The line rtms from London's 
Charing Cross, Victoria and 
Cannon Street stations to des- 
tinations including Hastings, 
Ashford, Folkestone, Dover 
and Margate. 

Mr Bray said the trains would 
have bad to be replaced anyway 
and that commuters on South 
West Trains and Network 
SouthCentral - which also 
needed new trains - were not 


mchises “were not issued 
just before a key Commons 
debate”. 

A Kent MP, Sir Keith Speed, 
has been one of the Tbry wa- 
verers over rail privatisation 
partly because of trie delay over 
replacing the old rolling stock. : 


Ferris wheel 
could make 
millions 

The world’s biggest Ferris 
wheel, to be built on the banks 
of the River Thames to celebrate 

the mfllenmiun, could also turn 
out to be a big money-spinner, 
it was revealed yesterday. 

Britain’s answer to the Em- 
pire State Budding or foe Eif- 
fei Tower win stand 500 feet tall 
and cost £10ul 
But the cost could be re- 
couped in the first year as the 
giant wheel earns its ownere, foe 
Millennium Wheel Company, 
£250 for eveiy minute it rotates 
with a full load. 

The 60 glass capsules win car- 
ry 960 joy-riders at a time for a 
20-minute “flight", a passenger 
load of two miliion a year. 

- British Airways, which is 
backing the project, says its 
position above the Thames, on 
foe Sooth Bank opposite the 
Houses of Parliament will 
enable unrivalled views of Um- 
don. 

The colossal structure, which 
is expected to take two years to 
build and will we%b 1,800 tons, 
will stand on the riverside for 
five years before being moved 
to a permanent site. 

BA is investing £600,000 in 
the project which will create 40 
full-time jobs: 
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Pilot arrested in 
cannabis probe 


2d£fiosof herbal cannabis was 
found near where his light air- 
craft made an emergency land- 
ing. His passenger, who jumped 
ire „ the plane into a spinning 
propeller, is critically ill and 
fighting for his life in hospital. 

The ■CTiifc.e-engined Cheetah 
aircraft was flying from Holland 

to Cheltenham when it landed 
in a field near Basingstoke. 
Hampshire. The 43-year-old 
passenger suffered critical 
injuries to his arm and neck 
after apparently ordering the 
plane down because of bad 
weather. The pilot escaped id- 
jury but was treated for shock. 

There's the rub 

A.husband who smeared hair 
remover on the head of -a man 
who had slept with his wife was 
sentenced to 80 hours commu- 
nity service. The revenge attack 
with Fmmac cream by Sean 
Kenney, 39, of Ariesey, Bed- 
fordshire, left Jonathan Merrill 
with a large bald patch, Big- 
gleswade magistrates heard. - 

Cuts raw at the FT . 

Staff at the Financial Times 
passed a vote of no confidence 
in their editor, Richard Lam- 
bert, and deputy, Andrew Gow- 
ers, after the announcement of 
30 redundancies. Proposed cuts 
to the 312 staff include all fbiff 
staff photographers and the 
picture editor. The paper made 
a profit-of £l25m last year. - 

Stabbing charges ; 

Two 15-year-old boys accused 
over the fatal stabbing of head- 
master Philip Lawrence last 
year appeared in court Mr 
Lawrence, 48, died after inter- 
vening in a fight outside his 
school in Maida Vale, west 
London. The committal hear- 
ing, which was adjourned, is 
expected to last two days. 

The write stuff 

A script idea about a young man 
who falls in love with a travel- 
ling salesman has won the 
£10,000 Dennis Potter Play of 
the Tear Award. Glasgow play- 
wright John Milarky's outline 
for Loft A Note To Follow Soh 
wifl now be made for television. 
Potter's last two TV plays are 
being screened later thus month. 

Blaze boy dies 

A three-year-old boy who clung 
to life for more than two 
months- after suffering 94 per 
cent burns has died. Adam 
McKelvie. from Corby, North- 
amptonshire, was given a one in 
100 chance of survival after a 
fire at his home in February, 
which also killed his mother Vd- 
da, 27. A man has been charged 
in connection with the fire. 

Movie dividend 

Iburist spending in Scotland 
rose by seven per cent last year 
to £2,165m, according to new 
figures from the Scottish Iburist 
Board- Ian Grant, the Board's 
chairman, attributed some of 
the increase in visitor numbers 
to Hollywood films made in 
Scotland, including Brmvheart 
and Loch Ness. 

Cliff car suicide 

A man killed himself by driving 
his car over a 60ft cliff after call- 
ing police to the scene. W illiam 
Atkins on, 40, of South Shields. 
South Tyneside, crashed 
through metal barriers on the 
cliff edge near the Souter Light- 
house at Whitburn, Sunder- 
land. His body was recovered by 
inshore lifeboat 

Plea for elderly 

People under 30 should start 
paying into a compulsory in- 
surance scheme immediately 
to give growing numbers of 
older people adequate social 
care. Help Tbe Aged said. A re- 
port by the charity argued that 
if everyone of working age un- 
der 30 was brought into such a .- 
scheme now, their own care f 
would be fully funded by 2030 . ' 

Flying squad 

A kidnapped parrot was rescued \ 
by police from a house where ^ 
he was being held to ransom, i 
South American macaw Bruce \ 
is back on his perch at Gatwick 
Zoo. His owner, Terry Thorpe, 
haggled with the kidnapper for 
three weeks while pouce pre- 
pared a raid. Bruce was found 
at a house in Battle, Sussex. - 
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Church leader 


‘did not kiss’ 


receptionist 


Professor Donald Macleod, a 
leading churchman in the Free 
Church of Scotland was yes- 
terday cleared of one of six 
charges of indecent assault 
against him. The development 
followed a legal dispute over the 
date when he is supposed to 
have kissed a receptionist at the 
Free Church College. 

An objection was earlier 
raised by his defence council 
when the woman, who is now 
24. said the alleged incident 
happened in April, 1993. When 
the Edinbuxgh Sheriff Court re- 


her in his home, when they were 
preparing her for the trial. 

Mr Horsburgh said that the 
same situation could arise again 
if there was some question 
mark hanging over the timing 
of the final offence. He said this 
would not be fair to the accused 
and he was acquitting him of the 
final charge, in sustaining the 
motion to strike one of the six 
charges, Mr Horsburgh said: 
“In my view it would be preju- 
dicial to the defence for evi- 


course she was doing on church 
history. Prof Macleod, 55, who 
leaches systematic theology at 
the Free Church College in 
Edinburgh, denies six charges of 
indecent assault involving five 
women between 1985 and 1992. 

His lawyers have already sug- 
gested during the case that the 
charges are the result of a con- 


spiracy among some members 
church. Yesterday the 


sumed yesterday afternoon An- 


drew Hardie QC said he was 
making a motion that no more 
evidence should be taken from 
the witness. He said that the 
charge - the sixth - referred to 
the incident taking place be- 
tween March I and May 31, 
1992. He pointed out that this 
charge had already been 
amended by the Crown, who 
originally said that it took place 
in 1993. His morion was chal- 
lenged by Deput Fiscal Mar- 
garet Graham, who asked to be 
allowed to clarify the correct 
date with the woman. But Sher- 
iff John Horsburgh QC said he 
was sustaining the objection. 

He referred to an earlier le- 
gal argument in the case when 
-the defence entered a special 
plea of alibi after the date that 
the assault took place was finally 
pinned down to the end of 
July. 1985. 

Mr Hardie said at the time 
that the Crown should have got 
a precise date from the witness, 
who alleged Macleod kissed 



Macleod: Cleared of one of 
six harassment allegations 


deuce to be further taken from 
this witness. 'lie then formally 
acquitted Prof Macleod of the 
charge. 

Earlier yesterday, a fourth 
woman yesterday accused Prof 
Macleod of indecently assault- 
ing her. The 25-year-old woman 
told court that the alleged in- 
cident happened when she went 
to Prof Madeod’s office to bor- 
row a book for a university 


of the 

court was told the woman went 
to Prof Macleod’s study in the 
church college in November, 
1991, after he offered to lend 
her a book for one of her cours- 
es. She was sure he locked his 
office door and then sut on the 
arm of the chair she was sitting 
on. discussing the hook he was 
giving to her. 

She felt uncomfortable and 
got up to leave. “1 tried to get 
away as quickly as I could. As 
I was leaving, near (he door, he 
attempted to kiss me and I 
pulled away,” She left immedi- 
ately afterwards. 

The woman dented she was 
part of a conspiracy to discred- 
it Prof Macleod, but admitted 
being a friend of two other 
women who have made similar 
complaints against him. 

Under cross-examination by 
Mr Hardie. she was asked why 
it had taken her a year before 
she reported the alleged inci- 
dent and started a church in- 
quiry. She said she had not 
complained because she was do- 
ing her university finals the fol- 
lowing June and did not want 
to interrupt her studying. Lat- 
er her father was seriously ill. 


Studio on wheels keeps rolling 


A rolling piece of rock history 
goes under the hammer next 
week when the Rolling Stones’ 
mobile recording studio comes 
up for auction. 

The first of its kind, the ful- 
ly equipped studio, built into a 
lorry trailer, was first used by the 
Stones in 1970 to record the 
band's European tour. It was 
later used to record tracks for 


the Sticky Fingers and Exile on 
Main Street albums. 

Because of the band’s noto- 
riety, the track was scrutinised 
by the authorities wherever it 
went. It was followed by police 
helicopters and impounded by 
customs officers hoping to find 
drugs secreted in the sound 
proofed trailer. The mobile 
was hired out to artists ranging 


from Led Zeppelin to Bob 
Mariey and the Wailers. 

The track is air-conditioned 
and soundproofed and its 
equipment remains intact, al- 
though it has been superseded 
by modern digital recording 
technology. Notwithstanding 
that, the mobfle is expected to 
raise between £15,000 and 
£25.000 next Thursday. 



On parade: Sgt Robertson (right) drills inmates at the military ‘glasshouse’ where, this autumn, civilians mil stand to attention Photograph: Brian Harris 


Young offenders to go to ‘glasshouse’ 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 


The dreaded “glasshouse” Mil- 
itary Prison at Colchester will 
become home to Dp to 32 civil- 
ian young offenders from this 
autumn, the Government con- 
firmed yesterday. 

Ann Widdecombc, Minister 
of Stale for the Home Office, 
said civilian offenders wuld live 
separately from the military in- 
mates of the Military Corrective 
Training Centre and would not 
be subject to military law. She 
said the establishment of a 
civilian wing at Colchester was 
a pilot scheme to complement 
the high-intensity young- 
offenders’ programme at Thorn 
Goss announced in September. 

The military-style regime will 
begin with two-and-a-half hours 
of physical training a day and a 
similar amount of drill. But it 
will be adjusted because the 18- 


to 21-year-old civilians are not 
expected to be as fit as the mil- 
itary inmates. Even so it will be 
hard. Even basic privileges like 
watching a black-and-white 
television or listening to a radio 
will be have to be earned. 

Compared with many civilian 
prisons Colchester is neaL clean 
and well-appointed; the cream 
corridors and polished floors are 
clean enough to eat from. 

Military detainees, sent here 
for crimes from credit card 
fraud to grievous bodily harm 
live eight to a room. The civil- 
ians, who will live in the sepa- 
rate “F" block, originally built 
for women, will live four to a 


room. 

At first the rooms are in- 
spected twice a day with cutlery 
laid two centimetres apart and 
beds made so neatly you could 
spin a coin on the top sheet, and 
every other item in its ap- 
pointed place. Paints can be giv- 


en or withdrawn. Thirteen 
points will gain a recommen- 
dation and six recommenda- 
tions permit an individual to 
progress to the next phase. 

Only when detainees have 
progressed to phase three are 
they allowed the luxury of cur- 
tains. We were shown around by 
(he best inmates, who answered 
our questions but refused to give 
their names. 

The regime for the civilian of- 
fenders will be based on that for 
the service men and women 
who are to be discharged into 
civilian life. Yesterday some of 
those, marked by green shoul- 
der flashes were working on the 
farm -a popular option, though 
hard work. Some of them were 


artificially inseminating pigs. 
Jf i 


“Lots of animals come into 
season in one week so you 
don’t want ’to work your boar 
too hard”, explained Staff 
Sergeant Michael Baron. “They 


learn a wide range of animal 
husbandry skills here”, he said. 
The regime has been so suc- 
cessful that one ex-inmate, a 
royal marine, is now running his 
own farm in South Africa. 

The standard of drill on the 
square would not disgrace 
Sandhurst The drill instructors 
marking distance with pace 
sticks, like pairs of gjant dividers, 
and red sashes, look just like 
those training future officers. 
The civilian young offenders will 
do drill, but not, ptthaps to such 
a high standard. 

“Enough to get them to 
move from A to B smartly 
round the establishment", said 
Sergeant Major Steve Gregory, 
the senior warrant officer at 
Colchester. 

Sergeant Major Mark 
Melton, the gym instructor, 
said he hoped to get the civil- 
ian offenders a community 
sports' leaders award. When- 


ever possible the training aims 
to bring offenders a recognised 
civilian qualification or at least 
the components of one - Na- 
tional vocational q ualifications, 
for example. 

Nicholas Soames, the Minis- 
ter of State for the Armed 
Forces said yesterday that he 
was one of the ‘godfathers’ of 
the pilot scheme at Colchester 
and he bad been so impressed 
by the regime that he had rec- 
ommended the idea to Home 
Secretary Michael Howard of 
putting civilian offenders there. 

Ann Widdecombe said she 
hoped the results would lead to 
a reduction in reoffending rates 
- currently 70 per cent in civil- 
ian Young Offenders Institu- 
tions. The equivalent at 
Colchester is 7 per cent 

However, it remains to be 
seen whether civilian young of- 
fenders react in the same way 
as trained soldiers. 


Fake bistro tastes instant success 


STEVE BOGGAN 


During its brief life, the Chilli 
Pepper restaurant boasted a 
.Chef of the Year, a five-star rat- 
ing for its atmosphere and - the 
icing on the cake - a Restaurant 
of the Year title. The only thing 
it did not have was any food. 

Despite being awarded sev- 
eral top prizes, the Chilli Pep- 
per was nothing more than a 
fake letterhead and an accom- 
modation address set up to ex- 
pose bogus restaurant awards. 
. The ruse, devised by the 
.BBC’s Food and Drink pro- 
gramme, is likely to result in a 
trading standards investigation 
-into the awarding of titles and 
certificates for money after two 
companies bestowed prizes on 
the non-existent bistro. 


“We wrote to the companies 
saying we were a new restaurant 
and invited them to inspect us 
to see whether we were worthy 
of a rating,” said Tun Hincks. 
the programme's producer. 
“Several weeks later, both wrote 
to us to say they had inspected 
our restaurant and wanted to 
give it some awards for a fee." 

One of the companies. Qual- 
ity Cuisine UK, based in Edin- 
burgh and Dunfermline, said its 
inspector was so impressed he 
had named the Chilli Pepper his 
Restaurant of the Year and its 
chef the Chef of the Year. And, 
for only £93, the owners could 
have two certificates to display 
their achievements to their 
adoring clientele. 

A second firm, Masterchef 
Roil of Honour, based in cen- 


tral London, said its inspector 
had sampled the restaurant's 
cuisine and was prepared to 
offer it a five-star rating - with 
a certificate for £62.50. 

When told that the Chilli 


Pepper did not exist. Mas- 
terra ef; 


ref failed to reply to the pro- 
gramme and Quality Cuisine 
claimed that the person re- 
sponsible for bestowing its ac- 
colades had been sacked. 
However, they refused to name 
the mystery inspector. 

The programme’s resear- 
chers have now handed over 
their findings to trading stan- 
dards officials. They found sev- 
en other companies prepared (o 
give awards for money, but it 
remains to be established 
whether any offences have been ■ 
committed. 


“It’s a bit of a grey area be- 
cause it is unclear who is being 
ripped off," said Mr Hincks. 
*Tm quite sure a lot of restau- 
rateurs receive unsolicited let- 
ters from these people and are 
genuinely pleased to have won 
an award. In those cases, who’s 
being taken for a ride? The 
restaurateur or the customer?" 

Mike Drewry. director of 
consumer services at Edinburgh 
council, said: “We have been 
contacted by restaurants all 
over the UK who have been ap- 
proached by Quality Cuisine 
UK, and now we’re expecting a 
flood of complaints after the 
Food and Drink programme. 

“We are concerned that this 
type of scam devalues bona 
fide certificates and grading 
schemes.” 


Royal marriage 
over in 5 minutes 


FROM PAGE 1 


the world’s leaders joined the 
royal family for a breakfast of 
lobsters and strawberries at 
Buckingham Palace, while the 
public cheered outside. 

The only people in front of 
the High Court’s Family Divi- 
sion at Somerset House yes- 
terday were some lost tourists. 

But for the couples who bad 
the misfortune to apply for 
decree nisis on the same day, it 
may have come as an unex- 
pected surprise. 

When the judge asked: 

to showcause against the de- 
crees being pronounced?'*, the 
-young man in a -green anorak, 
alone on the front row of the 
small courtroom, was forced to 
make his plea not to pay the 
costs of his divorce before a 
-throng of journalists. ■ ■ , 

Carlo Giambrone, 28, who ts 
divorcing his wife of eight years 

. • 1 : HT« •» hio 



Write-off: Royal signatures on 
the divorce documents 




said afterwards: "It was a bi| 


surprise to me, and although . 
"knew they were getting a divorce 
■Ftotfay, I didn’t expect to be m 


iv~-ry, i ami expect 
the same courtroom. I only 

knew five minutes before. 

But Mr Giambrone, who 
cannot find work as a car me- 
chanic, said that despite their 


and that of the Yorks. L&e . them 
he has two y oungchiidren, and 
he said that he and hswifo^ like 
the Yorks, had managed to re- 
main friends. 

He said: “Children are dot 
dren, whether they’re royal er 
not, and you have to think of 


them and support them, 
be esc 


draw parallels to his own divorce 


It must be especially hard 
because they are in the time- 
light But it’s really important 
for parents to' be amicable 
about splitting up, for the sake 
of the childrtn. . 


The killer who 
dressed in 


victim’s clothes 


A man who kiDed a woman aca- 
demic and then- wandered 
around a university campus in 
her dotbes has been sent to a 
secure hospital indefinitely. 

Robin Task, 34, had admitted 
manslaughter on foe grounds of 
diminished responsibility. 


He lolled Elizabeth Howe, 
34, a mother-of-two, while at- 
tending an Open University 
course at York University, 
Leeds Grown Court heard. 

Prosecutor Stephen 
WiQiamson QC said the married 
father-of-three slashed Oxford 
graduate Mrs Howe’s throat 
with a knife in campus accom- 
modation and then dressed in 
her clothes. 

Pask, from Norwich, Bolton, 
Lancashire, had driven to York 


to take (art in a week-long 
Open University course where 
Mrs Howe, who he did not 
know, was a lecturer. 

. He entered her room, boil- 
ed the door behind him and at- 
tacked Mis Howe with a 
Kitchen. Devil knife. 

Mr Williamson said Pask 
tore her dress from her body, 
stripped her naked and sexual- 
ly assaulted her. 

He slashed her throat and af- 


ter die was dead made a 20-inch 
cut from her chest to her groin 
and also cut her back. 

He then discarded his own 
clothes, which were covered in 
blood and put on her clothes 
which he found in her room. 

Dressed as a woman. Pask 
wandered round foe grounds for 
some hours until he was ar- 
rested by police at 1.55am the 
next morning. 

Mr WiHiamson said Pask had 
been excited about the course 
and had packed his briefcase 
with pornographic magazines 
and some of his wife’s slimming 
tablets. 

He had been drinking vodka 
and strong wine before com- 
mitting the killing. 

Martin Bethel QC, defend- 
ing, fold the court that Pask had 
faced trial for the murder of Mrs 
Howe but had collapsed during 
the hearing and was found to be 
unfit for the case to continue. 

Psychological reports found 
that he was suffering from psy- 
chotic disorders. 

The judge, Mrs Justice 
Smith, ordered that Pask be de- 
tained without time limit at 
Ashworth psychiatric hospital 
on Merseyside. 


EXHAUST SYSTEM 
6% FEWER EMISSIONS 



THE NEW BMW 5 SERES 
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news 

The strange case 


of three ladies and a rubber vaulting horse 

. - ... on the ullaj., it 


A court was shown the more 
“exotic” features of the world 
of prostitution yesterday when 
three women convicted of run- 
ning a high-class brothel fought 
an attempt to confiscate some 
of the tools of their trade - 
including bondage equipment* 
uniforms »nrf an assortment of 
fetish items. 

One item in dispute was a 


rubber upholstered vaulting 
horse” decked with lacy stock- 
ings and with bondage straps at- 
tached to the bottom of the 
front legs. 

Miss Vivien Wilteis, prose- 
cuting, made an application for 
forfeiture as the items had been 
used “for the purpose of com- 
mitting or facilitating the 
commission of any offence . 


But defending, Mr John 
Blandford argued that prosti- 
tution, in itself, was not an 
offence. Police officers brought 
all the exhibits into the court to 
justify their retention, and PC 
Pinkie Methven listed the items 
they wanted to retain, including, 
“a quantity of dungeon para- 
phernalia". 

After a special adjournment, 


it was agreed to give the three 
girls back large bags of con- 
doms, packets of tissues, baby 
oil and lubricating jefly, with the 
police retaining sex aids, porn 
videos and magazines, the 
“dungeon” equipment, and a 
variety of uniforms, in cludi ng 
nurse and schoolgirl outfits. 

Samantha Herbert, 27. of 
Wychbury Court, Halesowen, 


West Midlands; Natasha Con- 
nor, 20, also of Wychbury 
Court and Halima SamhiUah, 
19, of Tottenham Lane, 
Hornsey, London, aD denied 
assisting in the management of 
a brothel at Cheniston Gardens, 
Kensington, between 6 No- 
vember and December last 
year. 

The court heard that obser- 
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Major’s schools 
policies ‘ignore 
children’s needs’ 


FRAN ABRAMS 

Education Correspondent 

John Major has used education 
as a political football and ig- 
nored the needs of children 
when he introduced nursery 
vouchers and more school se- 
lection. one of the Govern- 
ment's most eminent critics 
said lasl night- 

Sir Claus Moser, founder ot 
the National Commission on 
Education, accused the Prime 
Minister of listening too hard to 
“outbursts" from right-wing 
think tanks and the Downing 
Street policy unit, and the Gov- 
ernment of relying on “obedi- 
ent quangos” to back it up. 

In a speech to the Royal So- 
ciety of Arts in London he 
praised the Labour Party for 
avoiding political dogma on 
education and called for an in- 
coming Labour government to 
make schools its top priority. 

Sir Qaus, who set up his com- 
mission after his calls for a 
Royal Commission on Educa- 
tion were rejected by the 
Government in 1990, is one 
of Britain’s most influential 
commentators on the subject. 


He also attacked the Gov- 
ernment’s “piecemeal" at- 
tempts to put political distance 
between itself and Labour by 
pl anni ng to open more gram- 
mar schools. 

“Education remains as much 
a political football as ever. I am 
dismayed by such an approach, 
not to mention the outbursts 
from right-wing think thanks 
and the policy unit at No 10. It 
is all about politics, not about 
children. Labour policy state- 
ments are freer of political 
dogma," he said. 

The nursery voucher scheme 
which was launched this week 
had been hijacked by political 
advisers, he said, resulting in a 
programme which would help 
middl e- class parents rather than 
those in need. The result was a 
hotchpotch which was little bet- 
ter than nothing. 

He criticised the chief in- 
spector of schools, Chris Wood- 
head. for his attacks on teachers 
and apparent willingness to 
support government policies. 
Mr Woodhead’s assertions that 
class size did not matter were 
guided by prejudice, he sug- 
gested. “It is disingenuous that 


the Government and its obedi- 
ent quangos time and again 
throw doubt on the evidence," 
he said 

Recent debates on moral val- 
ues were “depressing and ludi- 
crous," he added. Headteachers 
were only too well aware of the 
need for morality in schools. 

A new Labour government 
should provide universal nurs- 
ery education, raise standards 
in primaiy schools and boost the 
image of the teaching profession 
as a matter of urgency, be said. 

“The changes which above all 
I would like to happen in our ed- 
ucational system are undeniably 
much more attractive to an in- 
coming Labour government 
than to the present. It is cheer- 
ing to have a Leader of the Op- 
position who has declared that 
education would be the central 
passion of his government.” 

A spokesman for the De- 
partment of Education and 
Employment denied that deri- 
sions had been made on a 
political rather than an educa- 
tional basis. The voucher 
scheme and plans for more se- 
lection had been launched for 
totally sound reasons, he added. 
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‘Lethal mix’ claim 
over Gulf war drugs 


LOUISE JURY 

Gulf war troops could have 
been give a potentially lethal 
cocktail of inoculations, ac- 
cording to American research 
revealed yesterday. 

A team led by Dr Tom Kurt, 
in Texas, found that doses of 
three chemicals used to protect 
Gulf war soldiers from nerve gas 
attack and insects were harm- 
less alone, but mixed together 
could cause neurological prob- 
lems in animals. 

Veterans last night welcomed 
the results as the first scientif- 
ic evidence supporting their 
claims that a variety of symp- 
toms dubbed Gulf war syn- 
drome were caused this way. 

They claim 19 British Gulf 
war soldiers have died since 
returning from the conflict. 
Around 1,000 more hope to 
claim damages from the Min- 
istry of Defence for chronic fa- 
tigue, headaches, memory loss 
and aching limbs they believe to 
have been caused by the drugs. 

But while the MoD said the 
US findings would be examined, 
a spokesman said there was 
nothing to replace the inocula- 
tions at present. They were 
necessary and would be con- 
tinued. “When you are sending 
people into a situation where 
chemical attacks are a threat. 


you either have to say take the 
pills or take the risk," he said. 

Neither the British nor 
American government has ac- 
cepted the existence of a spe- 
cific condition called Gulf war 
syndrome. 

Dr Mohamed Abou-Donia. 
one of the researchers, said the 
Army had eliminated any oth- 
er possibility and veterans 
should be now examined for 
signs of chemical poisoning. 
“We’re not saying this is Gulf 
war syndrome, but we’re saying 
this deserves a look," he said. 

The team gave healthy chick- 
ens, whose neurological path- 
ways are similar to those in 
humans, separate closes of the 
nerve gas pill pyridostigmine 
and the insecticides DEET and 
pennethrin. Taken alone, even 
doses three limes greater than 
soldiers receive did not harm 
the chickens. 

But any two chemicals to- 
gether gave them diarrhoea- 
shortness of breath, stumbling 
and other symptoms. The three 
taken together paralysed or 
killed some of the birds. 

Glasgow specialist Dr Goran 
Jamal who recently discovered 
proof of nerve damage in Gulf 
veterans, said it would be “fool- 
ish” to ignore this research. 

“What it shows is that it is 
now not enough to be saying 


that such and such is safe be- 
cause it has been used before. 
We have to look more at not 
what the substances do in them- 
selves but what they do in com- 
bination with others." 

Hilary Meredith, a solicitor 
representing some of the British 
veterans, said the results were 
“extremely good news" in then- 
fight against the MoD. 

“If this proves the causal 
link between the inoculations 
and the symptoms it is a major 
step forward,” she said. 

Veterans said there was now 
no excuse for the ministry to 
continue “delaying tactics". 

Major Ian Hill, chairman of 
the National Gulf Veterans and 
Families’ Association, said: “We 
call on the Government to 
speed up their evaluation and 
research _. which will hopeful- 
ly lead to a definite answer to 
the problems of the suffering 
Gulf war veterans." 

Tony Flint, a medic in the 
Gulf, added: “It seems strange 
that the research done by the 
British and American govern- 
ments can’t find anything but 
individual independent re- 
searchers have found this." 

Dr David Clark, Labour's 
defence spokesman, said that 
the Government should now 
recognise the existence of Gulf 
war syndrome. 


A High Cburt judge is » rate 

onXther doctors c^for 

a 23-vear-oId sCve ^,5 ra S. 
damaged man should be 

aUowll not to attempt re- 
citation if he suffers a cardiac 

ar jna case which centred cm 
the medical profession’s guide- 
lines as to when a “do not re- 
susdtate" (DNR) P<**» 
appropriate, medical 
unanimously agreed that the 
frail five-stone patient would 
only suffer further injury if the 
violent resuscitation process 
were to be carried out and that 
in such a case it would be in his 
; best interests to let him die. 

And they agreed that, if he 
suffered a serious infection, 
doctors should consider not 
giv ing him antibiotics to prolong 
his life, bnt only after consul- 
tation with his family. . 

Sir Stephen Brown, President w 
of the High Court Family Divi- 
sion, today reserved judgment 
on the case, which has no legal 
precedent because it involves fu- 
ture decisions as to a patients 
treatment rather than immedi- 
ate withdrawal of life support to 
allow someone to die in peace. 

The man’s parents support 
the doctors’ view because they 
believe their son has an “unac- 
ceptable quality of life". 

James Munby QC» for the Of- 
ficial Solicitor, said: “The pri- 
mary consideration is the 
quality of life after the proposed 
treatment has been given. The 
determining factor is whether 
there will be pain, suffering and 
stress which is so extreme that 
the artificial prolongation of life 
cannot be justified.” 

But staff at a day-care centre 
attended by the man - referred 
to only as “R" - became con- 
cerned at the idea of a DNR 
policy and took tbe case to court 
through the Official Solicitor, 
who stepped into represent the 

man’s interests. 

The parents were present at 
today’s hearing when the judge 

was told there was no longer any 

real dispute over the their son's 
future care. But despite the 
agreement, it was still for the 
court to decide whether South 
Buckinghamshire NHS Trust 
should have permission to ap- 
ply the DNR guidelines. The 
j judge said be would give his rul- 
ing at a later date. 

Adrian Whitfield QC, for 
the Trust, stressed that the 
Thist had never operated a “do 
not treat" policy. DNR related 
solely to tne question of when 
it was appropriate not to 
administer cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation. 

Mr Whitfield said R was 
born with dreadful disabilities 
and still lived “on the level of 
a new-born infant". The man re- 
acted to pain and distress, and 
smiled when cuddled and in re- 
sponse to sweet food and mu- 
sic. But it was doubtful whether 
he could see and there were no 
signs of his being knowingly 
aware of his environment. 


30,000 jobs bounced out 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 

Around one in ten banking 
jobs could be lost as a result of 
a change in the law which will 
mean cheques could be 
“bounced" electronically. 

The 30.000 redundancies — 
caused by a system in which 
there would no longer be a phys- 
ical exchange of cheques 
between banks - would come on 
top of an estimated 37,000 job 
losses already predicted to go 
under the general drive for 
increasing productivity. 

Treasury ministers want to re- 
lax the BiDs of Exchange and the 
Cheques Acts which stipulate 
that cheques have to move be- 
tween banks, ffi for instance, an 
account holder at Lloyds accepts 


a cheque as payment from a Bar- 
clays customer, Lloyds has to 
pass the cheque back to Barclays 
so that it can verity there are 
funds to meet the debt 
The Government is planning 
to change the law so that the ver- 
ification can be completed on 
screen. Ministers are hoping to 
amend the law before the sum- 
mer, or by autumn at the latest. 

That would mean thousands 
of jobs would go in high-street 
branches, plus 40 per cent of 
staff dedicated to the clearing 
system, the Banking Insurance 
and Finance Union says. The es- 
timate of job losses comes from 
a senior source in Lloyds, ac- 
cording to die union which wants 
to ensure that all staff displaced 
are redeployed. 

£d Sweeney, general secre- 


tary of the union, said that 
while a Treasury consultation pa- 
per on the subject concerned it- 
self with safeguards to protect 
customers from fraud, it made 
no reference to the social con- 
sequences of the change. ‘It’s 
time we ended the scandal of 
overworked and understaffed 
branches who get by only on 
overtime, paid and unpaid.” 

A spokeswoman for Lioyds- 
TSB said that even with a 
change in the law it would be "a 
Jong time" before banks agreed 
on implementation of the new 
system. She added- “We don’t 
know what the implications for 
jobs are, but the union estimate 
has no basis in fact ... at Lloyds 
we have a record of redeploy- 
ing employees and cuttings “ 

through natural wastage." 


Pressure 
on Hague 
over abuse 

ROGER DOBSON 

The Welsh Office is taking le- 
gal advice over the identification 
of indviduals if the Ctwyd child 
abuse inquiry report is pub- 
lished, it was disclosed yester- 
day. 

Welsh Secretary William 
Hague is expected to make an 
announcement on the affair to- 
day after briefings from his se- 
nior advisers over the last 
three days. 

He has faced a barrage of de- 
mands for the report of the in- 
quiry into abuse at homes in 
Clwyd to be published, and 
for a judicial inquiry to beheld 
into the abuse which was the 
subject of Britain’s big ges t po- 
; lice investigation into child 
abuse, involving 2,600 state- 
ments. 

One of the key areas where 
the Welsh Office is taking legal 
advice is believed to be over the 
sections of the report which con- 
tain names and other specific 
retails in the report whichcould 
identify individuals. 

Several people are criticised 
jnffie report, as is the Welsh 
Office social services inspec- 
torate. The three independent 
child care experts who carried 
out the investigation in Clwyd 
want the report to be pub- 
lished and a lull independent, 
inquiry, as do child care agen- 
cies, Labour MPs in Wales, 
and victims of abuse. 

Although some announce- 
ment is expected today, Mr 
Hague may delay a compre- 
hensive statement about any in- 
quiry or publication of- the 
report until all the legal advice 
has been considered. - 
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Blue days: The police face criticism, but figures show that money is not the whole answer Photograph: Glynn Griffiths 


How not to eat cat food. 



By putting different numbers 
of elastic bands around 
identical sized tins, a blind 
person will be able to quickly 
distinguish their contents. 
For example, three bands 
for soup, two for baked beans 
and one for cat food. 


It’s a simple solution customers. RNIB also 
to an everyday problem, encourages the stores 


But how does a blind 
person know where to 
find cat food in the 
supermarket? Or which 
cereals are the 
cheapest? The Royal 
National Institute for 
the Blind (RNIB) offers 
advice on tactile 
information, lighting, 
layout and staff training, 
to help supermarkets 
meet the needs of their 
visually impaired 


to provide staff to read 
out prices and give 
directions. RNIB’s work 
is especially important 
if you consider many 
visually impaired people 
live alone. For more 
details about RNIB call 
0345 023040. 
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to drugs turf war 

— hired bui Ibe owne 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 


Mersey's rising tide of lawlessness 


Detectives investigating the 
shooting of an off-duty poKce 
officer at his home are exam- 
ining possible links with a vio- 
lent turf war being waged 
between rival drug gangs. 

The shooting of PC Stephen 
Hardy, 26, in both legs and an 
arm, was the latest in a spate of 
attacks involving firearms in 
Merseyside. Since Saturday six 
men, including PC Hardy, have 
been shot in the legs in Give sep- 
arate incidents. 

Police said yesterday they 


were investigating potential 
connections between the shoot- 
ings and a string of attacks 
sparked off by the murder of 
David Ungi, shot dead in an 
ambush in his car in Tbxteth in 
May last year. Many of the 
shootings are known to be con- 
nected to the city’s thriving 
drugs trade. 

PC Hardy, who has three 
years' service in the police, was 
in bed with his girlfriend on 
TUesday at the home (hey share 
with their 12-month-old child in 
Ctoxteth Park, Liverpool, when 
the gunmen broke in. 



PC Hardy: Shot in own home 


The couple investigated and 
were confronted by two masked 
men who made them lie on the 
floor. PC Hardy tried to raise 
the alarm by dialling 999 but he 
was shot four or five times. 

He underwent surgery yes- 
terday. His condition was de- 
scribed as “serious but stable”. 

Neighbours suggested yes- 
terday that the gunmen may 
have called at the wrong house 
- residents of a nearby proper- 


ly were said to have been sell- 
ing drugs, but left abruptly re- 
cently. The young officer had 
not been involved in any inves- 
tigations into any of the earli- 
er firearms incidents. 

The incident follows the 
shooting of three men in the legs 
at a pub late on Saturday night 
in the Old Swan area of Liver- 
pool. The following day shots 
were fired into a house about 
half a mile away. No one was in- 


jured bui Ibe owner of the 
house, a pregnant woman, was 

treated for shock. 

On Tuesday four to five men 
burst into a house in the Boo- 
tle area and shot a man twice 
in the legs with a handgun. 

On the same day three men 
entered a house in Old bwan 
and shot a man in the legs. 

Armed police patrols have 
been increased in response. 

Jim Sharpies, Chief Consta- 
ble of Merseyside, said yester- 
day that there appeared to be 
no motive for the “despicable 
attack on PC Hardy. 

He added: “There are a num- 
ber of criminal elements in this 

city who think the only way they 
can settle then differences is by 
shooting each other. 

“There is casual indifference 
to the use of firearms now with 
kneecappings becoming more 
Smm^.- ltused to be the 
baseball bat, then the knife but 
now we have come through a 
threshold and it is the gun." 

“The problem stems from 
drugs and the drug-related 
trade. Drug dealing by its nature 
is territorial. There is an in- 
crease in firearms which is di- 
rectly finked to the drugs trade." 
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Extra funds for forces fails 


to boost crime solving 


JASON BENNETTO 


Pumping extra money into the 
police service does not auto- 
matically cut crime, improve the 
performance of forces, or pro- 
vide more bobbies on the beat, 
new research published yester- 
day suggested. 

In some cases forces that re- 
ceived up to 18 per cent more 
funding last year showed no im- 
provement while others fell be- 
hind despite big pay increases. 

However, the Audit Com- 
mission, which earned out the 
study, warned that it may be sev- 
eral years before benefits from 
increases in expenditure show. 

The commission did find that 
last year most police forces re- 
sponded to 999 calls and 
reached emergencies more 
quickly than in 1993/94. The 
overall crime cl ear-up rate re- 


mained static, although forces 
generally achieved slightly bet- 
ter results against violent crime. 
But there were a number of 
forces whose record in both ar- 
eas deteriorated. 

Despite the overall im- 
provements chief constables 
yesterday cast doubt on the 
usefulness of the statistics and 
said they could be misleading. 

The public-spending watch- 
dog also detailed for the first 
time what proportion of their 
time uniformed officers spend 
with the public. This varied 
from to 77 percent in Durham 
to 36 per cent in West Mercia. 

The “performance indica- 
tors” for the 43 forces of Eng- 
land and Wales in 1994/95 show 
that several with large funding 
increases made little improve- 
ment. Durham had an 18 per 
cent funding increase yet made 


no improvement in crime solv- 
ing. Dorset’s performance de- 
teriorated in several categories 
despite an extra 8 per cent 

The report. Local Authority 
Performance Indicators - Police 
and Fine Services , concluded: 
“The public will naturally expect 
forces to say how they have used 
this extra money ... The im- 
portant point is that increases 
in funding should result in in- 
creased effectiveness.” 

Paul Whitehouse, chairman 
of the Association of Chief Po- 
lice Officers’ quality of service 
committee and Chief Constable 
of Sussex Police, argued that 
some forces had to spend their 
extra money on badly needed 
improvements to infrastructure 
and pension contributions. 

On the promptness with 
which forces answer 999 calls, 
the report found most had im- 


proved. The majority managed 
to answer palls within 10 to 15 
seconds 80 to 90 per cent of the 
time. However. Cambridgeshire 
notably saw its success rate in 
achieving a 12-second response 
time fall from 94 per cent in 
1993/94 to 74 per cent In ar- 
riving at an emeijgemy, most aim 
to respond within 10 to 15 min- 
utes in urban areas and 20 in rur- 
al areas. Again, most improved. 

Jim Sharpies, President of the 
Association of Chief Police Of- 
ficers and Chief Constable of 
Merseyside — which failed to 
improve its 68 per cent on ar- 
rival targets — said perfor- 
mance indicators had a role to 
play in informing the public. But 
he cautioned: “They are fraught 
with difficulties and the minimal 
public interest shown last year 
raises genuine questions about 
their relevance." 


How the forces compared on performance indicators 
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‘Red-listed 


British 


birds face 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 


Three dozen British birdspedes 
have been put on a new “red 
list" by leading conservation or- 
ganisations because the birds 
are either in rapid decline or se- 
riously endangered. 

Of the 36 species on the list 
lubiished yesterday, 23 have 
lad their UK populations 
halved or more over the past 
quarter century. Ten years ago 
there were only eight specks in 
this categoiy. 

“Things are getting worse 
rather than better," said Dr 
Mark Avery, chairman of the 
Birds Conservation Group 
which agreed the list. “The fate 
of these birds acts as a barom- 
eter of the health of the envi- 
ronment." 

The eight conservation or- 
ganisations which drew up the 
list believe modem farming 
methods are to blame for sev- 
eral of the species’ declines. 
Nine farmland birds - the tur- 
tle dove, stylark, song thrush, 
spotted flycatcher, tree sparrow, 
linnet, bullfinch, reed bunting 
and corn bunting, have all been 
added since the last published 
list six years ago. 

The move from spring- to 
winter-sown cereals, neglect 
and grubbing out ofhedgerows 
and the use of pesticides are 


thought to be the major caus- 
of th * 


es of the birds* difficulties. 

Some of those on the list are 
extremely rare - the bittern has 
only about 20 breeding pairs in 
the country. Several hundred 
red-backed shrikes bred in 
Britain 30 years ago, but now, 
in some summers, the shrike 
raises no young here. At most 
only a handful of pairs breed. 

The red list also contains 
species whose numbers still run 


into hundreds of thousands but 
arc falling veiy rapidly. Worst 
hit is the tree sparrow, which has 
seen a population decline of 89 
per cent in 25 years. 

Dr Avery feare that when the 
next red list is drawn up in five 
years time more species will be 
added. "We have an amber list 
of 110 species found in Britain 
which we say are of medium 
concern," he said. “Bui among 
those there are several candi- 
dates for the next red list." 

The lists were agreed by the 
Royal Society for the Protection 
of Birds, the British Thist for 
Ornithology, the Wildlife Trusts, 
the National Trust and four oth- 
er conservation organisations. 
The groups looked at data for 
some 300 species which breed 
or winter in these islands, and 
derided that almost half gave 
grounds for concern. 

Red-list birds were those 
whose population had at least 
halved in 25 years, had suffered 
a long-term population decline 
in the past two centuries, or 
where the global population was 
now very Tow and Britain was 
home to a large part of it. 

The conservation organisa- 
tions say that with the right re- 
search, policies, incentives and 
cash backing, the declines can 
be halted and species brought 
back from the brink; numbers 
of breeding corncrakes, for 
example, have risen for the 
past two summers in the Scot- 
tish islands. 

■ Conservationists are asking 
children to forego the season- 
al delights of collecting frog 


spawn and watching tadpoles 
nato 


grow in jam jars. Frog ana toad 
populations are believed to be 
in dedioe in Britain and across 
most of the globe, with habitat 
change, pollution and disease 
thought to be the main causes. 


PCs revive woman 


pronounced dead 


A woman who had been de- 
clared dead by a doctor was re- 
covering in hospital last night 
after being resuscitated by two 
police constables who saw her 
leg twitch. 

Maureen Jones, 59, was de- 
clared dead by her doctor after 
her son found her slumped on 
the floor of her home in 
Thwing, Humberside. 

PC Kevin Smith and his col- 
league PC Philip Shrimpton 
arrived less than 30 minutes af- 
ter Mrs Jones, who has four chil- 
dren, was declared dead. PC 
Shrimpton comforted her fam- 
ily while PC Smith checked the 
bedroom where she was found. 

“The body was lying face 


down and white and it had ob- 
viously been there for some 
time,” he said yesterday. “Then 
the leg moved - ft just jumped 
in the air. I was scared stxfif - nev- 


er min d all this macho police 
stuff.” 


The shocked officer called his 
colleague and the pair began to 
resuscitate Mrs Jones by clear- 
ing her airway and giving hex 
bean massage. 

Her eyes were soon open and 
she was looking at the officers, 
although she was not coherent. 
Medics later revealed that Mrs 
Jones, a widow, had been in a 
deep diabetic coma. 

Mrs Jones is being treated at 
Scarborough Hospital 


DAILY POEM 


The Magi 

By John Watts 


What were they after? Or was it incidental 
some unplanned detour for a novel viewing, 
something over the hill, some incremental 
growth of knowledge, vaguely worth pursuing? 


Old fiietuis, whose intellectual rivalry 
occasioned long debates on wisdom, logic, 
truth, on politics versus chivalry, 
and the legitimacy of arcane magic. 


they would have ridden out across the sands 
of 'seepdeism, careless of destination 
but treading famdiar circuits, when the hands 
of some collective instinct, or imagination, 


caused them to set a starlit coune. Perhaps. 

rhaps when they had surribled on that stall 
they found their riddles ’ answer, under wraps, 
but obvious, quite simple after ad. 


This 

1996 


poem “by John Watts has been awarded first prise in the 
Peterloo Poets Open Paetiy Competition, announced to- 
-n.™ nmu in rtc 1 Tfti vMr. has become one 


17m t UI.1IW > — - — £ _ 

day. The competftiaa, now in its 11th year, has become one 
of the most popular of the poetiy draft, attractii® 4,000-5,000 
entries a year from established and novice poets. The 
prizewinning poems will be published in the Peterloo Com- 
petition leaflet in June (£3, postage paid). Entries details for 
the 1997 competition can be obtained from Peterloo Poets, 
~ Kelly Gardens, Calstock, Cornwall PL1S 9SA. 
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fast decline 


Britain’s most rapidly declining or rarest birds 


Red-backed shrike 
Eats large Insects like bumble 
bees which It Impales on thorns. 
Once common in Britain but 
essentially extinct as a breeding 
species here sines 1988. 


Roseate tern 
Fewer than 90 pelts cA this 
seabird now breed in Britain, 
and there are only 1 500 pars in 
Europe aa a whole - most 
breeding in the Azores. 


Scoter 

Hard hit by Sea Empress oil spii 
off Pembrokeshire. Tens of 
thousands found in UK coasts 

waters through the year but less 
than 90 pairs bread here. 


Com Bunting 
A small farmland bird with a 
song like jangling keys. In sharp 
decline for a quarter century. 
Less than 20.000 pairs in UK. 


Woodlark 

Heath land species whose range 
- the area it is found In - has 
shrunk by 60 per cent in 25 
years. About 600 UK pairs, In 
southern and eastern Enaland. 


news j 

Folletts il 


accept 

libel a 
damages 3 


Ken and Barbara Follett yes- 
terday accepted undisclosed li- 
bel damages over a newspaper 
column which questioned the 
sincerity of their fund-raising ac- 
tivities for the Labour Party. 

Neither the novelist nor’ his 
wife, the founder of Emily s List, 
which is aimed at getting more 
women into Parliament, were at 
the High Court. 

Their solicitor, John Rubin- 
stein, told Mr Justice French 
that Anne Robinson attacked 
the couple in her column in (he 
Today newspaper in April 1 995. 

She also questioned Mrs fial- 
lett’s bona tides in connection 
with her selection by Labour as 
its official candidate to contest 
the Stevenage constituency in 
the next election. 

News (UK.) Ltd. the pub- 
lishers of the paper until its re- 
cent closure, its former editor. 
Richard Stott, and Miss Robin- 
son accepted the attack went be- 
yond the legitimate cut and 
thrust of political exchange. 
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PPP healthcare 


Buying healthcare isn’t just about protecting yourself. It’s also about protecting those you love. 
Which is why, when you become a member, well give you 12 months’ free healthcare for all your 
children. And, as well as getting immediate access to treatment and your own personal adviser, you’ll also 
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politics 


Local elections: Labour and Tories start campaign 
with bid to prove other is most costly to live under 

War of words 
begins with 

row over tax 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

Labour and the Conservatives 
yesterday launched their local 
election campaigns with the 
traditional war of words over tax 
and spending in a contest for 
3,000 councils seats that is 
likely to see the Tories pushed 
even further into third place in 
local government. 

Brain Mawhinney. the Con- 
servative Party chairman, 
revived the traditional Tory 
theme that "Conservative coun- 
cils cost you less" using figures 
for the six councils where the 
Tories remain entirely respon- 
sible for local taxes to argue that 
Labour authorities charge £225 
more, on average, for a Band D 
property and the Liberal 
Democrats £139 more. 

Labour hit back using aver- 
age council tax figures - a fair- 
er reflection. Labour claims, of 
what people actually pay - to 
argue that the Labour average 
is £513 against £536 for Con- 
servative councils and £567 for 
the Liberal Democrats. With 
sleep increases in the council tax 
pencilled in for the next two 
years - the equivalent of almost 
2p on the standard rate of tax- 
on Labour's calculations - the 
party launched under the slogan 
“The Tories hit you where it 
hurts". 

With both Labour and the 
Liberal Democrats anticipating 

S lbny Blair, the Labour 
r, said his party's success 
on 2 May “wiQbnng forward the 
day when we can finally rid the 
country of this tired, discredit- 
ed government" replacing it 
with one "with the ideas and 
energy to get this country going 
again". 

Mr Blair said the issue was 
"ultimately about trust", with 
Labour already misted to run 
more councils than ever before 
- 200 - compared with the 14 the 
Conservatives still control. 


Parties’ policy 
battleground 


CONSERVATIVE 
■Aim todouWe fiw^g standards 
over next 25 years and. claim 
party has 'returned to our 
natural tax-cutting agenda*. 

■■ Vouchers for all fburyear-otds 
from April nexryear. extension of 
- selection m secondly schools,' 

■ New tegjsiatayi to let grant-, 
maintained schools borrow. 

■ Highlight fatting crime figures 
and extension of dosed-clrcuit 
tdewswri in aty centres. 

LIBERAL DEMOCRATS _ 

■ Renewed pledge to spend .. 
extra £ 2 bn on education, 

■ Carnpatgnmg for extra 3,000 
bobbies on the beat. 

■Premise of consultation on 
local spending priorities, more - 
tocai democracy; more powers for’ 
neighbourhood, iioton "and parish 
councils. , 

LABOUR 

■ Stress COTpubBofpnvata . ' . 

paitoesisfiJps, .citing 
Manchester's Metro and. ' 
Birmingham’s International 
Convention Centre -as evidence . 
that “Labour gets things 
doneV • ■ ‘ 

■ Aim iD raise standards in -' 

schools, citing Birmingham's - ' 

baseBhe_asse^mefit of school 
children and its CWtdren's - 
University. . ; - 

■ Ffoneering consultation,; 
projecfctofcsn^tD 

views, indudirtjf Ipswich's use ' 
.of fmeractwB.tV aid ' 
BUpbuigh's interactwe •’ 
technology .system;. 


He hammered home 
Labour's partnership approach 
with the private and voluntary 
sectors, citing the Huddersfield 
McAlpine stadium. Labour’s 
education innovations in Birm- 
ingham, and North Tyneside’s 


child-care programme which 
has won it contracts to run ser- 
vices from Brent, north-west 
London, as ways the new 
Britain is "already being builf . 

As Labour pointed out that 
average council tax increases 
have come in at 63 per cent 
against the Treasury's assump- 
tion in the gram settlement of 
S per ccn t, John Gu miner. Sec- 
retary of State for the Envi- 
ronment, argued that Tory 
groups had proposed lower 
increases in many areas. 

“While Mr Blair was holding 
out the prospect of lax cuts. 1 
councillors were busy raising 
taxes and undermining the 
Government 5 tax cuts in the 
process," he said. 

Mr Blair replied that the 
Government's budget plans 
would force up local tax bills 
next year and t he year after. “It 
is a con trick Which we wili 
expose in this campaign. On 
taxation, the Tbries are giving 
with one hand and taking with 
the other". 

Gillian Shephard, the Secre- 
tary of Slate for Education, 
stepped up the raw' over selec- 
tion, attacking the pledge made 
by Trafford council in Man- 
chester to examine howto make 
its six grammar schools nan-se- 
lective if. as expected, it turns 
its minority Labour control into 
full control on 2 May. 

That, she claimed, would re- 
verse the decision of parents at 
Altrincham Boys’ Grammar, 
one of the best performing 
schools in the country, which 
opted out this month. Beverley 
Hughes. TraffortTs leader, said 
half the children in parts of the 
borough received a grammar 
school education against only six 
per cent in more deprived ar- 
eas. That was “something that 
must be examined" when the 
council's priority was “quality 
education for all our children" 
not just the 30 per cent with 
grammar school places. 



Gaffing a halt (Sara Short, Labour's transport spokeswoman, at Wandsworth Road station, 
south London, before yesterday’s Railtrack privatisation debate Photograph: Philip Meech 


Warning 
over control 
of Internet 


MPs up in arms for St George 


A row broke out at Westminster 
yesterday after it was an- 
nounced that Turkish National 
Day is to be celebrated in a 
Commons dining room on 
April 23, St George’s Day. 

A Commons motion has 
been tabled calling for the mass 
resignation of the Catering 
Committee unless the day is 


used to honour the patron saint 
of England instead. 

Winston Churchill, Tbry MP 
for Davyhulme, who tabled the 
motion, said: “I find it quite in- 
comprehensible ... If some- 
thing comparable was done in 
Scotland on Burns’ night, the 
nation would be up in arms." 

But Sir Donald Thompson, 


Conservative MP for Calder 
Valley and a member of the 
Catering Committee, said: 
“I am all for celebrating what- 
ever, whenever -- the more the 
merrier." 

Bellamy’s Cafeteria in the 
new parliamentary building 
plans also to mark Children’s 
Day on 23 April. 


TO SAVE ORANGE 
A BIT OF MONEY 
WE'VE PUBLISHED 
THEIR PRICES 
NEXT TO OURS. 

(FUNNY THEY NEVER THANKEO US) 


Governments should “tread 
warily" before trying to control 
the Internet, the worldwide 
computer network, despite 
fears about it being used for 
terrorism or the spread of 
pornography. Science and Tech- 
nology minister Ian Taylor 
warned yesterday. 

He told the Commons at 
Question Time that he hoped 
a “highway code" for users 
would be drawn up in the com- 
ing weeks. 

His comments came as Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton disclosed he 
was worried the Internet was 
aiding international terrorism by 
making it too easy for sinister 
forces to learn how to make 
bombs or produce nerve gas. 

Mr Thylor stressed: “Gov- 
ernments should tread warily in 
trying to control the information 
on the InterneL 

"If it’s designed to survive a 
nuclear attack, it’s likely to be 
resistant to government 
regulation." 

But he added: "That does not 
mean to say that there is not a 
large onus on the network ser- 
vice providers to try to provide 
a highway code for potential 
purchasers of software and I’m 
encouraging them to do that, 
and I rather hope that we wQJ 
see progress over the next few 
weeks.” 


Labour to end 
NHS staff gag 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Doctors and nurses will be 
restored to the boards of health 
authorities and hospitals if 
Labour wins the next election, 
Harriet Harman, the party’s 
health spokeswoman, said 
yesterday. 

A Labour government would 
also “act to end the gag on NHS 
staff", she said, believing it is in 
the public interest for “all 
health service staff to be able to 
speak freely about their pro- 
fessional concerns”. 

But she told a British Med- 
ical Association meeting in 
Leeds that Labour would also 
set “tough new standards for 
patient care". 

That would include not just 
published targets for reduced 
waiting times, but tables setting 
out the numbers readmitted for 
treatment, and the number 
who get infections after treat- 
ment. 

"This kind of information will 
be published nationally for the 
first time, and made available 
to patients,” she said. 

Her move came as Stephen 
Dorrell, the Secretary of State 
for Health, appeared to rule out 
moves by NHS Trusts to sell 
their own-brand health insur- 
ance to patients. 

Some 30 trusts ore said to 


have 'had discussions with 
private insurers on launching 
schemes which could range 
from the promise of a fast-track 
for waiting-list operations to full 
cut-price private cover or cash 
allowances during NHS stays. 

Gerald Malone, minister for 
health, told MPs a fortnight ago 
that there was “no objection to 
NHS Trusts offering branded in- 
surance policies", but Mr Dor- 
rell confirmed yesterday that 
such an approach had "no place 
in our plans for the future of the 
NHS". 

In a letter to Alan Milbum, 
the Labour health spokesman, 
he maintained that Mr Malone's 
answer was a statement of "the 
longstanding legal position”. 
But he added: “I do not believe 
that private health insurance 
schemes could in any circum- 
stances be introduced without 
an unacceptable risk to public 
funds. I do not believe were is 
any reason for the NHS to in- 
volve itself in that activity.” 

Mr Milburn argued that Mr 
Dorrell’s comments amounted 
to a major climbdown after Mr 
Malone's comments. 

The health minister, he 
claimed had “let the cat out of 
the bag" by revealing the Con- 
servatives’ real intentions for the 
NHS, but had now been 
"slapped down” by Mr Dorrell. 


Parties 

clash 

over 

elected 

mayors 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Tony Blair and Michael Hesel- 
tine clashed over proposals for 
an elected mayor for London at 
the opening of the local election 
campaign yesterday as the 
Labour leader underlined his 
commitment to the idea. 

The Deputy Prime Minister, 
Mr HeseJnne — a past advocate 
of elected bosses for big cities 
— argued that directly elected 
mayors could not be intro- 
duced without a "root-and 
branch-reform of the working 
of local government". 

John Gummer. Secretary of 
State for the Environment, 
joined the attack. Labour, he 
said, in its recent consultation 
document on London had been 
unable to decide “whether it 
wants a mayor or a new GLC 
[Greater London Council}. So 
it bos decided It will have both.” 

But Mr Blair, in a speech in 
London, insisted that the idea 
offered "real potential to be the 
spur for the renewal of local 
democracy in this country". 

“Strong civic leadership 
could help restore much need- 
ed civic pride in London," he 
said. "Imagine the potential 
energy an elected mayor could 
give to London in the new mil- 
lennium. Not a ceremonial role, 
but elected political leadership 
which has as its job speaking up 
for the people of London and 
driving the renewal of the city." 
The potential, he added, was 
“equally strong for other cities 
in Britain”. 

His comments came after 
Mr Heseltine, who promoted 
the idea of elected mayors dur- 
ing his backbench exile in the 
Eighties, said the idea could not 
simply be stuck on as “an Elasto- 
plast" to the existing structure. 

A mayor would require the 
focusing of powers at present 
widely dispersed through a myr- 
iad of overlapping committees, 
he said. That in turn would re- 
quire a root-and-branch reform 
of local government if an elect- 
ed mayor was not be neutered 
by the existing bureaucracies. 
But, he added, in an article in 
the London Ei'ening Standard 
newspaper, "I detect no public 
appetite whatsoever for root- 
and-branch reform." 

Having a Minister for London 
and a Cabinet committee for the 
capital provided the "flexibility 
to meet the diversity of London’s 
needs", Mr Heseltine said, ar- 
guing that it was “a mistake" to 
have one over-arching structure 
for the capital. 

He also attacked Labour’s 
proposal for the police to be 
placed under Labour’s pro- 
posed London-wide authority 
— an idea which Labour said 
was backed by Sir Paul Condon, 
Commissioner for the Metro- 
politan Police. 

The Conservatives' opposi- 
tion to a London-wide body 
showed just how out of touch 
they were, Mr Blair argued, 
while the creation of elected 
mayors would be a genuinely 
decentralising policy. 

“Central government would 
deliberately be creating pow- 
erful political voices in the 
cities of this country. We would 
be doing it both to enrich 
democracy and to give new di- 
rection to onr cities," be said. 

While he insisted Labour’s 
proposal for London remained 
a consultation issue, he stressed: 

T have made my views dear". 


Hardly electrifying as the Tories decide to give rail debate a miss 

Ms Short on the right lines 
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"llare Short, the Labour 
✓frontbencher who upset her 
party leadership by expressing 
an almost socialist view of tax- 
ation, yesterday returned to 
the touchy subject. 

Spiking Tbry guns as she 
opened a debate on the sale of 
Railtrack. the shadow transport 
secretary said she would “like 
to say a word on lax”. 

But, to cheers from her col- 
leagues, she went on: “The cost 
of privatising the railways 
amounts to an extra £10638 for 
every taxpayer in the country. 
This is equal to an extra Ip on 
the basic rate of income tax.” 

Ms Short had been expected 
to come under attack from 
MPs hoping to exploit her 
weekend remarks. However 
most Conservative back- 
benchers gave the debate a 
miss. 

There were only 14 in the 
chamber when Sir George 
Young; Secretary of State for 
Transport, rose to speak - com- 
pared to some 30 Labour MPs 
- and no telling blows were land- 
ed. 

Sir George wondered if the 


higher levels of rail investment 
Ms Short talked of were going 
to come from higher taxes on 
MPs, who she had seemed to 
imply could afford to pay more. 
■ “One can but contrast the 
way the leadership embraced 
and protected Harriet Harman 
sending her son to a grammar 
school, and silenced Ms Short 
for suggesting that the better off 
should pay more taxes. 

“The one is endorsed for act- 



Inside 

Parliament 

Stephen 

Goodwin 


mg like a Tory: the other re- 
buked for speaking like a 
Socialist," Sir George said. 

I n a stern message to would- 
be shareholders, Ms Short 
said a Labour government 
could lake power to direct Rail- 
track’s investment, control 


charges on train operators, re- 
strict land disposals and claw 
back most of the company’s in- 
come from property sales. 

“The use of regulation to pro- 
tect the national interest will 
change the Likely rate of return 
to shareholders,” Ms Short 
said. A preliminary prospectus 
for the £l.Sbn sale was pub- 
lished on Monday. 

Ms Short said Labour want- 
ed to be straight with potential 
investors. In government it 
would use all the levers at its dis- 
posal to reintergraie the rail- 
ways under an renewed British 
Rail and to mobilise a public- 
private partnership to secure an 
increase in passengers and 
freight 

Labour could alter the com- 
pany's priorities in order to 
serve the interests of the pub- 
lic rather than those of share- 
holders, she said, adding: “Tb 
place our hands directly and se- 
curely on those powerful levers 
of control we shall need only a 
small amendment to the Rail- 
ways Act of 1993." 

Sir George dismissed the 
threat, saying Labour’s attempts 


to stop the privatisation would 
□ot work. One million prospec- 
tive investors had already reg- 
istered with share shops and by 
the time of the general election 
there would not be much, if any- 
thing, left of BR to reconstitute. 

But as the Secretary of State 
waxed eloquent about benefits 
such as bus links introduced by 
South West Trains and on- 
board check-in facilities on the 
Gatwick Express, a rather de- 
flationary note was introduced 
by David Ctridgey of the Liberal 
Democrats. 

Mr Chidgey, MP for East- 
leigh, said the 830pm on Tues- 
day from Waterloo to Poole, 
“was unfortunately mistakenly 
signalled onto the Salisbury 
line. 

“You don’t have to be a rail- 
way buff to know that the line 
from Waterloo to Weymouth, 
through Poole, is electrified. 
The line to Salisbury is not Con- 
sequently, it ground to a halt just 
west of Basingstoke, where the 
staff on the train led passengers 
to safety by torchlight. 

“Is this the new modern rail- 

mmi* Ci, fi»nnw* ialkina nf? 


jJ 5 



it begins over one 
hundred million yean 
ago when naturally 
carbonated water 
first bubbled through 
a spring at Vergeze, 
southern France. 

This remarkable 
phenomenon lay 
unnoticed until 2 1 Sac, 
when Hannibal (of 
elephants fame) dis- 
covered it- When (he 
Romans arrived, they 
proved quite partial 
to a drop, too. 
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Later soli, Napoleon 
decreed that it 
should be bottled 
“for the goodness of 
France." 

For centuries, the 
pleasures of this unique 
water were passed 
on from Frenchman 
Co Frenchman. 

But it took an 
Englishman to put it 
on the map. 

In 1903 St. John 
Harmsworih found 
himself convalescing 
at Vergeze. Mindful 
of the water’s health- 
giving properties, his 
doctor prescribed it. 

The effect was more 
dramatic than the 
doctor bargained 
for. Harms worth 
immediately bought 
die spring and started 
bottling its contents 
for commercial sale. 
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As a tribute, he named 
the new product 
after the man who 
had introduced it 
to him; Dr. Perrier. 
In a further flash 
of inspiration, he 
modeUed the battles on 
the shape of die Indian 
clubs he had been 
exercising with during 

his convalescence. Ex 
voila-Perrier water. 
©>r^e> <SS»^g) 

Today, nothing much 
has changed. Perrier 
still gushes from that 
same spring. 

Those same natural 
gases still infuse it with 
the same effervescence. 

It is soil untouched by 
additives, chemicals 
and human hand 

And of course, it still 
sports its famous 
green glass bottle. 
(Glass, because mere 
plastic cannot preserve 
Perrier's distinctive 
sparkle for long 
periods.) 

In short, it is still the 
original. 

Or should that be 
eauriginal? 
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Third man seen at 
Oklahoma bomb site 





Half an hour before the Okla- 
homa bo mbing , Dave Snyder 
was smoking at a street comer 
a few blocks from the Alfred P 
Murrah federal building, wait- 
ing for a delivery of computer 
equipment. He spotted a Ryder 
truck moving slowly, as if heav- 
ily loaded and, mistaking it for 
his computers, went out to 
greet iL The front-seat passen- 
ger, Mr Snyder says, “gives me 
this go-to-heD land of look'’. De- 
scribing a scowling skinhead, Mr 
Snyder asserts; “This is Tim 
McVeigh. He’s in the passenger 
seat, 15 feet away. I am ab- 
solutely sure.” 

Timothy McVeigh, and his 
friend Terry Nichols are 
charged with murder and con- 
spiracy in connection with the 
bomb which killed 168 people 
in Oklahoma a year ago. Mr 
Snyder's account, delivered to 
the FBI, might seem like damn- 
ing prosecution evidence, but 
Mr McVeigh's lawyer, Stephen 
Jones, sees it as doing the op- 
posite - helping to undermine 
the prosecution case. 

If Mr McVeigh was the pas- 
senger, Mr Jones argues, who 
was driving the truck, which con- 


Gavin Esler reports on fresh 
doubts about the investigation 


gained 5,00QIb of home-made 
explosives primed for the worst 
act of mass murder in US his- 
tory? Mr McVeigh’s former 
army buddy and alleged co-con- 
spirator, the only other person 
charged, Mr Nichols, was - 
even prosecutors accept - 300 
miles away at home in Kansas. 

Mr Snyder got his sister to 
draw a kind of photofit of the 
man he describes as having “a 
pretty good tan ... olive- 
coloured skin,” and “a thin 
pencil moustache like in the old 
gangster movies’'. The driver is 
certainly not Mr Nichols. And 
despite "the word of many such 
witnesses who Insist Mr 
McVfeigh was not alone in the 
truck, the FBI has issued no cur- 
rent wanted posters for anyone 
still being sought for the bomb- 
ing. Far from being the bomb- 
ing mastermind, was Mr 
McVeigh therefore a mere foot- 
soldier in a bigger conspiracy? 

With political pressure from 
President BQl Clinton to secure 
Lhe death penalty, agents and 



Hurd man: An artist’s view of 
McVeigh’s ‘companion' 

prosecutors refuse to talk pub- 
licly. This is the most complex 
case in US cr iminal history — 
22,000 witnesses have been in- 
terviewed. But there are nu- 
merous inconsistencies and 
unanswered questions. At least 
one witness claims be saw a get- 
away car driving behind the 
truck as it progressed through 
central Oklahoma City. And 
then there was “John Doe 


Number Tivo" apparently seen 
when Mr McVeigh rented the 
truck, bur never found. 

Taken together, Mr Jones 
believes, such statements point 
to a prosecution case which is 
weak and drcnmstantial. “Tlte 
... bombing had to be a large 
conspiracy,” he said, scoffing at 
the idea that Messrs McVeigh 
and Nichols alone could build 
and deliver such a bomb. ’Ter- 
rorism,” Mr Jones says, “re- 
quires an infrastructure.” 

Oklahomans, stiD grieving, re- 
gard such views as fantasies, but 
maty also suspect that, in their 

Hftfprminarirm rn nail T he 1W) ac- 
cused, prosecutors are ignoring 
evidence of a wider conspiracy. 

There are fears that other 
bomb plotters may stfl] be on the 
loose. The McVeigh-Nichols 
trial is unlikely to begin until 
next year and the burden on fed- 
eral prosecutors is heavy. 

TTiey must either expose this 
suspected wider conspiracy or 
prove that two drifters are the 
most accomplished terrorists 
of our times. 

Gavin Ester's Newsnight report 
is on BBC2 ax 1030pm tonight 
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Minim am 
Deposit 

Discounted Rate 
in Year 1 

APR 

(Vanable) 

25 % 

2 * 14 % 

2 * 1 % 

15 % 

2 - 64 % 

2 * 7 % 

5 % 

3 - 14 % 

3 * 2 % 


When you’re looking for a mortgage, team up with Nationwide. We’ve got a whole range of 
discounted mortgages over 1, 2 or 3 years you’ll be over the moon about. We’ll kick off by helping 
you save up to 70% off our normal first years monthly repayments. And we’ll give you up to £790 


DuMnlat nta trmtUUt a // «wfa n ii attj. 


further on 1st May when our standard variable rate drops to 6.74%, APR 7.0_% (variable). As a bonus, if you — — 

In tune with people 

complete your application form before the 3 1st of July deadline, there’s an extra £50 in it for you. As a premier 

league building society, we can offer you benefits season after season. Dive into any Nationwide branch for details. B— ^BP** I **‘****"I 

^ 7 THE BUILDING SOCIETY. 


Find us on die Internet at hrrpj/ wwwjurionwidc.Co.uk 

Trpkal ample and laving quoted assunxi bonowen takr a variable rate of 2.14% afar a 4.85% domain in jw 1 otfota aiiTenr cundard variable rate l<4Wi APR 7. Jib (varabis), A conpk [male ind (auk), mvsnolbcn. aged 25. applying fa a £56,000 Endcriman Mortgage «vcr 25 joi 
on a puiduic ptke of £93,000 (amnia iefetit of 40%). 300 manddy p a y me n ts of £91 -S'), net of MIRAS « 1 5%. APR Z_l%lvrahlri. APR, are band on 1 year discount applying for tbc term of the mortgage. In practice, liter the rate period, our (hen Dotmal variable interest rate wiB 

apply. Total Amount Payable w91 be £86.151. which includes 300 mortgage and endowment payment, Mbdur's mortgage coos of £100 adoding VAT Imumet tune wikitor kb fee both ofus) and redan prior fa* of £40. A typical monthly endowment ptemiom » £87 (variable). Payment! 
must be mode bp Direct Debit orfkxAerount miu&rf fa (be terra of rhr discount Eniy itdanpdon fas cfanged if you repay your mortgagr or uandtr to another oiler doling the hiu five yeas. For full dnoiliieerdevut literature. f*Wih«* ■" .ppliarinn farefimd of op io £290 and 

a £50 Beaus available if an application is made by 31st July 1996 and omupterion ooun by 31*e Jammy 1997, paid liter completion. Dbcouhci quoted ate off standard variable eatc. Mortgages arc subfat io status and security A tollable so dime aped IS or ovet only. Fw fans eweedmg 75% 
of die pofebase price or valuation, whichever is die lower, in additional ofaaige will be made. Please note iliac hr nriout kgal, regular cry and aastocner service requirement! jour telephone call will be reeordoi. Nationwide Building Society. Nationwide Lite Umired and Nationwide Unit Trust 
Manages* Linked represent only tbc Nationwide Marketing Croup, which is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority file life assurance, pennons and unit ssiut product*. Nationwide Unit Tout Managers Limited is oko reflated by 1MRO. Nationwide wfcphone Customer Adrian* are 
iatnxioccn fix' disc Nationwide Marfatiag Gronp. Written q u otations arrilaldc on ttxjum (rota Nationwide Budding Society. Naeinnwidc House. Pipers Way. Swiodwi SN38 INW. N ati onwide ha aMwriw»iJrii. lb.ibtaggA^A. nthaerihetm rise Code of Rushing PtMioe. 


YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE 

OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 


Passport-free zone set to expand 

Brussels -— Europe’s passport-free travel zone could expand north- 
wards today, despite problems faced by the seven signatories of 
rttft5tt4M»fnynarrn Tri in implementing their dream of a “borderless” 
continent The Schengen executive committee is expected to agree 
in The Hague that European Union members Denmark, Finland 
and Sweden and non-members Norway and Iceland be admit- 
ted as observers of the travel treaty from 1 May. Baiter 

Tito's yacht sells for £1.4m 

Belgrade — After two unsuccessful auctions, the luxury yacht of 
the late President Josip Broz Tito sold for $2.1m (£i.4m) to a 
Paris-based American millionaire, Belgrade media reported. The 
new owner, who did not want to be named, may turn the 390ft 
Galeb (Seagull) into a ship design facility, reports said. AP 

Honour in France for US ambassador 

Paris — United States ambassador to France Pamela Harriman 
was mad e a Commander of France's Order of Arts and Letters 
in recognition of her patronage of the fine arts. The award was 
conferred on her by Cultural Affairs Minister Philippe Douste- 
Blazy, who praised her role in helping arrange the Paris exhibi- 
tionof the Barnes Collection of impressionist paintings- Reuter 

Corsican police in nationalist gun battle 

Ajvao— Police traded fire with members of a militant nation- 
alist group in a shootout that killed an officer and a militant The 
clash began at around 730pm on Tuesday in Ajacrio in the south 
of the island; the gunmen were suspected members of Cuncolta 
Naznindista, Corsica's leading nationalist group. AP 

Jews uige action over Nazi compensation 

Berlin — Jews whose property was seized by the Nazis demanded 
fester action from German officials yesterday to settle compen- 
sation claims ignored for decades in formerly communist east- 
ern Germany. Reuter 

Muggers decide to increase productivity 

Dhaka — Bangladeshi muggers attending their first conference 
have derided to double their efforts at busy traffic intersections 
in the capital newspapers reported. The Bhorer Kagoj said over 
100 delegates bestowed the title “Master Hijacker” on the group's 
leader, Moh ammad Rippon, for his record of 21 muggings in two 
hours. The meeting derided muggers should double their daily 
tally to 120 to meet “social and family demands”. Reuter 


URGENT appeal 


crisis IN 

LEBANON 


As you read this, an emergency is unfolding in Lebanon. 
400.000 men, women and children have abandoned their 
homes to escape the recent outbreak of fighting. 

The refugees are fleeing north. Many are too exhausted to 
carry on and are seeking shelter in schools, hospitals and 
factories. More refugees are expected to join them. 

The Red Cross is already on the spot giving mattresses 
blankets and vital food aid to people who have left 
everything behind. We are die only international aid agency 
providing assistance throughout southern Lebanon, 
distributing supplies to medical centres and dinics, and we 
are deploying 32 ambulances and 25 mobile Red Cross 
clinics to the areas of greatest need. 

Now we need your help to ensure aid continues to reach 
those who need it desperately. Please give as much as you 
can today. Your donation can save lives. Thank you. 

Please call now with your credit card donation. 

0171 245 1000 

Or you can send a cheque or postal order with the 
coupon below. 

+ British Red Cross 

Caring for people in crisis 

tejtistared Charity ft p 220*49 

1 enclose a cheque /postal order (payable to British Red C"**) (~j 

□ £250* □ £50 □ £30 □ £20 Other £_ 

Or please debit my Wsj/Masieronl/Amqt/Dmew dab /Switch Card 


Today’s date 

Mr/ Mrs/ M b/ M s. 

Add tee 


. Signature . 
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US patches up 
frayed relations 
with Japan 


Somersault of death at air show 



_ jL-L 

international 

Baltic states 
seek defence 
guarantees 


RICHARD LLOYD PARRY 

Tokyo 

In the old days, it was in Europe 
that American presidents made 
big statements about interna- 
tional security. They wem to 
Asia for talk of human rights, 
markets, and trade imbalances. 
Bill Clinton’s Slate visit to 
Japan, which got under way in 
Tokyo yesterday, is a lesson in 
how much priorities have 
changed sum* the end of the 
Cold Win an Asian summit de- 
voted principally to security 
and the maintenance of what 
American leaders refer to as the 
most important bilateral rela- 
tionship in the world 

In form, the meeting be- 
tween Mr Clinton and the 
Japanese Prime Minister, Ryu- 
taro Hashimoio, has been con- 
ventional enough. But the 
contrasts with previous summits, 
dominated by fractious argu- 
ments about trade, are striking. 

The joint statement ex- 
changed by the two leaders in 
front of the Akasaka Palace yes- 
terday was itself an indication of 
the change of emphasis. The 
meal of the agreement was 
about security, a forceful con- 
firmation of ihc status quo in the 
face of gathering uncertainty in- 
side and outside Japan. 

The Joint Declaration on 
Security contains no surprises. 
The US will maintain 100,000 
forward-deployed troops in 
Asia, and around 47,000 of 
these, the same number as be- 
fore, will be based in Japan. The 


two sides will continue to co- 
operate on intelligence-gath- 
ering and strategy in times of 
crisis, and jointly develop the F2 
support fighter. Tokyo will con- 
tinue to pay for the maintenance 
of its military guests; Washing- 
ton will continue to support 
Japan’s bid for a permanent seat 
on the UN Security Council, 

But behind all this mutual 
reaffirmation there is more than 
a linJe nervousness, and it coroes 
at a crucial moment, both for 
Asian security as a trirole and for 
America’s particular interests in 
Japan. 

Touted in the Joint Declara- 
tion as a celebration of “one of 
the most successful bilateral 
relationships in history", the 
summit is in many ways the cul- 
mination of a giant damage lim- 
itation exercise which began last 
September after the rape of a 
12-year-old Japanese schoolgirl 
by three US servicemen on the 
island of Okinawa. 

The crime galvanised long- 
standing resentment on the is- 
land, where three-quarters of all 
US bases and 29,000 US troops 
are concentrated In October, 
85,000 Okinawans rallied in 
protest at the US presence. The 
Prefecture Governor, Masahide 
Ota, refused to sign documents 
necessary for the compulsory 
leasing of land used by the bases. 
The dispute remains embar- 
rassingly unresolved 

The Okinawa issue was in 
part pre-empted by the unveil- 
ing on Monday of an American 
plan to return one-fifth of the 


Okinawan land currently occu- 
pied by the bases. The cost, to 
be met by the Japanese, is es- 
timated at 1 trillion yen. 

But the visit is also a reflec- 
tion of wider anxieties about 
Asia. Mr Qintun visited the air- 
craft carrier Independence 
which, less than a month ago, 
was nervously watching ewer 
Chinese missile tests in the 
Straits ofThiwan. Earlier, he and 
Mr Hashimoto discussed the sit- 
uation on the Korean herder, 
where North Korean troops vi- 
olated the armistice curlier in the 
month. If war did break out on 
the peninsula, the American | 
mflitaiy effort would be supplied i 
and coordinated from Okinawa. I 

But a fog of ambiguity sur- 
rounds Japan’s actual role in the 
event of an emergency. Under 
the post-war constitution Japan 
is forbidden from “the use of 
force as a means of settling in- 
ternational disputes". Its militaiy 
is strictly designated as the Self 
Defence Force. Any suggestion 
that it might operate outside the 
confines of Japanese territory is 
profoundly contrivers ial. 

US officials refuse to be 
drawn into discussion of another 
country’s constitutional dilem- 
mas; the Japanese say vaguely 
that their response to an emer- 
gency will depend on what that 
emergency may be. As Mr Clin- 
ton and Mr Hashimoto shook 
hands yesterday, Lhere was a 
Strong suspicion they were cross- 
ing their fingers behind their 
backs, and hoping their grand 
words would never be tested. 


m 



A veteran pilot, Charlie Hillard, flying a Hawker Sea Fury, was killed when he crashed while 
landing in Lakeland, Florida, at the 22nd annual Sun ’n Fun Fly-In Photograph; AP 


‘Tactless’ Governor to leave Turks and Caicos islands 


JOHN LICHFIELD 

The Government yesterday dis- 
owned allegations made by the 
Governor of the Turks and 
Caicos islands which led to an 
embarrassing spat between 
Britain and one of the tiniest 
remaining outposts of its empire. 

Sir Nicholas Bohsor, Minis- 
ter of State at the Foreign Of- 


fice, confirmed that Governor 
Martin Bourke’s three-year 
terra, due to expire in Septem- 
ber, will not be extended:. But 
he said there was no question 
of London agreeing to ‘‘dis- 
proportionate" demands from 
the islands’ politicians for Mr 
Bourke's immediate removal. 

Sir Nicholas was speaking to 
the Independent on his return 


from a trouble-shooting mission 
to the Caribbean. He confirmed 
that earlier this month the Gov- 
ernment bad sent a frigate to pa- 
trol oft tiie islands in case the 
confrontation turned violent, 
but he denied this represented 
an implicit threat of British 
militaiy intervention. The only 
weapon the warship had been 
instructed to employ was its 


helicopter - to lift British offi- 
cials to safety if necessary. 

The dispute began in Febru- 
ary when Governor Bourke 
gave a magazine interview in 
which he said drug trafficking 
through the islands had reached 
a “peak” and crime was spi- 
ralling. Sir Nicholas said yes- 
terday that he had expressed his 
regret for these remarks in 


talks with the leading politicians 
of the islands earlier this week 
“The Governor said some 
things which, I think, were tact- 
less ... He assures me that he 
was not aware that they were 
part of the official interview." 

Sir Nicholas said that be was 
satisfied that drug-trafficking to 
the US through the Turks and 
Caicos Islands was not at a 


peak but had been substantial- 
ly reduced in the past decade. 

He went on to say he hoped 
that his visit, and “extremely 
friendly" talks with local politi- 
cians, would help to defuse the 
crisis; Bat he conceded that the 
problems were not yet over. The 
island politicians were still 
refusing to work with Governor 
Bourke. 


ADRIAN BRIDGE 

Tallinn 

Amid mounting fears that they 
might be left behind in the 
race to join Nato, leaders of the 
three Baltic states are pressing 
the West to come up with con- 
vincing alternative strategies 
for their security. 

It is not a task they are fac- 
ing with relish. Having regained 
independence from Moscow 
just five years ago, all three 
countries believe that the only 
way they can keep it is by be- 
coming part of the western mil- 
itary alliance. 

As the Estonian Prime Min- 
ister, Hit Vhhi, put it: “What we 
really want is a security guar- 
antee in the form of Nato mem- 
bership as soon as possible. 
Bui if it is going to stop short 
of that then, please, tell us 
what you have in mind." 

Mr Vahi yesterday had the 
chance to put his point across 
personally to Nato Secretary 
General Javier Solana during 
his brief stop-over in Tallinn. 

The content of their private 
discussion was not revealed. In 
public, however, Mr Solana re- 
stated that none of the 1 1 coun- 
tries currently seeking to join 
Nato had been excluded and 
that, while not being ruled in, 
the Baltic states had definitely 
not been ruled out. 

Despite such reassurances 
in public, Nato officials admi t 
privately that there are more dif- 
ficulties surrounding the mem- 
bership bids from the Baltic 
slates than those from other 
former communist countries, 
such as Hungary and Poland, 
which will almost certainly be 
admitted to the alliance first. 

The main problem concerns 
Russia and its violent objection 
to any suggestion that the Baltic 
states could one day join Nato. 
Russia is opposed to Nato ex- 
pansion in principle, but is par- 
ticularly sensitive about the 
idea of the alliance advancing 
up to its borders. 

On top of Moscow’s objec- 
tions, Estonia and Latvia have 
the additional complication of 
containing very large ethnic- 
Russian minorities, while Es- 
tonia even has an unresolved 
border dispute with’Moscow. 

While celebrating Baltic in- 


Renewing your home insurance 
in April or May ? 


If you’re 50 or over, 


save with Saga 


Home Insurance 


You will know how expensive home insurance can 


be -particularly if your insurance company is also 
having to insure younger, less careful householders. 
Thankfully, if you're aged 50 or over you can benefit 
from Saga Home Insurance - a superior household 
insurance that’s only available to mature, responsible 
people like you. 

Because of this. Saga Home Insurance can offer you 
genuine savings over other policies, while giving you 
cover that fully protects your home and possessions 
So if your home insurance is due for renewal soon 
or if you would simply like to find out bow much 
you could save with Saga Home Insurance, call us 
today - free 

The Saga Price Promise 


If you find another comparable policy at a lower 
price within 2 months of taking out Saga Home 
Insurance, we’ll refund you the difference. 




• Exclusively for people aged 50 or 
over. 

* Cover b comprehensive and low cost 

1 Free Saga Assist service - 
24 Hour Domestic Helpline. 

24 Hour Legal Helpline. 

24 Hour Glazing Service. 


30% off Worldwide flights. 
Free pen with your quotation. 
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TALKTIME 


Ml every month for 
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SAGA 


Services Ltd 


Sana Services Lid would flka » sand you brioimfUm about services 
provided by other Sega companies and may pass details to these 
companies to enable them to do so 


Call us today! 

For your fire no -obligation quote 
and a free Saga pen, simply call us 
dd tbe number below. We will be 
pleased to answer any questions 
yon bave on Sags Home Insurance. 

0800 414 525 ext. 2770 

Lines open Monday to Friday 9am - 6pm, 
Saturday 9am - 1pm 
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Mr /Mrs /Miss Initial: 


Address: 


Alternatively, send this cou pon to us in an envelope - you do not need a stamp: 
Services Limited. FREEFOST73t. Midddburg Square. Folkestone. Kent CT20 1BR 


Hesse tick (be type of covet Tar which you would l&e a quotation: 
Home Contents Cover CJ 


B gildings Cover 



MOTOROLA 

ORANGE MR) „ 
MOBILE PHONE 

• 180 name/ number memory 

tine. SWA card memory)- 
» 2 -line LCD display fordear 

display of number called. 

• Upto60 minutes tafaw/ 

1 1 hours standby- 
.Ceil callborn"^ 

call waiting and call hoW. 
Was £ 49 . 99 . 


When you connect to Talk 60. 
Ask in-store for details. 


Postcode 


Date of birth: 



Telephone No: 


Occupation: 


Policy 


Renewal Date 


Type of Property: 


Detached House: 


Terraced House: 


Semi- detached Bungalow. D Flat/Maisonetm: 


Other. 0 Please specify: 


Approximately when was it built ? .. 

1920 O 1920- JM5 U 1946-1979 □ ■ -IMUnociK- □ 


Serai - detached House: O 


Detached Bungalow: . O 


Answer YES to the following and you could uve up to 1 5% 
on year Cements premium. 


Does you home have an annually 


maintained burglar alarm? 


Is a 5-fenr mortise lock fitted to tbe 


final salt door? 


Are all other external doors fined with 


key-operated locks or bolts? 


Are secure key-operated locks fined to 


SAVE 
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orange 


1 Digital service ensures 
clarify and security, 
i Billing by the second. 

1 90% coverage of Great 
Britain's population, 
and growing, 
i Inclusive Tallcfime with 
every tariff. 
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-Are you an active member of 


a Police Approved Neighbourhood 
Watch Scheme? 


Yes O NoO 


Yes O No O 


For insurance on lined buildings, those of non-staudard 
constmefins, fiats and mnuaneoes. Or if you are the landlord of 
the property to be utsnred, please telephone 6880 414 535 tact 2770 
for jrbor quote or tick the boat for farther details 


Dixons 


There's a great 
deal going on 
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dependence, many Western 
leaders baulk at the idea of ac- 
tually being called upon (o de- 
fend’ it. As Douglas Hurd, the 
former British foreign secretary, 
put it recently: “Is it realiy 
credible that the United States 
or, indeed, Britain would un- 
dertake to defend Estonia if this 
could only be done with nuclear 
weapons?” 

Instead of Nato member- 
ship, Mr Hurd suggested that 
Baltic security concerns could 
best be met within a defence 
pact with neighbouring Scan- 
dinavian countries, headed by 
Sweden and Finland, neither of 
which are Nato members. Un- 
der sucb an arrangement. 
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia 
would dearly come under some 
sort of Western umbrella, but 
would not belong to an organ- 
isation viewed by many in 
Moscow as hostile. 

On a practical level, Scandi- 
navian countries bave already 
contributed more than others to 
the building up and retraining 
of Baltic armed forces, and are 
happy to go on doing so. They 
are horrified, however, at the 
suggestion that they should 
bear ultimate responsibility for 
their security. 

“This idea is simply unwork- 
able,” said a Scandinavian 
diplomat in Tallinn. “The 
Nordic countries are happy to 
complement Nato assistance 
here, but they cannot replace it” 

Baltic leaders themselves 
fear that given recent moves in 
Russia towards recreating 
something of a union with for- 
mer Soviet republics, exclusion 
from Nato will allow Moscow lo 
think that they have fallen into 
a “grey rone”. 

“For us a ‘grey zone’ would 
be a very black scenario,” said 
Mari- Ann Kelam, Estonian for- 
eign ministry press spokesman. 
“It could leave the impression 
that we were up for grabs. 1 * 

To counter this impression, 
Baltic politicians would seek to 
step up their involvement in 
Nato’s Partnership for Peace 
programme and would like to 
invite many more forces from 
Nato countries to participate in 
joint training exercises on Baltic 
. territories-They are also plan- 
ning to step up their efforts to 
join the European Union. 
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Berlusconi faces 
election trouble 

in paradise 


ANDREW GlIMBEL 

Milan 

If SQvio Berlusconi fulfils his 
dreams, maybe one day all of 
Italy will look like this. Rows 
of pleasant suburban blocks of 
flats in brownish -red, ample 
lawns and flower beds, children 
in designer jeans riding tricycles 
along gleaming concrete path' 
ways and family BMWs parked 
neatly in underground garages. 

Welcome to MOana 3 - a land 
of yuppie mini-city built by Mr 
Berlusconi during his days as a 
construction magnate in the 
late 197Qs and now home to 
10,000 well-to-do members of 
the Milan commuter belt 
moulded in his own image. 

This is the Berlusconi dream 
made flesh, bright and pleasant 
like something out of the floor- 
polish adverts broadcast on his 
private television stations. Even 
the street signs are adorned with 
the symbol of Mr Berlusconi's 
Channel Five. 

But these days there is trou- 
ble even in this secluded par- 
adise. Mr Berlusconi's political 
party, Forza Italia, is lagging in 
the campaign for this Sunday's 
general election, under pressure 
not only from the centre-left op- 
position but also from its inde- 
pendent erstwhile partner, the 
Northern League (still popular 
around Milan), and its current 
bosom ally, the reformed neo- 
fascist National Alliance. 

Mr Berlusconi himself looks 
like a man bracing for the 
worst. “Let's hope, let’s really 
hope, 7 ’ he said at a meeting in 
central Milan on Tuesday night 
- a far cry from his usual emi- 
srve optimism. 

Fbxza Italia's MP for Milano 
3, a bright and energetic edu- 
cation specialist called Vfclenti- 
na Aprea. finds herself battling 
to keep what is now considered 
a marginal constituency be- 
cause of the unglamorous high- 
rise council blocks and 
semi-abandoned farmhouses 
that lurk a few kilometres be- 
yond the town’s security gates. 

Mrs Aprea is popular local- 
ly thanks to a winning person- 
ality and two years of hard 


work in the constituency and in 
various cultural and educa- 
tional commissions in Rome. 
But that may not be enough to 
get her re-elected. 

“The polls put me ahead, but 
30 per cent of my electorate is 
still undecided. In these last few 
days I’m gunning for the mod- 
erate, Catholic vote," she said. 
“Italy needs a strong centrist 
party, and I think Silvio Berlus- 
coni is the ideal leader, a true 
moderate.” 

Such words capture Forza 
Italia's big problem, which is 
that its voters are moderate but 
that its leader clearly is not, de- 
spite strenuous public relations 



Silvio Berlusconi: Bracing 
himself for the worst 

efforts to paint him that way. In 
fact the party's moderate wing 
has been squeezed in this elec- 
tion campaign, partly because 
Mr Berlusconi has succumbed 
to the growing influence of the 
National Allian ce leader, Gi- 
anfranco Fmi. and partly be- 
cause his most moderate senior 
confidant, Vittorio Dotti, was 
expelled recently because his 
girlfriend was spilling sensitive 
information to the judiciary. 

Mrs Aprea is a case in point 
Although one of the party’s few 
bright young politicians, as a 
moderate die has been refused 
a place on Forza Italia’s list for 
the part of the election decided 
by proportional representation. 
Ifshe rails in her constituency she 
will have no chance to be “res- 
cued" and sent back to Rome. 


Partly because of Mr Berlus- 
coni's problems with anti-cor- 
ruption magistrates and the 
conflict of interest between his 
television stations and his po- 
litical career, he has been slowly 
squeezed out of the position of 
political dominance be enjoyed 
two years ago when he first 
swept topower. 

His Tnatcherite, free-mar- 
keteering programme has been 
heavily diluted to meet the 
needs of the National Alliance, 
which has wooed voters with 
promises of plentiful state jobs 
and welfare benefits. The con- 
tradictions within the centre- 
right alliance have become an 
electoral liability, with Mr 
Berlusconi on the one hand 
promising to reduce the size of 
the state but on the other say- 
ing no jobs will actually be cut. 

In the last week, Fbiza Italia’s 
campaign has become more 
desperate as the party de- 
monises the opposition as Com- 
munists nostalgic for the 
corrupt old order - a line that 
worked two years ago when the 
left was more monolithic but 
cuts little ice now that it has 
turned into a broad coalition. 

Privately, there is resentment 
too at the strength of the Na- 
tional Alliance and at Mr Fun’s 
responsibility for provoking an 
election at a time of weakness 
for Mr BerlusoonL 

The party leader for the Lom- 
bardy region, Onofirio Amolu- 
so Battista, said the best Forza 
Italia could hope for was an in- 
conclusive election result fol- 
lowed by a cross-party pact with 
the left-wing PDS on constitu- 
tional and electoral reform. 

If that is true, then Mr Berlus- 
coni is in real trouble. And if he 
is pushed aside by Mr Fmi af- 
ter the election, that will effec- 
tively radicalise the centre-right 
even further. “Without Berlus- 
coni, Forza Italia is finished," 
said a member of the party’s par- 
liamentary staff in Rome. The 
end of Forza Italia would leave 
a recently converted neo-Fastist 
party as the only credible force 
on the Italian right- a prospect 
even Mr Berlusconi’s worst en- 
emies would not relish. 



Copenhagen - A HelPs Angels dub bouse 
burns after bong hit tty an anti-tank mis- 
sile yesterday In the fittest round of a vi- 
cious turf wan A second missile later 
slammed into the premises of an allied 
motor-cycle gang. 

Police said that the first rocket hit a 
EeETs Angels clubhouse in Snoldelev, 20 


miles south-west of Copenhagen shortly af- which did not detonate. HeffsAngetehave 
ter midnight, r a n gi ng no injuries but been battfing the rival Bandidos gang m Den- 
barafng down an annexe, nrwrrfr anH \nrdic region for several years 

Four hours later a second missile but the latest round of violence flared last 
ploughed into a buffeting used by the An- month with the killing of local Bandidos 
gels’ alUes the Avengers, In Aalborg, 90 leaden Uffe Larsen, in an ambush at 
miles away. Four gang members sleeping Copenhagen airport. 

h| the fr wflfMng m»r»» imVir»r > hy mkrflt» | PhOfogfopb- Reciter 


Ambush blow to Eltsin’s hopes 


PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 

Just as his political fortunes 
seemed to be rallying, the 
Chechen war has reared up in 
the face of Boris Yeltsin with the 
death of 26 Russian troops in a 
rebel attack timed to undermine 
one of the most important fix- 
tures of bis election campaign 
to date. 

As the embattled president 
went wooing voters in the south- 
ern Russian city of Budennovsk 
yesterday - scene of a mass 
hostage-taking by Chechen sep- 
aratists last year -news reached 
Moscow that rebels had laid 
waste a Russian convoy 30 
miles south of Grozny. 

According to a Russian mil- 
itary spokesman, 26 service- 
men were killed and 51 were 
wounded in the attack which — 
no doubt to the further dis- 
comfort of the Kremlin - oc- 


curred shortly before leaders of propelled grenade launchers 
the G7 countries, including and mortars. AH but four were 


John Major, gather in Moscow 
for a heaviiy-byped nuclear 
summit this weekend. 

The episode was yet anoth- 
er dent in Russian efforts to con- 
vince the international 
community and domestic voters 
that the Chechen war is coming 
to a dose, following Mr Yeltsin’s 
announcement on 31 March of 
an end to major military oper- 
ations and the his peace plan. 

Despite Russian denials, it 
has become dear that fighting 
on both sides has continued, in- 
cluding aerial bombing raids by 
the Russian military on 
Chechen villages - most re- 
cently, Goiskoye. 

Details of yesterday’s assault 
were incomplete last night but 
the Interfax news agency said 
the Chechens attacked a convoy 
of 27 lorries, blasting them 
from dose range with rocket- 


reportedly destroyed. 

That the attack was timed to 
disrupt Mr Yeltsin’s early cam- 
paigning for Jane's presidential 
election is in little doubt, as the 
Chechens have previously 
demonstrated that they know 
precisely howto grab tfre head- 
lines. Last month, on the eve of 
an all-important Russian Secu- 
rity Council meeting on a set- 
tlement for Chechnya, they 
stormed into Grozny and held 
part of the dty for three days. 

As he campaigned through 
the czty yesterday, Mr Yeltsin 
made no mention of the am- 
bush. He did, however, have 
harsh words for the Chechens, 
accusing the rebel leader 
Dzhokhar Dudayev of disrupt- 
ing all previous peace efforts. 

In remarks that will bolster 
rumours that his hardline mil- 
itary advisers are withholding 


in formation from him, the pres- 
ident also made the astonishing 
claim that “there is no war as 
such”, boasting that two-thirds 
of Chechnya’s districts are free 
from rebek However, the “fight 
against terrorism and banditry" 
would continue. 

Whether many Russians be- 
lieve this double-speak remains 
to be seen, but the signs are not 
promising. During a campaign 
visit to southern Russia this 
week, Mr Yeltsin arrived to 
boos and jeers. And in Buden- 
novsk, many on-lookers said 
they would not vote for him, de- 
spite his repeated promises to 
end the war. 
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Win a luxurious weekend 
break 
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The Runnymede Hotel, 
situated on the banks of 
the Thames, offers guests 
the utmost in comfort in 
each of the 171 rooms. The 
Health and Fitness Spa is 
outstanding, the facilities 
include an 18m swimming 
pool, sauna, gymnasium, 
and beauty therapy rooms. 



For Information and reservations 
Tefc017B4 438 171 
For your chance to win one 
of two superb £690 week- 
end breaks, simply call our 
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Two lucky winnere, each hotline, answer two simple 
with one guest, will enjoy a questions and leave your 
weekend of luxury with full name address details 
use of all facilities plus a 00 ^ ne - 
rplaiino hanlr maconop. and So call now on.... 


relaxing back massage and 
mini facial. . 
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EiEub's dediioa is final. 


National & Provincial Building Society 
Proposed Transfer of Business to Abbey National flc 
Result of Members’ Vote 

National and Provincial Building Society hereby gives Notice to 
all members of the Society that the result of the vote on the 
Saving Members' Special Resolution and on the Borrowing 
Members’ Resolution moved at die Special General Meeting of 
the membera of die Society held at NYNEX arena Manchester 
on II April 1996 is as follows: 

. Saving Members’ Special Resolution 

\foes in favour 843,226 

Vfatss against 33.394 

local votes cast 876,620 

Members qualified to vote 1,056,061 

The votes cast in favour of die resolution represent 962% of the 
meal votes cast compared with the 75% majority required, and 
79.8% of the members qualified to vote, compared with the 50% 
required. Tbe resolution has accordingly been passed. 

Borrowing Members’ Resolution 

\fores in favour 233,201 

Mates against 10,468 

Total voces cast 243,669 

The votes cast in favour of the resolution represent 95.7% of the 
total votes cast compared with the simple majority required. The 
resolution has accordingly been passed. 

Issued by Authority of the Directors 
R. Keith Mather 

S ecretary 18 April 1996 
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DIRECT MOTOR 
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claim serv ice! 


W i c li ’ * ' 1 c .1 r" mir unique 21 hour 
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e> ei ' (Iiinti up -uni in.ike lilt' easier for 
% ou - like providing .i amfit’sv ear when 
vours i> oil the road In'ing repaired. 


BUILDING SOCIETIES ACT 1986 

CONFIRMATION HEARING 

NATIONAL & PROVINCIAL 
BUILDING SOCIETY 

Notice is hereby given that National & Provincial Budding Society 
has applied to tbe Building Societies Commission to confirm, 
under section 98 of the Act, the transfer of its business to Abbey 
National pic and the of the transfer 

Any interested party has the right to make written or oral 
representations, or both, to the Commission with respect to this 
application. 

Written representations must reach the Commission by 12 noon 
cm 13 May 1996. 

’Written notice of intention to make oral representations must also 
reach die Commission by 12 noon on 13 May 1996. 

The Commission Intends to hear oral representations on 3 June 
1996 and will advise intending participants of the time and place. 

The Act provides that the Commission muse confirm a transfer 
unless it considers than 

(a) some information material to the members' decision about 
the transfer was not made available to all the members 
eligible to wore; Or 

(b) the vote on any resolution approving die transfer does not 
represent the views of the members eligible to vote; or 

(c) there u a substantial risk that the successor company will 
not be authorised under the Banking Act 1987; or 

(d) some relevant requirement of the Act or the rules of the 

Society was not fulfilled. 

The address of the Building Societies Commission Is 15 Great 
Marlborough Street, London W1V 2LL 


N&P_ 

National & Provincial Building Society 


With you in an 
hour or £10 back. 

Breakdown cover from just 

£ 29.50 

© JOIN TODAY CALL FREE 

FREE INFORMATION PACK 

0800 000 111 
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Fears for 
Haiti as 

US force 

quits 


PHIL DAVISW 

Latin America Conespondent 

Eighteen months afler 

Haiti to restore urntfed 
SentJean-Bertrand^ 

tide, the last American tamwt 
troops left the country yestw- 
dty/rightfuDy claiming are- 
sounding success in keeping 
the peace. But what now- 

Hie Americans left seauity 
in the hands of 1.900 United Na- 
dons soldiers from Canada. 
Pakistan and Bangladesh- Wbai 
these pull out on 30 June,^a 

affix®-?® 

Haitians will be faced with de- 
fending democracy and ensur- 
ing that the disbanded but 
long-powerful Haitian miKtaiy 
does not rise from the ashes. 

Diplomats in Haiti and neigh- 
bonring Dominican Republic say 
there arc indications that exiled 
former military officers loyal to 
the ousted dictator, Jean-Oaodc 
Duvalier, may have been plan- 
ning a coup after the departure 
of US and UN troops. 

That, apparently, was the 
reason the Dominican Rejnriv 
lie government locked up Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Michel Frangxs, 
former head of Haiti's military- 
Jed police and the driving force 
behind the 1991 coup against 
Mr Aristide, and Franck Re- 
main, former mayor of the 
Haitian capital. Fort-au- Prince. 

When the US ordered the 
1991 coup leaders out of the 
country in September 1994, in- 
cluding Colonel Francois and 
General Raoul Cedras, nothing 
was said about their return. 

And what of the old Tontoos 
Macoutes or their later mani- 
festation, the Ffaph (Front for 
tike Advancement and Progress 
of Haiti) who terrorised Haitians 
before the US intervention? 

“These guys are still out there 
and they may have weapons." 
Stan Schrager. spokesman for 
the US embassy in Port-au- 
Prince, told the Independcm 
yesterday. “What happens after 
June 30, when the UN troops 
leave? I don't know.” 
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US plan for Lebanon kills ceasefire hopes 


fcsraeTs onslaught on Lebanon 
appeared likely to continue last 
night after United States pro- 
posals to bring about an end to 
the bloodshed turned out to be 
httie more than a copy of pre- 
whis Israeli demands to disarm 
the Hizbollah guerrillas in 
southern Lebanon and leave 
Israel’s occupation army in 
place for months to come. 

Lebanese ministers tried to 

pul a brave face onthe US plan 

- in London, Rafiq Hariri, the 
Lebanese prune minister, sug- 
gested it contained “positive” el- 
ements - but Farez Boulez, the 
foreign minister, said in Cairo 
that it contradicted “all UN res- 
olutions regarding the Middle 
East peace process”. 

The Lebanese and Syrians 
were particularly dismayed to 
find that it made no reference 
to the 1978 UN Security Coun- 
cil resolution 425 which called 
for the withdrawal of all Israeli 
troops from southern Lebanon 

- and which is supposed to be 


one of the principles upon 
which the overall American-ls- 
raeli peace with the Arabs is 
based. And despite initial hopes 
that both the Syrian and Iran- 
ian foreign ministers, Farouq al- 
Sharaa and AK Akhar Velayati 
would arrive in Beirut to help 
secure a new peace, neither 
came to Lebanon. Mr aj- 
Sharaa contented himself with 
offering Syria's support for an 
end to the violence while an ex- 
pected Iranian delegation nev- 
er showed up. 

It would be pleasant to con- 
clude that the US proposals per- 
suaded Israel to cancel air 
attacks on Beirut for the first 
time in seven days but fierce 
storms and heavy cloud cover 
may have prevented Israeli 
raids. The Israeli bombard- 
ment of southern Lebanon con- 
tinued as 10 more Katyusha 
rockets were fired by Hizbollah, 
six of them landing in Galilee 
and wounding an Israeli civilian, 
die other four in Israel’s occu- 


Robert Fisk reports from Beirut where an American peace draft based 
on Israeli demands offered little prospect of an end to the bloodshed 


pation zone. The Israelis may 
have taken some slim comfort 
aL the news that Hizbollah has 
acknowledged the death of a 
single guerrilla, killed in the 
southern village of Jebel cl- 
Butm, near lyre. 

There was confusion, how- 
ever, over the scope and content 
of some of the American pro- 
posals. In verbal messages lo 
Lebanese and Syrian ministers, 
the US said that both Israel and 
Hizbollah should agree to end 
all attacks on civilians and that 
Hizbollah must lay down its 
arms - or be disarmed - in 
southern Lebanon; after nine 
months of peace. Israel would 
begin discussions on a military 
withdrawal In reality, h was nev- 
er possible that the Lebanese or 
the Syrians - who dominate the 
Lebanese government and 
much of Lebanon where thev 


maintain 22,000 troops - would 
allow Hizbollah to be disarmed. 

Forcibly taking away their 
weapons - even if possible - 
might rekindle the Lebanese 
civil war and President Asad 
has no intention of destroying 


nounced that timetables were 
not sacred - neither Lebanon 
or Syria is inclined lo believe 
that discussions would begin or 
bear fruit after nine months of 
further Israeli occupation. 

However, in a written set of 


‘Is America ready to put forward 
serious proposals on the core of this 
problem - the Israeli occupation?’ 


one of the most powerful 
weapons at his disposal in the 
negotiations with Israel over the 
occupied Golan Heights. And 
after seeing how Yasser Arafat’s 
trust in Israeli withdrawal 
timetables was betrayed - after 
the PLO-Isracli peace was 
signed the late Israeli prime 
minister Yitzhak Rabin an- 


proposals handed to the Leb- 
anese foreign ministry by the US 
ambassador to Lebanon on 
Tuesday night, there appears to 
be no reference to the disarm- 
ing of Hizbollah. The Ameri- 
can letter calls for a return to 
the 1993 lsraeli-HLzbollah 
agreement, which called for 
both sides to refrain from tar- 


geting civilians. Remarkably, iL 
also tacitly acknowledges that 
Hizbollah would go on fighting 
Israeli soldiers inside southern 
Lebanon - and. of course, vice- 
versa- j 
not she! 

Hizbollah did not fire Kat- 
yusha s into Galilee. 

Even this watered-down ver- 
sion of the wider proposals 
seemed to the Lebanese to 
contain several traps. The ab- 
sence of any mention of UN res- 
olution 425 in the letter as well 
as the verbal proposals troubled 
Beirut and Damascus while the 
American ambassador was 
asked to clarify a reference in 
the letter to the need for a new 
“mechanism” lo implement the 
ceasefire agreemenL 

The Lebanese were also wor- 
ried that the terms of the cease- 
fire would allow Israel to shell 


villages if a Hizbollah guerrilla 
attacked an Israeli patrol in 
southern Lebanon and then 
returned to his home in one of 
the hilltop hamlets sprinkled 
over the terrain - the same vil- 
lages in which Lebanese civil- 
ian deaths prompts d_ the 
Hizbollah Katyusha retaliation 
that provoked Israel’s counter- 
retaliation eight days ago. 

Mixhnllah has stiD to Study the 


Start to put forward serious 
proposals on the core of this 
problem - the Israeli occupation 


(of part of Lebanon )? If the Is- 
raelis wifi wit 


US proposals, although Mo- 
led Fneich, 


hamed Fneich, one of Hizbol- 
lah’s eight members of the 
Lebanese parliament, last night 
avoided some of the more fa- 
miliar rhetoric of his move- 
ment. The Americans had allied 
themselves with Israel against 
the Hizbollah at the Sharm el- 
Sbeikb summit, he said, but 
nothing would prevent the guer- 
rillas from carrying out “their 
sacred right to liberate their 
land”. He listed at least I0_ in- 
cidents in which Lebanese dvfl- 
ians had died, but carefully 
added: “Is America ready to 


; wifi withdraw and take out 

their troops from Lebanon, this 
hi something else. 

“If they are not going Lo with- 
draw from southern Lebanon, 
then we must meanwhile go 
back to the July (1993) agree- 
ments. If they stop shooting at 
civilians, the Katyushas will 
stop. That is the equation.” 

Amid all the talk of propos- 
als -and the continued shellfire 
in southern Lebanon where 
the Israelis have killed two 
more Lebanese army soldiers - 
the French initiative for peace 
appears to have temporarily 
dissolved. The Israelis, who 
know that the US will dutiful- 
ly reflect Israel's demands, were 
not likely to smile upon a Eu- 
ropean nation which, almost 
alone, has dared to condemn Is- 
rael for killing so many civilians 
in Lebanon. 


‘Operation 
news control’ 
is ushered in 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Maijayoun, Lebanon 


It was crude staff! Through the 
heavily fortified border post at 
Metulla marched 30 school- 
boys, living in the Israeli occu- 
pation zone in south Lebanon, 
who waved the Israeli flag with 
its blue Star of David and the 
Lebanese flag with its green 
cedar tree. 

“They will be taken from 
here by bases to the centre of 
the country for a couple of days 
of what may be called rest and 
recreation,” said Colonel Shaul 
Camisa. the bead of civil assis- 
tance in Israel’s liaison unit for 


Lebanon. He said the boys rep- 
resented “all the various ethnic 


groups and religious denomi- 
nations in Lebanon". 

The children themselves 
cheerfully admitted that they . 
came from a more select ( 
not entirely typical of the If 


people in the occupation acme. 
They! 


r said they were the children 
of security officials or of mem- 
bers of the South Lebanon 
Army, the Israeli-controlled 
militia. They have twice before 
been on such trips to Israel 
Israel is eager to show that it 
is doing something for the 
400,000 Lebanese displaced by 
its bombardment In addition to 
the jaunt for the children. 
Colonel Camisa said people 
ordered by Israel to leave their 
villages nine miles away on the 
other side of the Israeli zone 
were free to seek refuge with- 
in the Israeli lines. 


In the wake of the 1982/4 Is- 
raeli invasion of Lebanon, 
which left 12,000 Lebanese 
dead, and Operation Account- 
ability in 1993 which killed 
some 129 Lebanese, Israel is ea- 
ger to show that it is concerned 
about civilian casualties. 
Spokesmen stress that no village 
is attacked until it is certahnts 
inhabitants have fled. 

David Kreislman, an official 
of the government press office, 
said Israel has limited interest 
in letting the foreign media go 
to Israeli military positions. He 
explained frankly that Israel 
wanted to avoid television news 
stories in which 5hn of an Israeli 
heavy artiEery piece firing a shell 
was “juxtaposed” with a shot 
from Lebanon of an ambu- 
lance taking people to hospital 

In many respects the Israeli 
handling of the media during 
Operation Grapes of Wrath is 
similar to that of the US in the 
Gulf war. In both cases public 
relations were given high pri- 
ority. Briefings by senior gen- 
erals were frequent Video Sms, 
taken by attacking aircraft, of 



France 


in new 
bid for 


peace 


Paris (Reuter)- French Foreign 
Minister, Hervti de Charette, 
will return to Israel today for a 
meeting with Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres, his ministry said. 
Mr de Charette, who is on a 
Middle East shuttle aimed at 
winning a ceasefire in southern 
Lebanon, has prepared a new 
plan to end the fighting. 

AstatementbyFrancesaidMr 
Peres would receive Mr de 
Charette, who is in Cairo after 
two visits to Israel and one to Syr- 
ia and Lebanon, this morning. 


France proposed yesterday 
isandiisdf 


mg their targets were shown im- 
mediately on television. 

At Maijayoun, the Israeli 
military headquarters three 
miles into Lebanon, it is less 
easy to see sure signs of Israeli 
military success. As we crossed 
the border at Metulla yesterday 
there was the thump of a 
Katyusha rocket slamming into 
a hillside. The previous day 
HizboUab fired 70 rockets, the 


Keeping watch: Israel] soldiers patrol Maijayoun in Israel's Lebanese security zone yesterday as a local family passes by Photograph: Jim Hollander/Reuter 


highest number since the 
operation began. 

On the flat roof of the Mar- 
jayoun headquarters Colonel 
Amal Assad, a senior Israeli 
commander, said that the oper- 
ation was succeeding and in fu- 
ture, he added somewhat 
ambiguously, “there will be no 
Katyushas in the same quantity’'. 


He said (hat in the town of 
Nabatiyeh, the tops of whose 
houses could be seen across the 
ridge line, there was "almost no- 
body left”. He stressed that “if 
there are any houses destroyed 
they are terrorist houses. We 
haven’t damaged any civilian 
houses." 

It may be that Israel is achiev- 


ing its militaiy goals, but It has 
not prevented the Katyushas 
landing in Galilee, and the Is- 
raeli Prime Minister, Shimon 
Peres, is pledged to stop them 
without a ground offensive. 

Colonel Assad, by origin a 
Druze, said that there had been 
no ground fighting between 
Hizbollah and the Israeli army 


or the SLA mflitia since the op- 
eration started. This could be 
because Hizbollah is hard hit 
but, if this is the case, why are 
so many Katyushas failing on 
the Israeli town of Kiryat 
Shmona? A more likely expla- 
nation is that the guerrillas are 
biding their lime. 

Meanwhile Mr Peres con- 


tinues to show confidence by 
saying he wants a written agree- 
ment with Syria, guaranteeing 
that Hizbollah will stop its 
Katyusha attacks, before he 
calls off the operation. Hrzbol- 
lah has rejected a US initiative 
linking a ceasefire to long term 
talks about a fuD Israeli with- 
drawal from south Lebanon. 


that the United States and i 
guarantee a ceasefire in south 
Lebanon, according to a plan 
made available by diplomatic 
sources after Mr de Charette ar- 
rived in Egypt on the latest leg 
of a peace shuttle. 

The French plan called for 
commitments by Israel, 
Lebanon and Hizbollah guer- 
rillas not to attack civilian pop- 
ulations in each other's country. 

“These commitments axe 
noted by the guarantor third 
countries (the L^S, France and 
possibly other countries, par- 
ticularly European),” the doc- 
ument said. It also aims to 
obtain the agreement of “oth- 
er interested countries in the re- 
gion, notably Syria”. 

It differed substantially from 
the US proposals in that it did 
not call for an end to Hizbollah 
attacks on Israeli forces occu- 
pying south Lebanon, nor re- 
quire a direct Syrian guarantee. 


Father of Steffi Graf to 
be tried for tax evasion 



of tax evasion against the fai 
of the tennis star Steffi Graf and 
one of his financial advisers, 
Mannheim prosecutor Peter 
Wechsung said yesterday. 

MrWechsnng said that Peter 
Graf and his associate, Joachim 
Eckardt, were accused of evad- 
ing taxes on 42m Marks (£l£m) 
orthe world number one’s in- 
come for the tax years 1989 to 
1993. 

"The accused are charged 
with, tax evasion fit a particularly ^ 
serious case,” Mr Wechsung ' 
said in a statement, adding that 
prosecutor* believed the two 
men bad evaded or tried to 
evade around 19.6m Marks in 
taxes. 

Steffi. Graf bas also been a 


target of the massive tax inves- 
tigation but Mr Wechsung said 
they had uncovered no evi- 
dence so far to suggest she had 
made any false statements. 

“As soon as the investigation 
into Stefanie Graf is conclud- 
ed, the public will be informed 
without delay," he said. ._ 

The tennis star has said she 
knew little about her financial 
affaire , trusting her father and 
his advisers. 

Peter Graf’s lawyers said it 
was still' not dear whether any 
tax evasion had actnafly taken 
place. “Tfcx law for interna- 
tional athletes is confusing and 
complicated,” they said in a joint 
statement. 

Peter Graf, who .has han- 
dled his daughter’s financial 
affaire since her childhood, has 


been in investigative custody in 
a Mannheim jail since August 
Prosecutors have blocked sev- 
eral attempts by his lawyers to 
get him released, saying he 
could alter evidence or flee the 
country. Mr Eckardt is also in 
custody. Mr Wechsung said the 
charge sheet was 237 pages 
long and evidence was con- 
tained in 170 folders or files. 

Steffi Graf has admitted she 
may have made mistakes in 
the handling of her financial af- 
fairs but has vowed to stand by 
her father, a former used-car 
' salesman. 

He has undergone psychiatric 
tests in jail to see if the conse- 
quences of years of taking pills 
and alcohol could allow him to 
plead diminished responsibili- 
ty if charges were brought. 


Child who captured nation’s 
heart * 



JOHN CARLIN 

Washington 


A mother whose predicament 
became a national cause cdlebre 
after ft emerged that her eight- 
year-old daughter had under- 
gone 40 operations, and been 
hospitalised 200 times, was ar- 
rested this week in Florida af- 
ter police compiled evidence 
that she bad deliberately add 
• systematically induced the 
child's illnesses. 

The police warrant describes 
the charges against Kathleen 
Bush as “aggravated child 
abuse" and “wiifoJ torture . 
She is accused of having poi- 
. sorted her daughter with med- 
ications, contaminating ner 


(possibly with faeces),and sub- 
jecting her to years of. unnec- 
essary but pamftit < Bcamfiiafions 
and surgery, including opera- 
tions to remove her gd 1 blad- 
der, appendix aid parts of her 
intestines. 

TWo years ago little Jennifer 
Bush sat next to HSlaiyCBnton 
ata White House event to pro- 
mote the President’s campaign 
to reform health care; Thegni 
and her mother then starteriap- 
pearing on the. TV networks, 
and telling their story tp the. 
newspapers. They soon became 
identified with everything that 
was wrong with the American 
health system. 

The medical bOk^so.Kaihleen 
Bush said, had bankrupted the 


family. It turns out now, ac- 
cording to the police, that even 
that was a lie. The family's 
credit card receipts show that in 
1994. when Mrs Bush was 
claiming she was ruined, the 
fondly had gone on holiday to 
the Bahamas, bought a new ear 
mid spent $19,000 on a swim- 
ming pooL The polios say Mrs 
Bosh is affected by Mun- 
chausen's Syndrome by Proxy . 
Sufferers display a pattern of de- 
liberately making a child sick, 
or knowingly conveying false 
medi c al information, as a 
means of attracting attention. 
Perhaps there is a simpler di- 
agnosis: in common with many 
Americans, she will At any thing 
say anything, to appear on TV. 


New digital Nokia. 
100 hours of power! 


IMOKIA^ 

NEW GSM MODEL 1610. 

♦ Up to 100 his standby-time 

♦ Up to3.5 his talk-time 

♦ 45 name/number memory 
stored on SIM 

♦ Fast recharge-55 mins 

♦ 5 selectable ring 

♦ Weight 250g 
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• BEST COVERAGE - with d^tal 
calf clarfty and security 

• FREE ACCESSORIES - in-car 



LIMITED OFFER 


£ 0.99 


1NC.VAT 


^^i3&appermn{30p+VB)i^ 


GUARANTEED PEACE OF MIND 
your phone a covered by our 14 cuts 
no qiaMda money tuefc promise 
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ORDER NOW WITH YOUR CREDIT CARD DETAILS FOR FREE DELIVERY IN 4 WORKING DAYS 


FREEPHONE 0800 000 888 
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Oxfam 

needs your help in 

Lebanon 


Up to 400,000 people have fled the 
bombing of South Lebanon. 


Oxfam has worked in the country 
since 1982 and helped refugees like 
these before. Already our partners 
on the ground are providing vital food 
and medical supplies. 


You can help these people too. 
Please give a donation today. 


Yes, I want to help. Here is my 
I donation of: 


| £15 □ £50 □ 

I 

| Mr. Mrs. Miss. Ms 


£100 □ £250 □ £ 


Address 


I 


Postcode 


| Please send to: Oxtam. Room B3S9. FREEPOST, Oxford 0X2 7BR. | 


J To donate by credft card 

1001865312231 

Caro M 
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Railtrack owns and operates Britain's nationai rail network of some 
10,000 route miles of track, around 40,000 tunnels, viaducts and 
bridges, and signalling. It also owns some 2,500 stations. And the 
Government’s sale of shares is underway. If you register for informa- 
tion now, you could be eligible for bonus shares or a discount on the 


RAILTRACK 


Share Offer 


REGISTER AT A SHARE SHOP 


final instalment. You simply need to cal! one of the many banks, building 
societies, stockbrokers or other financial intermediaries offering 
a Share Shop service. Look for the list with telephone numbers 
appearing in this paper. Once you have registered, your Share 
Shop will send you further information about Railtrack and the Offer. 
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news analysis 


Missing: £7bn of our taxes 


The economy is expanding, but the Treasuiy's share of the 


national tax cake is shrinking. Why? Diane Coyle investigates 


T* e the Government’s mi«i no 

A tax billions is an unsolved mystery 
Some of the finest minds at the Treasury 
and Customs and Excise are working on 
the rase. The sums are so large it is diffi- 

S!Jn<! ma ^ e how tocy might have gone 
trussing wtthout anyone knowing dieir 
whereabouts. >et the plain fact is that the 
Government is short of about £7bn worth 
of tax revenues this year. 

Officials at Customs and Excise have 
been running an investigation into lower 
than expected revenues from Value Added 
“ojithan a year. According to one 
° f th 5? : re sliU stumped. There’s 

something funny going on and we have no 
idea what it is.” 

Several culprits have been canvassed. 
The most recent suspect was large-scale tax 
avoidance organised for multi-national 
companies by an army of advisers. Yet the 
solution to the mystery is almost certain to 
he closer to hand. The profound changes 
;*hat have reshaped the British economy in 
The past decade - deregulation, growing 
self-employment, the increasing number of 
people in low-paid jobs - may have made 
tax collection more difficult and tax returns 
more volatile. 

The cost of creating a more, open, flex- 
ible, entrepreneurial economy is that it 
makes tax receipts far less predictable. The 
shortfall in tax revenues may make it 
more difficult for the Government to 
afford pre-election tax cuts. The sums 
involved appal ministers. 

In the 1994 Budget, just 17 months ago. 
total government income in 1995/96 was 
forecast at £278.9bn. The’&easuiy cut the 
figure by £L5bn in a new forecast pub- 
lished in June. In last November’s Bud- 


get the expected total was down to 
£271.9bn. Figures due out today are likely 
to show the actual total to be another 
£lbn-£2bn lower. 

In other words, despite the economy 
growing at a rate healthy enough to 
reduce unemployment to a 1 five-year low, 
about £7bn-worth of tax revenues, that is 
about twice the value of the income tax 
cuts that come into effect this month, has 
evaporated. j 

Where could this missing £7bn have 
gone to? ' 

Lower income tax payments account for 
the smallest chunk of this total, at just over 
£lbn of the missing money. In its forecast 


last summer the Treasury gave its expla- 
na tion : Britain’s growing inequality of 
income meant the Government was col- 
lecting less tax. The mandarinese expla- 
nation was: “higher employment and lower 
earnings within a given level of wages and 
salaries” means a lower tax take. Put 
more simply, more people in low-paid jobs 
pay less lax than the same number of peo- 
ple in higher-paid jobs. 

Another £1.7bn of the revenue short- 
due to lower than expected receipts 
from corporation tax. This shortfall is a 
bit of a surprise. Companies should 
be paying tax now on the bumper 
profits they earned in 1994. Com- 
panies are allowed to offset 
some losses against their cor- 
poration tax liability, and 
large companies sensibly try 
lo organise their losses by dif- 
ferent subsidiaries to the best 
tax advantage. Some of the 
missing money could be the 
result of — thoroughly legal - 
corporate “tax mitigation”. 

Yet overall corporation tax 
receipts are up sharply, from 
£15bn in 1993/94 to about 
£25bn in 1995/96. f, \ 

The core of the puzzle is '*• 

Vhlue Added Tax, which is 
more than £4bn lower than 
the Government expected as 
recently as mid-1994. At the 
pirnem rate of VAT that miss- 
ing lax corresponds to nearly 
£25 bn of missing spending 
from which VAT should ./ 
have been collected. 

Put another way, 
about £1,200 for ' 1 
every household 
in the UK is being 
spent VAT free. It 
is as if every house- 
hold has awarded 
itself a tax cot by 
not paying VAT on 
some purchases. 

This is a mystery of 
enormously wor- 
rying proportions. 

Where is this 
money going? 

Big corpora- 
tions may be 


pocketing some of it. They have some 
scope to reduce their liability to pay 
VAT and they use iu Large companies 
can be safely presumed to save more 
Lhan the £100m a year which the big 
accountancy firms receive in fees for 
this type of tax avoidance work. 
Even so. big companies are unlikely 
to account for as much as a 
quarter of the VAT 
shortfall. 


CTorfrona ttort eaur 


There are two other possible explana- 
tions. To take the most straightforward 
answer first, patterns of spending have 
probably changed in ways that are 
unfavourable to VAT receipts. The best 
example is spending on the National 
Lottery. The lottery is estimated by 
City economists to have diverted 
spending away from items mainlv 
liable for VAX by 
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about 3 per cent in a year, or roughly £4bn. 
The VAT loss could therefore be up to 
£700m. Spending on the lottery is not liable 
for VAX We have splashed out a total of 
£6.6bn cm tickets and scratcbcards since the 
lottery started 16 months ago. 

These calculations still leave the biggest 
part of the missing lax revenues unac- 
counted for. The remaining £2bn-plus 
corresponds to average household spend- 
ing of more lhan £600 a year. This short- 
fall is a feature of the •‘enterprise” econ- 
omy the Government has created. 
Consider the following anec- 
dote. In Goiders Green, north 
London, there were six 
florists’ shops in 1990. 
Now there is one - but at 
least six people in the 
area selling flowers out 
_ of the back of transit 
vans. The florists' 

. . shops pay VAT; the 
V- ■; men with the transit 
vans do noL The level 
— of pending on flowers 
: in Goiders Green may 
• . be exactly as it was six 
'• J - years ago but the VAT 
? . receipts will be much 
lower. That story is 
likely to be repeated 
time and a gain across 
c ^ the country. 

Recent estimates put 
the size of the under- 
ground economy at 12 
per cent of GDP, 
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Budget forecast, 1994: 
£260.9bn = 




twice its mid- 
1980s scale. 
But some 
experts 
doubt this. 
According 
to Andrew 
DQnot, 
director of 
the Insti- 
tute for 
Fiscal 
Studies: 
“There 
are very 
many 
people 
involved 
in it but it 


does not add up to very much. The amounts 
of spending are too small to make a figure 
of 12 per cent plausible.” 

However, others think the recent growth 
of the underground, cash-in-hand economy 
could bold the solution to the puzzle of the 
micatng billions. Simon Briscoe, an econ- 
omist at the City of London investment 
bank Nikko, says: “There has been a 
broad shift in the structure of the economy. 
This is not necessarily subversive but it does 
mean there is less flowing towards the 
Exchequer." 

Evidence for the growth of the informal 
or underground economy is necessarily 
mainly anecdotal Yet the forces driving its 
growth are clear. The Government itself 
has deregulated to take more smaller 
businesses out of the VAT net. Self- 
employment is growing and with it cash 
payments for services. Consumers in the 
1990s are determined not to pay more than 
necessaiy for anything. 

The rapid growth of cash in circulation 
lends weight to this explanation. Cash in 
circulation has been growing at more than 
six per cent a year for two years, partly 
because of low interest rates and easier 
access to cash, but partly also due to an 
increased desire Lo use iL 

The negative side of the enterprise 
economy as far as the Government is con- 
cerned is symbolised by the huge popu- 
larity of car boot sales. A recent study by 
the researchers Nicky Gregson at the Uni- 
versity of Sheffield and Louise Crewe at 
the University of Nottingham estimated 
that a million people a week visit a car 
boot sale, spending nearly £8 each on 


average. The most popular purchases are 
children’s clothes, which are not liable to 
VAT But that leaves up to £500m in 
spending each week that has been 
switched from VAT-paying shops to non 
VAT-paying car boots. 

Dr Gregson and Dr Crewe found that 
few of those who visited car boot sales were 
unemployed - they are not the preserve of 
the underclass. They are frequented by 
ordinary shoppers looking for bargains sup- 
plied by small-scale entrepreneurs. 

The authors celebrate this "world 
beyond the high street and mega-mall”, 
for its energy and conviviality. But if this 
is the new shape of the British economy, 
the Treasury will have to re think its tax 
arithmetic. 
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: : jplbs has atep redtiqe.foe tax 
take. One Indicator uif theft is . 
that the percentage of • 
workers with an income 
: below l^if the average 
incom^has risen from about .V 
io per cent in the mid-: 

Eighties to about 19 per cent 
: in 1993. The growth of low-- 
income jobs means that a 
larjger proportion of the;- 
workforce pay less tax then 
: they used to. =. 


The largest shortfall of all - 
about £5bn>. Big companies 
account for three-quarters of 
VAT revenues. Their tax 
avoidance has become more 
professional since the rate 
went up from 15 per cent to 
17.5 per cent in 199i. The 
Big Six accountarwy firms' 

; earnings from VAT advice 
have risen from almost 
nothing to £10Qm a year in 
the Nineties. 

The VAT threshold was 
raised to £47,000 from this 


year, taking rrrany small 
companies out of the tax net. 

Spending on the National 
Lottery, about £4.5bn or 1 
per cent of disposable 
income in its first year, has 
cut spending on items on 
which VAT is paid. 

The informal cash-in-hand 
and non-VAT paying economy 
has doubled in size since the 
mid-1980s to about 12 per 
cent of GDR 
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Starring role in 
the aristocracy 

The British aristocracy have a glam- 
orous new member - Jamie Lee Cur- 
tis (below). The American actress and 
^daughter of Tbny Curtis, shortly lo star 
“with John Cleese in the follow-up to .4 
fish Called Wanda, 
is married to the 
British screen- 
writer Christopher 
Haden-Guest. Fal- 
lowing the death 
of his father, the 
former UN official 
Peter Haden- 
Guestaitheageof 
83. Christopher 
succeeds to the 
barony. 

According to Debrett's, the former 
Miss Jamie Lee will now be a peer- 
ess and should be addressed as Lady. 
Her husband will, of course, have a 
seat in the Lords. The new Lady 
Haden-G nest’s mother, the actress 
Janet Leigh of Psycho shower death 
fame, says her daughter and son-in- 
law were both devastated by the 
death and have not given any thought 
yet to how they will fill their roles as 
Lord and Lady. . 

One friend of Jamie Lee said she 
loved all things British and could sur- 
prise people by taking her role as part 
of the F.rt glkh landed gently very seri- 
ously. Roll on Henley. 


[ivorced duchess 

the tiles? 

te a hi gh-minded view of all this 
e stuff, I looked in Clmmbttjs 
inarv to see whether she wuL 
a lin gu i s tic-pedantic vrewpo t, 

(eadnebess aB er Ae 

ays: "duchess - the 
? of a duke: a woman of f 3 ®; 

is a duke in her own dS* 1 •" 
gold seem to qaaliff on neither 

se counts. 


The definition goes on: "a size of 
roofing slate measuring 24 x 12 
inches”. Which does not make things 
any easier. 


New departures for 
the Fabians 

I hear that the Labour Party’s origi- 
nal think tank, the Fabian Society, is 
to have a new leader. Simon Crine has 
decided to step down, I gather, after 
five years as general secretary. 


Though he is too much of a loyalist 
to say so himself, friends of his tell me 
that he had become a little weary of 
the increasingly dirigiste approach of 
the Labour leadership. 

It will be interesting to see if the 
Fabians, of which Mr Blair is a mem- 
ber, choose as his successor a con- 
firmed Blairite or someone likely to 
relish intellectual challenges to pol- 
icy. Mr Crine’s deputy, Stephen Pol- 
lard, an advocate of selective educa- 
tion, has already left his post to join 
the Social Market Foundation. 

One name to watch could be solic- 



itor Maggie Rae, who chairs the Fabi- 
ans and is a close friend of Tony and 
Cherie Blair. 


Larkin about, but 
not on the Tube 

London Underground has no sense of 
h amour: Or perhaps the sense of 
humour has been delayed owing to 
staff shortages. Although it has had 
great success with Poems On The 
Underground - short verses pasted up 
inside tube trains for commuters to 
peruse — it will not be displaying any 
verses from Poems Not On The Under- 
ground , a book of parodies by Roger 
Taghoi i, who writes under the »lia« 
of Straphanger. 

Victoria Huxley, publishing direc- 
tor of Windrush Press, tells me that 
London Underground has turned 
down their requests to display the 
poems or even advertise them, with 
some brusqueness. Apparently, they 
were particularly angered by Mr 
Taghohn’s pastiche of John of Gaunt’s 
“This England” speech from Richard 
XT, which appears as: “This blessed 
grubbiness, this clammy air/This bro- 
ken escalator this poox; battered, 
blamed/Blighted, 
bewildered and 
underfunded 
transport system" 
etc. 

I preferred his 
version of the 
famous filial 
lament by Philip 

Larkin (right) - 

“They f*** you np 

the Northern Line 
trains/They may 

not mean to. but they do/They say 
they’re coming through Cam- 
den/Wbereas you know they’re stuck 
at Waterloo.” Not as erudite as the 
metaphysicals, but a lot more perti- 
nent most mornings. 

Eagle Eye 



IF ORANGE HAD 
SOLD YOU 
THIS NEWSPAPER 
YOU'D ONLY 
HAVE THE FIRST 
10 PAGES. 


1 ' 


' 

1 f 
r 



p a _ r 

1 


DL 

minutes maximum for 
£17.63 on talk 15* 

T *-mj t 5-^ \ l -wj; ‘w’ 


MINUTES MAXIMUM FOR 
£17.50 ON OCCASIONAL CALLER* 

CELLNET 

- ■ 


RING 0800 21 4000 FOR MORE INFORMATION. 


THE NET THAT SETS YOU FREE, jfftcellnet 


*6ased on wnvaleat rccoucndtit ten If s 32 mm «■ ef sff-se*t> s#Us HiniUse »F.cn jeak-hae calls are 

Talcs oa Sc:u.-::i > Cellular Basie 






THE 





FOUNDED 1986 


ONE CANADA SQUARE CANARY WHARF LONDON E14 5DL 
TELEPHONE 0171 -298 3000/ 0171 -345 2000 FAX 0171-293 2435/0171-345 2435 

editor: Charles Wilson 

ASSISTANT EDITOR: Charles Leadbeatfir- MANAGING EDITOR: Cohn Hughs 
SECTION TWO EDITOR: Simon Seiner ■ EXECUTIVE NEWS EDITOR; Michael Wi ll ia m s - 
NIGHT EDITOR: Richard Hdledge 

NEWSPAPER PUBLISHING PLC. BOARD OF DIRECTORS; 

Liam Healv (Chairman) ■ Ltrd Barrie ■ Ben Bradfee ■ Joan Luis CefaiSn ■ Brendan Hopbine 
Da^Montgomery ■ Javier Dfez de Polanco ■ Gaud Riklin ■ Andreas Whfttam Smith 
A dvertising director: Jeremy Reed 

Pulling the plug 

on competition 


rr<tae lights of most of southern England 
1 may soon depend on decisions taken 
in the far south of North America- The 
Southern Company from over thwe 
already owns South Western Electricity 
over here, and now they have admitted 
they are interested in a merger with 
Britain's largest power generator. 
National Power. At the same time, the 
Monopolies and Mergers Commission 
(MMC) is set to clear National Power’s 
bid for another electricity distributor. 
Southern Electric. 

The stage is set for a substantial con- 
centration of Lhe electricity supply indus- 
try - leaving much of it in the hands of 
foreigners. Why worry? Not because the 
owners might be foreign but because of 
the threat it poses to competition. 

The fact that Southern Company is 
American shouldn't make any difference 
to its bid US shareholders will be no more 
ruthless and profit-hungry' than their UK 
counterparts. The management of South- 
ern should be judged on its merits, not on 
ils country of origin. 

The real objection to Southern Com- 
pany’s passible merger with National 
Power is the threat to competition that it 
poses. When the electricity supply indus- 
try was privatised, power generators and 
electricity distributors were deliberately 
kept separate, so that generating compa- 
nies would have to sell their electricity to 
regional electricity companies. The wave 
of proposed mergers and takeovers is 
threatening to pull the generators and the 
distributors together again. 

National Power already has more than 
a quarter of Britain’s generating capacity. 
Joining up with South Western Electric- 
ity and Southern Electric would give it a 
regional distribution monopoly for the 
power it generates, covering several mil- 
lion customers. The rest of the industry 
is consolidating fasL Scottish Rawer, the 
generator north of the border, already 
owns Manweb, the Chester-based REC, 
while Hanson's Eastern Electricity is 


moving into generation, and the MMC is 
about to give the go-ahead for FowerGen 
to bid for Midland Electric;. 

Optimists argue that this consolidation 
will not pose a problem. The markets to 
provide electricity for domestic and small 
business customers are supposed to start 
opening up after 1998, weakening the 
local monopolies of the newly consoli- 
dated generating and supply companies. 
A UK electricity industry populated by 
five or six vertically integrated companies 
competing across a national market for 
customers might not be a bad thing. 

Perhaps. But the MMC, in a leaked 
copy of its report on two of the pending 
mergers, concedes that even after 1998, 
competition to supply households is 
unlikely to be “vigorous". So families wflj 
still rely on the electricity regulator rather 
than competition to keep their prices 
down. But when suppliers and generators 
are all tied up together, it will be even eas- 
ier for companies to pull the wool over the 
regulator's eyes. 

Allowing the industry to consolidate so 
quickly now may choke the development 
of competition. National Power and Pow- 
erGeu own almost 90 percent of Britain’s 
generating plant. Giving these dominant 
companies captive customers will make 
them stronger than ever, making it harder 
for new companies to enter the generat- 
ing market. 

Sadly, creating strong, dominant com- 
panies does not appear to trouble the Gov- 
ernment. or even the MMC, the compe- 
tition watchdog that has chosen to take out 
its own teeth. In the leaked report, the 
MMC justifies its relaxed attitude to ver- 
tical integration on the grounds that it wiD 
promote national champions. Shielding 
companies from the rigours of domestic 
competition is bad for UK consumers, and 
won’t make them tough enough to flour- 
ish in foreign markets. If the Government 
allows these bids through it will be turn- 
ing its back on competition and once again 
turning its back on consumers. 


Carling was right: 
what a bunch ... 


TYTU1 Carling's infamous assessment of 
W the managerial competence of the 
men in blazers who run English rugby is 
coming horribly true. The amateurs at the 
Rugby Football Union, which runs the 
game in England, are making a complete 
hash of turning the game professional. In 
the process the RFU has almost ceded its 
right to run the game. That is a pity 
because the alternatives offered by the 
big, cash-hungry clubs are narrow-minded 
and self-serving. 

The truth is that the sport as it is played 
here is often a second-rate spectacle. The 
game's administrators should have taken 
the opportunity of professionalism to 
turn it into a more exciting, spectator- 
friendly, fast-moving sport. Instead the 
discussion appears to be polarised 
between the greed of the top dubs and 
RFU's reluctance to leave the past 

Let’s go back to the beginning. Rugby 
Union as it is played in England is often 
boring, mired in the winter mud Some of 
the most exciting players, in the centre and 
on the wings, hardly see the ball during 
the average game. An average game is 
frequently stopped by infringements that 
many spectators do not understand. In 
England forward power has become the 
dull but effective formula for winning. 

By contrast, in Rugby League (13 play- 
ers rather than Union’s 15 and professional 


for more than a century) the rules are sim- 
ple, (he skills impressive and the spectacle 
invariably idling and entertaining. 

This audit of the sorry state of Rugby 
Union as a spectator sport should have 
formed the starting point for any serious 
discussion of how to turn it professional. 
When it was obvious last summer that the 
game was going professional, the RFU 
should have consulted the clubs and 
come up with proposals to protect the 
junior dubs, which cannot afford to go 
professional, while creating a top-flight 
pan-European competition to provide 
rugby of almost international standards. 
Instead, it has reacted painfully slowly to 
initiatives from the most powerful dubs, 
which are threatening to break away to 
create their own little-Englander super 
league. These clubs’ narrow interests are 
unlikely to take the sport as a whole or 
even themselves very far without a wider, 
larger vision. 

The mess English rugby has got itself 
into, squabbling about money and power 
while missing the bigger picture, is a far 
cry from the position in Australia, New 
Zealand and South Africa, where the 
Super-12 series between the best regional 
teams in the southern hemisphere has 
proved a huge success. The RFU and the 
leading elute should hotfoot it there to 
learn some lessons, and fast. 
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■LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Lebanon: blighted peace in Beirut; peril for Israel; 
drought in Galilee; double standards in the West 


Sir: For the last four years I have 
been a regular visitor to Beirut 
and Lebanon, at first to look at 
reconstruction projects and in the 
last three years seconded to the 
DTI as an export promoter, try- 
ing to encourage British compa- 
nies to return to the countiy or 
to look for opportunities for the 
first time. 

I was immensely encouraged 
by the way that the countiy had 
returned to normal and the way 
that companies from the UK 
were beginning to become estab- 
lished. There was a general feel- 
ing of enthusiasm from all of us 
to rebuild this beautiful country 
and the firm belief that the hor- 
rois of war were over. It was an 
exciting place to be. This good 
will and confidence of these com- 
panies has probably been 
severely damaged in a matter of 
moments by these recent tragic 
events. 

These Lebanese people, who 
have suffered so much for so 
long, believed that the suffering 
inflicted by others outside 
Lebanon for their own ends was 
all over and that a normal life was 
to be enjoyed once again. The 
events of the last few days have 
shown otherwise. 

I trust that the stoicism of the 
Lebanese people enables them to 
maintain their course of recon- 
struction, that the aggressors and 
their supporters return to more 
normal forms of electioneering 
and that our British companies 
continue to support the recon- 
struction of that country and are 
not deflected from their original 
goals. 

James Lawday 
Petersfield, 
Hampshire 

Sin Contrary to the way in which 
the world treats it, Lebanon is 
hardly a sovereign state. One of 
the qualities of state sovereignty 
is the control of territory. The 
Lebanese government does not 


exercise control over all of the 
territory wi thin its borders; 
whether this is through weak- 
ness or by agreement is a moot 
point 

At issue is that the Lebanese 
government is either unable or 
unwilling to control Hizbollah. 
lb portray Hizbollah operations 
solely as resistance to Israel's 
‘‘occupation" in a narrow strip of 
southern Lebanon is to pull a veil 
of untruth across the real situa- 
tion. Hizbollah operations are 
throated exclusively against Israel, 
and indiscriminately. Katyusha 
rockets are not known for their 
accuracy. 

If the Lebanese government 
is, as it claims, sovereign, but will 
not or cannot control attacks on 
Israel from its territory, then 
Hizbollah’s actions are as 
Lebanon’s, this is war, and Israel 
is justified in attempting to do 
what it can in order to protect 
Israeli citizens in Israeli terri- 
tory. Failure to do this would 
ensure that the rockets would be 
fired from the border itself, 
putting many more Israelis at 
risk 

The temporary suffering of 
Lebanese citizens is to be decried 
no less than that of Israeli citi- 
zens. I have little doubt that 
Israel's military presence in 
southern Lebanon (and this is a 
military presence, there are no 
civilians and no settlements) 
could be ended tomorrow, if 
Lebanon's government were to 
exercise the sovereign authority 
that the world seems to think it 
has. 

Of course, if one starts from 
the viewpoint that Israel should 
not be there in the first place, 
then I suppose that anything one 
government does, or another 
does not do can be considered 
“fair and just" 

Professor Stanley Waterman 
Department of Geography 
University of Haifa 
Israel 


Sir: The current Israeli operation 
in Lebanon, “Grapes of Wrath” 
is already starting to resemble the 
1982 operation “Peace for 
Galflee” which was son of “Oper- 
ation LhanT of 1978, with the 

northern Israel from attack from 
south Lebanon. Each time this 
has failed to happen. 

Post-1982 Israel managed to 
turn a neutral, even friendly, 
Shia Lebanese population into ns 
most deadly foe, Hizbollah, who 
recently have inflicted a number 
of very successful attacks against 
the Israeli Defence Forces and 
South Lebanon Army. The IDF 
suffering a setback, especially in 
an election year, is not good for 
the government, so a show of mil- 
itary might is called for. 

What will the results of this 
operation be? Perhaps to create 
even more deadly enemies in 
Lebanon than it already has. 
Since the Oslo talks the Pales- 
tinian refugees of Lebanon 
realise that they have no hope of 
returning home or even to the 
new Patestiraan-controiled zones. 
The continued blasting of Tyre 
can only serve to remind them of 
their status or lack of iL “Grapes 
of Wrath” may well come to 
haunt Peres and Israel even mare 
than “Peace for Galilee” did. 

Peter Keating 
Woodbridge, Suffolk 

Sir Water has always been a 
problem in Israel and since the 
1970s rising population and the 
salination of the Sea of Galilee 
have led to an increasing need to 
acquire additional supplies, 
preferably from the Lebanon. 
Public opinion and events such as 
the assassination of Bashir 
Gemayel in 1982 prevented the 
installation of a Lebanese puppet 
government, which would have 
given Israel access to Lebanese 
water. 

There is good reason to believe 
that the recent attack represents 


yet another attempt by Israel to 
ensure that any peace agreement 
with Syria and Lebanon would 
include provisions for access to 
the waters of the Utani river with- 
out significant concessions in 
return. 

Charles Hughes 
Felixstowe, Suffolk 

Sin The reaction of the western 
world to Israeli attacks on 
Lebanon poses a question that 
some political leader might like 
to answer why are Lebanese 
Muslims different from Bosnian 
Muslims? 

When Bosnian Muslim towns 
and villages were shelled and 
their inhabitants driven out of 
their homes, American and other 
western leaders condemned such 
actions as crimes against human- 
ity; and a war crimes court was 
established to try those respon- 
sible. When Lebanese towns and 
villages are bombed and shelled, 
and their inhabitants told to flee 
their homes or be attacked, 
American and British leaders 
endorse these actions. 

The Westem response to the 
horrors in Bosnia had suggested 
that politicians wanted to apply 
high moral standards to such 
conflicts: but their response to the 
attacks on Lebanese civilians 
raises the suspicion that their 
concern for morality in Bosnia 
was more opportunist than 
principled. 

David Sawers 
Angmering-on -Sea, 
West Sussex 

Sir. Israel is a tiny countiy, cre- 
ated in a place which Jews have 
a claim on, to protect them from 
another Holocaust They have 
got to be strong simply to protect 
themselves from the the sur- 
rounding 22 Arab dictatorships, 
the majority of whom still want to 
destroy them. 

Daniel A Shine 
London NW4 


Prisons make 
heroin addicts 

Sin I am a prison inmate, and 
have served 25 months of a four- 
year sentence. Recent press 
reports on drug use in prison, and 

the introduction of drug testing, 
have highlighted a problem that 
should be made known. 

It is true that there is a great 
deal of drug use within prisons, 
but it is the result of a far bigger 
problem. Boredom. I am on the 
prison’s “standard regime”, and 
spend an average of 20 hours a 
day locked alone in my cell with 
nothing to do but read or listen to 
the radio. Some inmates who do 
not have prison jobs or training 
spend even longer in their cells. 
For some, drugs are seen as a way 
to relieve that boredom. Most 
realise the damage they are doing 
to themselves, most would like to 
do something about it, but the 
prisons do nothing to help them. 

The introduction of drug test- 
ing in prisons has actually made 
the problem worse. Inmates who 
once smoked cannabis are now 
turning to heroin and other hard 
drugs. These remain delectable 
in the body for a much shorter 
time, thus giving a greater chance 
of avoiding a positive drug test. 
An Hi-conceived policy to reduce 
the drug problem is creating a 
huge number of heroin addicts 
that must one day be released 
back into society. 

I am not condoning the use of 
drugs, but I believe that if pris- 
ons continue to cut back on edu- 
cation, training, work and time 
out of cells, then inmates will be 
pushed further into the grip of 
drugs. Now is the time to deal 
with it, not next year or the year 
after, when society has to deal 
with thousands of heroin- 
addicted ex-inmates. The cur- 
rent drug testing policy must be 
postponed until an effective sup- 
port and rehabilitation mecha- 
nism is introduced. 

Darren Lee 
HM Prison High point 
Newmarket, Suffolk 
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Adapting the haiku to English 


The BBC wouldn’t jam itself Would it? 


I met a chap the other day who 
knew something about this Orbit 
business from the inside - you know, 
the battle between the BBC and the 
firm based in Rome that beams the 
BBC’s Arabic service to Saudi Ara- 
bia - and be was saying that the BBC 
didn’t smell quite as sweet as all that 
when you knew the facts, and that 
they were just as capable of feeding 
disinformation to the media as 
anyone. 

Well, talk like this always makes me 
feel uneasy because one likes to think 
that the BBC has standards, even if 
nobody else does these days. I mean, 
the BBC wouldn't pull theplug on a 
programme, would it? The BBC 
wouldn't refuse to put out news or 
reports which it thought risky, would 
it? Would it? 

I was thinking about all this when 
I was listening to the Monday repeat 
of Radio 4’s News Quiz, that sterling 
programme which ranges between 
silly nonsense and hard-hitting com- 
edy. Interestingly, there wasn’t a sin- 
gle reference to the Orbit matter, but 
I suppose that’s the sort of question 
they reserve for Any Questions?, 
which is Radio 4’s version of News 
Quiz for people who can only think 
at half speed. 1 had turned on as 
much as anything to listen to Jeremy 
Hardy, who manages to say the most 



MILES KINGTON 


outrageous thing s in a harmless tone 
of voice which conceals the fact that 
he’s getting away with murder. This 
week, for instance, when asked to 
comment on reports that Princess 
Diana's legs were a bit fat because 
she had too much cellulite, he 
replied: “Of all the things you could 
accuse her of, it’s such a minor one. 
I mean, she’s a social-c limbing, free- 
loading parasite who looks like a 
lunatic in interviews and is sending 
her children to boarding school so 
that they can turn into the same sort 
of emotional cripple as their father 
(and they talk about what a great 
mother she is) and then people have 
a go at her for having fat legs! Well, 
if you work out with rugby players, 
you get fat legs, I suppose ..." 

Rip-roaring stuff. If they had 
answers like that on Any Questions? 
instead of the party propaganda we 
have to put up with, Td listen to iL But 


it did occur to me that if anyone 
senior at the BBC was listening to the 
programme, he might have some 
doubts about the propriety of this 
materiaL The BBC is not always 
renowned for its courage these days, 
and now that only 10 per cent of the 
workforce is actually making pro- 
grammes while the other 90 per cent 
are thinking of ways to get the char- 
ter renewed, it would not be beyond 
credibility to interfere with stuff like 
this. 

A moment later, Jeremy Hardy was 
being even more contentious. The 
topic had come up of the huge 
amount of theft and missing properly 
reported from the Home Office, and 
Hardy chipped in with a barbed com- 
ment on Michael Howard. (Why do 
people keep on having a go at poor 
old Michael Howard? The poor chap 
is only doing his best It's not Michael 
Howard's fault if his best is so pathet- 
ically bad.) 

“Something else went from the 
Home Office,” said Hardy, “because 
Michael Howard used to have the 
priceless recollection that his father 
was an asylum-seeker and he appears 
to have lost this memory altogether 
now.” 

Hmmm... iflwasaBBC bigwig,! 
thought, I would think seriously about 
taking this delightful stuff off air. 


AND AT THAT VERY 
MOMENT THEY BEGAN TO 
JAM THE PROGRAMME. 

Just as Barry Ibok was giving the 
answer to a question, another voice 
cut in over the top of him, drown- 
ing him and saying: “The gathering 
pace of diplomatic actions has done 
nothing to restrain Israel’s offen- 
sive,” then going on to tell us in 
detail abont Israel's attempt to keep 
the Lebanese quiet by killing them 
all. It was the voice of one of the 
BBC’s reporters from the Middle 
East, on a telephone line, and it was 
loud enough to make it impossible 
to hear what Jeremy Hardy or any- 
one was saying, ana it went on for 
some time and to my mind it was a 
case of the BBC jamming itself, and 
f have ail this ou tape if anyone’s 
interested. 

I didn’t complain to the BBC 
because they would be bound to 
come up with some feeble excuse, like 
they were testing the Middle East 
tape for the 1pm news and left the 
broadcasting channel open by mis- 
take. But would the BBC broadcast 
something by chance ? 1 t hink ooL I 
think they were trying to jam their 
own programmes. 

And they have lhe nerve to criticise 
Orbit in Rome for being touchy. 

That’s all. 


Sir I was very pleased to see that 
your poeby editor chose four 
haiku for the Daily Poem today 
(16 April). Although this literary 
form is one of the oldest in the 
world and has been practised in 
the West since the beginning of 
this century, there are still those 
who believe it can play no part 
other than in the Japanese poetry 
tradition. 

James Kirkup is a skilled writer 
of haiku and hra played a key part 
in bringing this genre to a wider 
audience in the West, but while 
I have great respect for him on 
both these counts I take issue 
with his. statement that every 
haiku should have 17 
syllables. 

As a member of the British 
Haiku Society I am as concerned 
as anyone that the essence of 
haiku should not become diluted 


as it becomes more widely prac- 
tised. But concentration on the 5- 
7-5 syllable count of haiku is 
misleading and obscures other 
important features of this form - 
a certain flexibility where appro- 
priate can serve the spirit of 
haiku more faithfully than a rigid 
adherence to the “rules” at all 
times. 

The syllable count in haiku is 
often misunderstood. Japanese 
poets do not count syllables, 
they count onji. This word 
means “sound symbol” and is 
much shorter than the English 
syllable and much more uni- 
form in length. Approximately 
12 English syllables best dupli- 
cates the length of Japanese 
haiku in the traditional form of 
17 onji . 

Caroline Gourlay 
Knighton, Powys 


Normal behaviour 
for a Duchess? 

Sir After watching a BBC news 
item on the divorce of the Duke 
and Duchess of York, and the 
lengthy description of the behav- 
ioural unsuitability of the 
Duchess, my 11-year-old daugh- 
ter remarked: “I don’t know why 
they are having a go at her, she's 
just normal. It’s them that are 
abnormal” An interesting per- 
spective on changing attitudes to 
the monarchy, perhaps? 

CIBetton 
Camberiey, Surrey 


Blackballed by 
the middle class 

Sir: Both John Prescott and Clare 
Short seem to have misunder- 
stood one of the fundamentals of 
the das system in Britain (report 
15 April). It is not like a theatre 
- one does not just buy the right 
ticket and take a seat It is a dub, 
and no matter bow much you 
earn you must wait to be invited 
to become a member. Some peo- 
ple will never be invited, however 
wealthy they become. 

Steven Goodall 
Brookwell, Chesterfield 


White-out 

Sin Manchester United shou 
not opt for an all-white shi 
(report, 16 April). Remembi 
Spurs in all that snow at Nottm 
ham Forest; not for the first tin 
they were practically invisible. 

Why not try black and whil 
vertical stripes, something in ti 
style of that other United teaj 
perhaps? Not only highly visibi 
but it might even inspire Anc 
Cble to find that very elusive ne 
Tom Cade 
Sheffiel 


Asian values 

Sir Although I agree with Peter 
Popham (“Is sexism an Asian 
value?” , 12 April), I do not think 
outsider should impose their opin- 
ions or values on women in Asian 
countries. Who can say whether 
Japanese women are happy or not 
with their way of life? westerners 
often think they know whai is best 
for foreigners. How would we feel 
if the reverse happens to us? 

'ARICHAT DlBB 

Ashford, Middlesex 


An horror story 

Sin Even if the whole populal 
ran around ah day savin c 
hotel" (Diary, 12 April) ft i 
sounds daft. Unless you ah s 
saying “an hater I am going to 
“an house", “an hamburger” : 
fpve everyone an headache. 

Tony loe 
C axnbrii 
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Politicians: if you want us to listen, keep it 

Team players who stick to the script get switched of £ It’s the rebels we really want to hear 


Short 


T here is no Clare Short problem. 

But there is a newspaper prob- 
lem; and a propaganda problem; 
mid a juvenile political culture prob- 
lem. When Labour frontbenchers 
sayN anything that isn't in the script 
about taxor drugs, or when Cabinet 


into a violent collective spasm. 

But Real Britain, that country 
which isn’t composed of MPs, spin 
toors, political pundits, radio news 
editors, doesn’t. It is becoming 
increasingly turned off politic^ 
partly because of the predictable and 
often thoughtless nature of political 
argument So a whole class of people 
_ whose lives are dedicated to com- 
munication are failing. They are 
* not being listened to. 

Indeed, the more they squash 
themselves into radio cars, or lounge 
across daytime television sofas, the 
less they seem to be part of a real 
national conversation. Something 
yery odd is happening to politicians 
in Britain: they are not being lis- 
tened to because of how loudly they 
are speaking. 

Hie conventional image of polit- 
ical communication, both in Con- 
% servative Central Office and on the 
Labour side, is a verbal version of 
the alleged “trickle-down effect”. 
But instead of a little wealth cas- 


cading down the social scale, a few 
simple ideas are meant to descend 
from the metropolitan cl ever dicks to 
the urban peasants below them. 

Thus if Labour politicians say again 
and again, “we are different, we have 
changed, we don’t want to Lax you too 
much”, then - however much a few 
listeners may be boxed by the repeti- 
tion- eventually voters w 01 start tod- 
dling around, mumbling, “Labour’s 
different, if*s changed, it doesn’t want 
to tax us too much.” 

There is dearly some truth here, 
at least historically. The simple, vivid 
message of the 1978-79 Winter of 
Discontent kept on working for the 
Conservatives long after Labour had 
conceded most of the Thatcher trade- 
union reforms. Repeated Labour 
daims that the Conservatives were 
intent on privatisation of the NHShit 
home by repetition. To adapt a noto- 
rious phrase about American jour- 
nalism, perhaps no party ever got 
elected by over-estimating the intel- 
ligence of the British voter. 

Intellectual justification for this 
derives partly from the idea that in 
the garish, blaring chaos of modern 
communications, only very simple 
and endlessly repeated messages 
get through. “Guinness is good for 


you" - "It’s good to talk” - “Dogs 
bark, cats miaow. Labour puls up 
taxes". But the political argument 
used against Short and other speak- 
ers-out-of-script is, of course, the 
importance of collective Cabinet 
(and Shadow Cabinet) responsibil- 
ity. Everyone signs up to the same 
things; everyone pretends to believe 
the same tilings: everyone says the 
same things. Politics is a team gam e. 

What too many politicians have 
failed to see is that both justifications 
are slightly out of dale. First, we are 
much more discriminating and cyni- 
cal consumers of information than we 
used to be. Advertisers are increas- 
ingly using irony, absurdity, pastiche 
and flights of surreal wildness in 
order lo break through the noise bar- 
rier. Think of the car ads that make 
much of the product having four 
wheels and being painted all over with 
paint, except for the windows. 

In this world, cynicism about polit- 
ical messages and politicians' media 
evasion is very high; however out- 
raged ministers may be by their occa- 
sional rough treatment on, for 
instance. Radio 4’s Today pro- 
gramme, polls of listeners tend to side 
heavily with the frustrated, in-foeir- 
faces interviewers. Whenever some- 
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phrases is outweighed by popular 
boredom and cynicism. Nobody will 
be able to measure this subtle bal- 
ance of interests or quite spot the 
moment of turn. (Maybe, at 9.23pm 
on 13 September 1996, on BBC 
News, Michael Heseltine says “old- 
style socialists" just once too often.) 

But it matters for bow we think 
about collective cabinet responsi- 
bility, too. This is a constitutional 
doctrine intended to convey the 


Hj* i i tt i , ■ uuunuc uucuucu w wjuvey me 

Micnaei Heseltuie may mystical unity of “the administra- 

say ‘old-style socialists’ 
once too often 


one does say something unscripted, 
whether it be Kenneth Clarke's 
admission last year that the Tories 
were "in a hole” or Ron Davies’ 
robust views on the Prince of Wiles, 
you can hear half the nation suddenly 
stop and pay attention. 

This suggests that for unknown 
numbers of voters, mantra politics 
must be repulsive, and doing those 
politicians who practice it no good 
at all. Eventually, there must come 
a moment when the “good" done to 
a party by the endless repetition of 


more than a collection of individual 
politicians. But these days, collective 
responsibility is more about disci- 
pline and handling the media. 

All senior politicians have become 
terrified of that journalistic cliche, 
the “split" story. They know that 
badly divided parties are seen as inef- 
fective and that well-resourced rival 
parties will quickly spot arty deviation 
■ in line between one frontbencher 
and another. Tony Blair was irritated 
by Q are Short saying something 
personal and sensible enough about 
taxation because he could visualise 
how the Conservatives and the Daily 
Mail would use H. 

It is bard not to sympathise. The 
trouble is, we all know that politi- 


cians in the same party disagree. 
These parties are, after ah, great 
sprawling coalitions of opinion and 
interest. In the age of post-ideolog- 
ical politics, their internal disagree- 
ments, whether on moral issues, or 
Europe, or education, are bound to 
feature more. Often, they will 
become the stuff of national politics. 

Pity the poor spin doctor: the 
ubiquity of media outlets means 
that the task of hiding every differ- 
ent shade of opinion is anyway a 
hopeless one. Trying to impose order 
on a lawnful of preening parlia- 
mentarians would drive the most 
determined party whip mad within 
hours. And even if every instinct of 
every Europhobic Conservative or 
libertarian Labourite was stifled - if, 
in the fantasy of some political 
policeman, the only Labour voice 
was Blair's and the only Tory one was 
Majors - who really thinks that 
British politics would benefit? 

There is, in Short, a battle between 
the requirement of a mature demoo 


debate, and the passing needs of the 
party-political competition, carried 
out in an atmosphere of hostile 
scrutiny, foam-flecked tabloids and 
journalistic narrow-mindedness. 


In that battle for the soul of pol- 
itics, neither requirement wiU ever 
folly triumph. When parties aban- 
don their instinct for discipline and 
for repetitious, single-minded polil- 

jtself wflPhave crumbled ^fet if 
politicians fail to realise that there 
sa hunger in the country for a more 
serious and unpredictable political 
conversation, then they will continue 
to see their old leadership role slip 
into history. They just will not be 
heard. 

So how should the modern party 
leader behave when, through Lbe 
thunder and crunch of masticated 
cornflakes, he hears the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer being uncomfort- 
ably blunt, or when a radiopager’s 
bleep carries the news that bloody 
Clare Short has been honest again? 

The most important thing is to 
remember that absolute control 
over anything is an illusion; and that 
politics without diverse personalities 
and views would be a grim and soul- 
less affair. Characters whose 
thoughts and personalities are 
unwelcome to the writers of party 
scripts are the essential cast-list of 
a living democracy. The problem for 
our democracy isn’t the outspoken- 
ness of politicians. (Would that it 
was!) The problem is the people who 
think there’s a problem. 


A war the Israelis can all support 

Patrick Cockbum explains why Shimon Peres 
unleashed the Grapes of Wrath campaign on Lebanon 


-Ta. 
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I t is Israel’s most popular war since 
1967. When Israel invaded Leb- 
anon in 1982, thousands of people 
. signed a petition against the attack 
* within 24 horns of it starting. This time 
there is very little dissent The vast 
majority of Israelis believe that Oper- 
ation Grapes of Wrath, now at the end 
of its first week, is the correct way to 
. deal with Hizbollah, the Lebanese 
guerrilla movement. 

The main difference between the 
war in 1982 and today is that the pre- 
sent operation is seen by Israelis as 
defensive. Hizbollah was firing 
Katyusha rockets across the border. 
Night after night Israeli television 
. sbowed pictures of the small craters 
made by the rockets and Israeli fam- 
- -flies in northern Galilee living in deep 
shelters. 

Israel’s left is never 
very radical. With a 
left like this, who 
needs a right?’ asked 
one commentator . 


If anything the Israelis believe that 
Shimon Peres, the prime minister, 
waited too long. A few days before the 
bombardment of southern Lebanon 
started he was advised by his security 

- men not to visit Kiryat Shmona, the 

• town which is the favourite target of 
'Hizbollah. By contrast, Bibi 
Netanyahu, the leader of the rigbt- 

• wing Likud party and his rival for the 
" prime minister’s office in the election 

on 29 May, was cheered as he walked 
through its streets. 

It is also a war on the cheap. There 
. has been no ground offensive by 
Israeli forces. Peres promised that 
there wifl be none, saying that in 1985 
he was the man who got Israel out of 
Lebanon. This may turn out to be ihe 
weak point of the entire operation, 

- but at the moment Israeli parents are 
not worried that their children are 

"going to be sent to fight in Lebanon. 
There has not been a single Israeli 
military casualty in the last week, com- 


pared with the 650 soldiers who died 
m 1982-4. 

Peres is also in a strong position 
because be is facing a general election 
in six weeks’ time. If there was aity dis- 
sent about Grapes of Wrath, it would 
come from the left, but this element 
is either contained in his governing 
coalition or is frightened of a Likud 
election victory. The Israeli left is, in 
any case, never very radical. One 
political commentator asks: “With a 
left like this, who needs a right?” 

But after suicide bombs killed 63 
people in February and March, Peres 
appeared to be sliding towards defeat 
Even members of the Labour party 
who are not overjoyed by what is hap- 
pening in Lebanon can see its politi- 
cal advantages. Likud has lost its best 
card, which was to attack Peres as soft 
on security. 

There is a further connection 
between the bombardment of the 
south of Lebanon and the suicide 
bombing campaign. “Israelis were 
more profoundly shocked by the four 
suicide bombs than they ever were 
before," says one prominent peace 
activist. Hizbollah is a very different 
organisation from Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad. Its support is from the Lebanese 
Shiah community, while the Palestin- 
ian organisations that exploded the 
suicide bombs are Sunni Muslim. But 
for Israelis, they are all Islamic fun- 
damentalists using the same lethal tac- 
tics. Attacking Lebanon helps to exor- 
cise the hatred and fear that followed 
the suicide bombing attacks. 

In some ways it has all been too 
easy. Just as in the Gulf war, there are 
videos of “an art” weapons demolish- 
ing targeted buildings (tagged as 
Hizbollah strongholds). But these 
clips give a false impression of the vul- 
nerability of the guerrillas that Israel 
is faring in southern Lebanon. They 
do not depend on drill halls, arsenals 
or military emplacements. One reason 
why there was a build-up of tension in 
the Israeli-occupied zone over the past 
lew months is that Hizbollah showed 
that it was becoming vety effective. Its 
ambushes were sophisticated and the 
South Lebanon Army (SLA), the 
Israeli-controlled local mditia, looked 
as if it was starting to disintegrate. 

Despite the onslaught from the air. 


and from Israeli heavy artillery, there 
is no sign that Hizbollah has been hard 
hit. In recent days the number of 
Katyusha rockets being fired across 
the border has actually gone up. They 
do not do much damage and are inac- 
curate. Usually they dig a small pot- 
hole in the ground and break some 
windows. But Peres has promised to 
stop them and so far he has not done 
so. If there have only been six or seven 
Israeli civilian casualties in the past 
week, this is partly because local 
people are in deep shelters. They do 
not want to stay there. 

Standing on the roof of the Israeli 
military headquarters at Maijayoun 
inside south Lebanon yesterday, 
Israeli military commanders were con- 
fident that by the end of the operation 
there would be fewer Katyushas. 

‘The Katyushas will 
not be in the same 
quantity,’ says Col 
Assad. Not quite what 
Peres promised ... 


“They will not be in the same quan- 
tity." said Colonel Amal Assad. Bnt 
this is not quite what Peres promised. 

Colonel Assad also said that there 
had been no dashes between Hizbol- 
lah and Israeli or SLA troops for a 
week. This could mean that trie guer- 
rillas have been hurt by the bom- 
bardment -though this is contradicted 
by the fad that they continue to fire 
rockets. Another explanation, more 
ominous for Israel, is that they are 
waiting to counter-attack. 

If they do so, this will be damaging 
for Peres. He needs a diplomatic solu- 
tion in the next few days. He hopes this 
will come through the United States 
putting pressure on Syria, which wiU 
m turn curb Hizbollah. This is what 
President Hafez al -Assad of Syria did 
in 1993, and he may do so again. The 
problem is that if he does not do it, 
then it will be difficult for Peres to end 
Grapes of Wrath successfully. He will 
come under pressure to use ground 
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Flashpoint Kiryat Shmona in northern Galilee has been a favourite target for Hizbollah rocket attacks 


Photograph: Reuter 


troops. But at this point he will be 
doing what he said he would never do: 
entangle Israel in a ground war in 
Lebanon. 

For Peres and Israel, Grapes of 
Wrath is more of a gamble than it looks. 
R>r the Israeli public, it is a conflict that 
appears justified and largely without 
risks. Few live anywhere near the 
northern border and most Israelis get 
their news of the damage done by the 
Katyusha rockets to life in northern 
Galilee from television and the press. 
Driving 400,000 people from their 
homes strikes Lebanese as an attempt 
to destroy their countxy - or at least to 
undermine their attempts to rebuild it 
after 15 years of war. While for Israelis, 
the order for people to leave their vil- 
lages and towns seems like a benign 
effort to minimise casualties. 


The danger for Israel is that the use 
of excessive force tn Lebanon will ulti- 
mately be counter-effective. The aim 
may be to minimise Israeli casualties 
by using air power and artflteiy alone. 
But, as the US learnt in Vietnam and 
the Soviet Union in Afghanistan, this 
is seldom effective. It disrupts too 
many lives; it creates new enemies. 
Israeli officers insist that they have 
been employing weapons with pin- 
point accuracy. But in the past, such 
claims have turned out to be 
exaggerated. 

Peres is trying to increase the pres- 
sure on Hizbollah. the Lebanese gov- 
ernment and Syria by insisting that 
Grapes of Wrath is open-ended, but 
if Israel is to achieve its goals in 
Lebanon then it needs a ceasefire and 
a diplomatic solution soon. 


Some day my prince will say something interesting 

Fergie, it is said, found her husband deadly dull But is the Duke of Ycak really so vacuous? By Jojo Moyes 


A t Royal Ascot, the preferred transport of 
wealthy owners and punters is the heli- 
copter. While owners retire to the members 
enclosure, the pilots congregate to chat whue 
they wait. Wfcll away from the Queen and other 
guests in the Royal Box, this Is where, at a meet- 
fog, one could have found Prince redrew - 
m ucking in with the other pilots, talking about 
choppers and drinking tea. 

m is typical of the popular image of the 
Duke of York; down to earth, blokeish, one of 
the lads”. His nickname ‘'Randy Andy” and foe 
tabloid antics of his pre-marriage *9* 

-a hearty, lusty, good-natured individual, a suit- 
able candidate for Prince Regent. 

Even when he was forced to d f%P^ ls£ ^ 
unfounded tabloid ,£“1 5 n^r 

response- “Look at me. I must be the first peT- 

sonin medical history to contract Aids and put 
on weight!”"- was typically waggsb- 

- Butfo^ last few yeais foe Duke ontok l^ 

become less visible; outode fais befomg fo 

bSmesometSs^f a recluse. As therolumn /nook “far more seriously" and realised that his 

gESaSfisaSfs - - 

^SSoSSE* diminished at a parcel But some feteve there is less to it than that. 

fSL cfoce focir separation he has been EmgmatK is whatever 
Brited with fewromao^P®^ 6 *? 311 ^ 110 scan ~ who are^^ vacuous, says one royal bio- 
there is no significant woman grapher.^He’s actually a very lBih-century sort 
fohfefifeUnlfte her. he has chosen to lead a. of character. Yon know, wine, women and 

his main indul- sang. And .why not?" . - 

genceJTefog his passion for golt Last year he • One friend described him as a labrador - 


performed a total of 81 public 
engagements in' the UK, 
although he no longer receives 

any thing from foe civil KsL 

In recent years foe public 
seems to have lost sight of 
Andrew. While it has a good 
grip on foe main characters 
that make up the royal soap 
opera - Charles: whingeing, 
eccentric; Diana: spoilt, neu- 
rotic; Anne; blunt, hardworking 
- it no longer knows what to 
make of him. 

Recent newspaper- reports 
suggest that crucial to his 
reduced profile is Andrew’s 
growing belief that he may yet 
nave a far more significant 
. role within the Royal Family, 
should Charles not become 
King, In recent months he is 
said to have taken his paper- 



“Every time he wags his tail he 
knocks over the best china. 
He's a fairly nice, harmless per- 
son." Andrew, those who know 
him suggest, is neither foe rol- 
licking prince, nor foe Machi- 
avellian heir apparent He likes 
musk by Elton John and Fleet- 
wood Mac, be is teetotal and 
hates smokers, and his idea of 
a good holiday is with his par- 
ents in Scotland. 

Feigie is said to have found 
him dull and boring and balked 
at his life of sea, golf course and 
watching television. The 
Queen, one afternoon, is 
reported to have jokingly 
remarked to foe Duchess of 
York: “I’m so glad you’ve taken 
Andrew' off our hands ... but 
why on earth did you do it?" 

Andrew's widely docu- 
mented “schoolboy" humour is said to denote 
a lack of emotional maturity and to be used as 
a way of avoiding any real contact with people. 
He appears to be most comfortable in foe com- 
pany of men and believes in "anything for a quiet 
fife". His absence from his wife during their mar- 
riage -one year, she says, she saw him for a total 
of 42 days-suggesls someone emotionally semi- 
detached. 

Susan Barrames is less generous about her 

- eoee 


easy-going son-in-law. In an interview with an 
Italian magazine shortly after their initial sep- 
aration, foe said: ‘Andrew is a good-looking boy 
- but be has not got any character, absolutely 
none. If be had, maybe his marriage would not 
have broken up.” 

This may be foe case. But as his failed mar- 
riage and wayward ex-wife again enter foe eye 
of foe media storm, Andrew will again man- 
age to comfortably sidestep the attention. He 
will start work at eight and finish at five. He 
will stay at his single man's quarters in land- 
based HMS Osprey, plastered with pictures of 
his daughters and wife, where he is known as 
Lt Commander Andrew York. On his days off, 
according to one golfing partner, he will 
order a ginger ale at the clubhouse and “josh 
about". And this weekend, as always, he will 
visit his wife and daughters at Wentworth for 
lunch. 

Meanwhile, in an age where royal excesses are 
loudly castigated, Andrew’s veiy ordinariness 
appears to be bringing about his rehabilitation, 
in foe same way it has for his sister, Anne. As 
foe Duchess of York details her every post-mar* 


has endeared him to foe public. He is, accord- 
ing to foe latest royal biographer, seen as a 
“decent, likeable bloke, who's had a hard time 
of ft". Perhaps foe “characterless", “vacuous” 
Duke of York is actually playing the cleverest 
game of all. 



“Now’s your chance 
to have 
something 
you treasure, 
valued 

free ** Henry Send on 

Antiques coSector 
& porcelain specialist 

On Friday, 26th April, at each of Phillips 23 salerooms 
around the country, our specialists will be lined up to give 
free auction valuations. You can chat to them informally, 
and get fine feel of a great auction house which has been 
working for its clients since 1 796. 

Simply bring along your antiques, porcelain, paintings, 
silver or collectables to your nearest Phillips saleroom on 
the day. (Or provide a good photo.) 

Call now on the number below for full details and a 
free copy of Phillips Auction Diary. 

===== Phillips - 


NATIONAL VALUATION DAY 

with CLASSIC /m 

•'•MB 

FRIDAY, 26th APRIL 


IB FREE (9am to 5pm Mon-Fii) 

0500 00 1796 



Phillips, 101 New Bond Street, London W1Y DAS 

The great London auction house 
with a saleroom near you 


@ Phillips 

ISTFRNaTION^L 
ArCTIOMEEHS A VAtl'ERS 


Phillip* on the Internet: 

r.n?. philips- auctisns com 


Founded 1796 
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obituaries / gazette 


Stavros Niarchos 


Stavros Niarchos, the Greek 
shipowner and art collector, 
was a self-made businessman of 
immense wealth and with an ex- 
ceptional ability to make and 
waste vast s ums of money. 

Niarchos's short stature (he 
was only 5ft 5in tall) contrast- 
ed with ’his debonair personal- 
ity; his middle-class origins with 
his aristocratic aspirations and 
staunch royalist sympathies; 
his commercial acumen in 
international shipping with his 
spendthrift involvements in 
horse-racing, womanising and 
rivalries for personal grandeur. 
Stalked by power and riches the 
world over, he was unable to 
reconcile his domineering am- 
bitions with the considerations 
of family life. He brooked no 
opposition, suffered consequent 
losses and abandonments but 
always managed to look 
tenaciously ahead. 

Stavros Niarchos was born in 
Athens, in 1909, three months 
after his parents, naturalised US 
citizens, had returned to their 
native country on making their 
fortune with a department store 
in Buffalo, New York. After 
graduating in Law at Athens 
University, he entered the busi- 
ness world through a chain of 
Hour mills owned by his moth- 
er's family, the Cou mandaros. 
Bv Lhe time he was 30 he had 
built up the shipping side of the 
business, chartering vessels to 
carry wheal from Argentina 
and elsewhere. By 1935 he was 
able to persuade the company 
to invest in six freighters for 
transatlantic grain transport 
and himself profited from this 
expansion by acquiring one of 
them, in 1939. It was an auspi- 
cious move. The vessel traded 
profitably both before and 
during the Second World Wir. 
thus enabling Niarchos to widen 
his circle of operations to 
London and New York. 

When Greece entered the 
war, he joined the Royal Hel- 
lenic Navy, serving ou North At- 
lantic convoys with the rank of 
lieutenant-commander, he was 
later named Honorary Naval 
Attache to the Greek embassy 
in Washington (1944-48). Along 
with Manuel Kulukundis, C.M. 
Lcmos and others, be was in- 
strumental in securing from 
the US government the fav- 
ourable sale of 100 Liberty 
ships to Greek shipowners in 
compensation for damages suf- 
fered in the Allied war effort. 


The sale revived the fortunes of 
Greece's depleted merchant 
marine and made possible its 
post-war renascence. 

Following the dissolution of 
his childless second marriage in 
1947. Niarchos became a suit- 
or to the shipping tycoon S.G. 
Ljvanos’s elder daughter, the 
21 -year-old Eugenia. The Li- 
vanos family had been resident 
in New York since the war and 
Aristotle Onassis had already 
proved himself eligible for 
the hand of the younger daugh- 
ter. Tina. Eugenia had been 
brought up with a strong sense 
of moral duty and familial 
devotion: in the course of 23 
challenging years of marriage 
she proved an intelligent, 
dedicated wife and mother. 

Niarchos, like most Greek 
shipowners, had committed all 
ships under his management 
to the Allied war effort and lost 
six of 14 carriers. He retrieved 
some of his losses through in- 
surance and proceeded to buy 
US-buDl Liberty and Victory dry 
cargo ships, as well as T2 oil- 
tankers. Soon after, he initial- 
ed an important shipbuilding 
programme with American 
shipyards which increased and 
consolidated his fleet. His new- 
buHdings were financed by con- 
struction loans guaranteed to 
the banks by the performance 
of long-term charters. This 
broke new ground in interna- 
tional ship finance, especially 
since each ship was regarded as 
an independent economic unit. 

Moreover, Niarchos spear- 
headed the gradual increase in 
tanker capacity from the pre- 
war 18,000 tonnes deadweight 
(d.w.) to the 80.000 d.w. of the 
late Fifties. His phenomenal 
success was primarily due to the 
earl>’ realisation that oil would 
replace coal as the primary 
fuel of the world economy. 
“I am first-generation Niar- 
chos,' he used to boast in an- 
swer to accusations of unfair 
competition by the traditional 
shipowners of the time. 

By 1956 Niarchos's fleet was 
the largest in the world, with 60 
ships trading and on order, to- 
talling almost 2 million tonnes. 
In 1959-60 he was able to pro- 
cure massive contracts with the 
Soviet government for the car- 
riage of Black Sea oil to Japan, 
Scandinavia and Italy. Although 


a captive fleet, thus allowing 
Russian tankers to supply and 
strengthen Cuba at the peak of 
the Cold War, Niarchos de- 
fended his decision in court and 
was granted a full apology on 
the grounds that his contracts 
were in no way detrimental to 
Western defence interests and 
that, as an international busi- 
nessman; he had Lhe right to 
trade freely. 

By 1966 his fleet comprised 
72 ships trading and 16 on or- 
der, including substantial mod- 
ern and super tonnage. His 
investments had diversified into 
stocks and real estate. His art 
collection bad grown impres- 
sively, especially after the 1958 
acquisition of Edward G. 
Robinson's excellent collection 
of Impressionist paintings. It 
now included works by Corot, 
Renoir, Degas, Toulouse- 
Lautrec, Gauguin. Cezanne, 
Utrillo and Picasso, as well as 
the magnificent 1585 Pieta by El 
Greco. He owned fabulous 
homes in St Moritz, New York, 
Antibes and Paris, where he had 
renovated the 18th-century H6- 
tel de Chanalieiles, once pre- 
sented by Louis XIV to his son 
the Due de Maine. In 1962 Niar- 
chos bought the island of Spet- 
sopoula, 53 miles south of 
Piraeus, and started trans- 
forming it from a heap of wind- 
swept rocks into an Aegean 
paradise of lush greenery, 
quiet beaches, rich game and 
the latest in business technolo- 
gy and communications. 

The marriage with Eugenia 
was interrupted rudely in 1964 
on account of Niarchos's tu- 
multuous affair with Charlotte 
Ford, the 24-year-old daughter 
of Henry Ford n. They were 
married in Mexico and had 
one child. After this escapade 
came to a bitter end in 1967. 
Niarchos retraced his steps to 
Eugenia with impunity - the 
Greek Orthodox Church had 
never dissolved their wedlock 

Three years later. Eugenia 
died from an overdose of 
barbiturates while holidaying 
on Spetsopoula. The Piraeus 
public prosecutor challenged 
medical reports and accused 
Niarchos of inflicting fatal in- 
juries on his wife. There were 
allegations at the time of a 


sis, maintained close relations 
with the Colonels and was ac- 
tive in bringing badly needed 
investments into the country. 
A judicial tribunal heard the 
case in September 1970 and 
exonerated Niarchos. 

Vindicated and relieved, he 
renewed his friendship with his 
wife's sister, Tina, recently 
divorced from her second hus- 
band, the Marquess of Bland- 
ford. They were married in 
1971 with the approval of the 
bride's mother, Mme Arietta Li- 
vanos. The grand old lady is re- 
puted to have told them that 
their marriage would not only 
show the world that Niarchos 
was innocent of Eugenia's death 
but also that the family had 
stuck together in the face of ad- 
versity. Her words challenged 
fate: two years later Una’s son, 
Alexandras Onassis, crashed 
in his private jet and the year fol- 
lowing Tina herself died in 
Paris of a heart attack 

Niarchos was a world-class 
entrepreneur with a special 
flare for public relations. After 
accepting late delivery of two 
260,000-d.w. supertankers from 
British Shipbuilders in 1978-80, 
he was accused of taking ad- 
vantage of British taxpayers’ 
money: the vessels had been or- 
dered at £17m each, including 
£4m in government subsidies. 
Contractual terms entitled 
Niarchos to a£4m reduction on 
each vessel and BS had agreed 
to let go of the second vessel at 
£14m. Peeved by Tory accusa- 
tions in Parliament, Niarchos 
announced be was ready to re- 
verse the purchase and sell the 
tankers back to the yard at the 
original price, forgoing interest. 
BS found the offer embarrass- 


had always been regarded by 
Greek socialists as a b&e noire 
and had to endure the calum- 
nies of adverse publicity and in- 
cessant litigation. In 1985 lie 
characteristically offered Hel- 
lenic Shipyards to the state- 
owned Industrial Development 
Bank for SlOm, one-tenth its 
book value, thus assessing the 
company’s negative worth in 
terms of labour unrest and 
minimal productivity at $90m. 
The socialist government of 
Andreas Papandreou snapped 
up the bargain. 

Niarcho?s frivolous side in- 
cluded an impulsive sortie into 
racing reputed to have cost 
him $l00m, as well as a num- 
ber of liaisons amoureuses dar- 
ing his autumnal years with 
such famous socialites as Ellen 
cfEstain Wle, Princess Fnyal of 
Jordan and the Italian heiress 
Marina Palma. Al different 
times he owned the world’s 
most expensive private jet, a 
Gru mman Gidfstreanj 2 (then 
valued at £lm), and the worid’s 
most luxurious yacht, the fab- 
ulous 3,600-ton Atlantis* His 
net worth has been estimated at 
$5bn. 


Soon after Niarchos's inter- 
est in racing began to wane, and 
h was not unto the 1980s that 
he really became a force again. 
That coincided with his pur- 
chase of a former leading stud 
in Ranee, the Haras de Fresnay- 
le- Buff aid, whose fortunes 
Niarchos, backed by a team of 
able advisers, revived The stud 
also became a leading race 
sponsor, backing the Prix 
Jacques le Marcus, the highlight 
of the big Deauville meeting in 


August 

Niarcl 


Michael Moschos 


ing and chose to sidestep it 

believ- 


higb-level cover-up which Niar- 
W' 


he was criticised by the English 
Com- 


press for providing the 
munists with what amounted to 


cbos had ostensibly engineered 
with the collusion of the miii- 
Itwas 
Onas- 


tary junta ruling Greece. ! 
well known that he, like ( 


Niarchos was a firm 
er in bard work and fair play. 
He always maintained close 
ties with his native Greece and, 
in addition to operating most of 
his fleet under the Greek fla g, 
invested heavily in the country’s 
industrial base. It is probably 
through no fault of his own that 
two of his major entemrises, the 
Aspropyrgos Oil Refinery and 
the Hellenic Shipyards at Skara- 
manga. came to no good Gov- 
ernment intervention, union 
interference with overmanning 
problems and the oQ crisis, fol- 
lowed by the prolonged shipping 
crisis of 1981-86, forced him to 
pull out of both projects. 

A successful capitalist, he 


Successful in business, success- 
ful in racing, writes Richard 
Griffiths. Stavros Niarchos was 
a man who enjayedhis fair share 
of achievements in both 
spheres. For a period spanning 
three decades, Niarchos's navy 
and pale blue colours were as 
well known as any. 

His standard-bearer was a 
plain-looking filly called 
Miesque, who belied her ap- 
pearance to become one of the 
most outstanding milers racing 
has seen. Tvo years running she 
won the Breeders' Cup Mile in 
North America. The end-of- 
season championship series is 
regarded as extremely difficult 
for runners from Europe to wm; 
it says everything for foe talent 
of Miesque, and her trainer 
Frangois Boutin, that she was 
able to achieve the feat twice. 

Niarchos first became in- 
volved in racing in the 1950s and 
his Midas touch immediately be- 
came apparent with Oleandrin, 
a leading two-year-old in 1952 
who went on to finkh third as 
a three-year-old in the 2,000 
Guineas. Four years later Pipe 
of Peace, another top two-year- 
old, also went on to finish third 
in foe Guineas for him. 


[iarefaos’s investment soon 
paid off with back-to-back suc- 
cesses in the French 2,000 
Guineas with Melyno in 1992 
and 1 ’Emigr ant in 1993. Later, 
between 1991 and 1993, he 
achieved an unprecedented hat- 
trick of wins in foe same race 
with Hector Protector, Shang- 
hai and RZngmambo. Other 
leading colts he owned were 
M achiavellian and the French 
Derby- winner Hernando. 

AH these horses were trained 
by foe late Ran^ois Boutin, 
without whom it is questionable 
Niarchos would have enjoyed 
such success. The brilliant 
Miesque, as weD as those two 
fabulous Breeders' Cup wins, 
also won the English 1,000 
Guineas in 1987 and foe Prix du 
Moulin, another big mile race. 

Niarchos had horses with 
British trainers, most notably 
Henry Cecil who sent out tal- 
ented fillies like Gwydion and 
Chim es of Freedom. 

In the Eighties Niarchos went 
into short-lived partnership 
with another leading owner, 
Robert Sangster. Law Society 
was among foe best of then- 
horses, winning the Irish 
Derby in 1985. 

Niarchos’s biggest disap- 
pointment as a racehorse own- 
er came in 1980 when his 
talented but unlucky colt 
Nureyev was disqualified from 
first place in the 2,000 Guineas. 


Stavros Spyros Niarchos, ship- 
owner, art collector, racehorse 
owner bom Athens 3 July 1909: 
married 1930 Helen Sporides 
( marriage dissolved 1930), 1939 
Melpomene Capparis (marriage 
dissolved 1947), 1947 Eugenia 
Uvanos ( died 1970; three sons, 
one daughter), 1965 Charlotte 
Ford (one daughter: marriage dis- 
solved 1967), 1971 MesAthina 
Uvanos-Onassis-Blandford (died 
1974); died Zurich 15 April 
1996. 
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Niarchos: the Midas touch 


Photograph: Hutton Getty 



Tomas Gutierrez Alea 


Salvador Wood as the nephew in Alea's Death of a Bureaucrat, 1966 Photograph: Ronald Grant Archive 


Tom4s Gutierrez Alea, Cuha's 
best-known film-maker, was an 
ardent supporter of the 1959 
revolution -which, in one form 
or another, was the subject of 
most of his films. He could be 
fanciful on occasion, but on the 
whole his work was a counter- 
blast to Stalin's dictum - “Life 
must be depicted as it should be, 
not as it is.” 

In 36 years Alea made only 
1 1 features, and the best of them 
is the fifth, Memories of Under- 
development (Memories del sub- 
desorroUo , 1968). It is not only 
foe finest, but foe largest in 
theme when he wasn’t paying 
homage to his predecessors - 
chiefly Bunuel, whose work (in 
common with most Latm- 
Am erican film-makers) he 
idolised. It is by far the most suc- 
cessful of his films, which makes 
him something of an enigma. 
The revolution both stimulated 
him and restricted him. 

Alea read Law at Havana 
University and then went to 
study at foe Centro Sperimen- 
tale di Cinematografica in 
Rome, founded by Mussolini 
He began making shorts in 
Cuba in 1955, one of which was 
seized by the Batista govern- 
ment for subversion. After Cas- 
tro deposed Batista, Alea was 
the leading force behind the cre- 
ation of the Cuban Film Insti- 
tute, foe ICAIC. with whom he 
made his first feature in 1960, 
Stories of the Revolution ( His - 
torias de la Rei'olucidn), three 
linked stories of the insurrection 
agains t Batista: it was filmed on 


location, acknowledging Ros- 
sellini’s ftrisa as its mode] - but 
unlike foal and his own subse- 
quent films, it clearly cost a lot 
of money. 

The Twelve Cfutirs ( Las Doce 
SiHas , 1962) is based on the 
comic Russian novel by Ilya Hf 
and Yevgeny Petrov which at 
other times has provided vehi- 
cles for Fred Allen, George 
Formby, Me] Brooks and oth- 
ers. It was basically a scattershot 
satire on the bureaucracy cre- 
ated by foe revolution, a con- 
stant theme in Alea's work. 
Gumbite (1964), showed him in 
a more humanist mood, as a 
young Haitian returns from 
Cuba to his native village, with 
echoes of both Shakespeare 
(Romeo and Juliet) and Pagnol/ 

Giono (Marion des Sources). 

Death of a Bureaucrat (La 
muerte de un buroemta, 1966) 
concerns a widow who needs to 
produce a body before she can 
collect a pension. She asks her 


look to Bunuel, especially to 
Vaidiana and to The Extermi- 
nating Angd, mordant essays oa 
a bourgeoisie trying to shake off 
foe yoke of a religion which de- 
nies its members their sexuali- 
ty. (It's to Bunuel, in fact that 
foe latter is dedicated.) Alea is 
not alone in this. In Spain, its 
leading directors of this gener- 
ation - Juan Antonio Bardem 
and Luis G. Berlanga - 
laboured under the shadow of 
foe master. 

When they were serious, they 
were almost as sardonic and 


sharp-minded as he was, but 
icybot 


hapless nephew to help her 
is to steal e 


and his response is to steal a ca- 
daver. He manages to be more 
resourceful than we are led to 
expect, but he ends up as 
Harold Lloyd cast in foe role of 
Josef K: unlike Lloyd, howev- 
er, foe slapstick is very much hit- 
and-mn. The film is dedicated 
to many people in foe movies’ 
past, from Eisenstein to Laurel 
and Hardy, but this only exposes 
Alea's chief weakness - his 
dependence on past masters. 

Both The Last Supper (La ul- 
tima cena, 1976) ana The Sur- 
vivors (Los sobrevhrientes, 1978) 


they both threw everything but 
the kitchen stove into their lat- 
er comedies. Discernment is the 
major requirement of political 
satire. 

That was something Bunuel 
understood even in his Mexican 
potboilers. Alea’s final film, 
Guantanamera (1995), echoed 
foe plotting of Bunuel's Subida 
al Oslo, as several incompetents 
make life even more difficult 
for themselves as they travel 
across the country, but where 
be was pitiless Alea was 
lackadaisical. 

The film was co- directed by 
Juan Carlos Tablo, whom Alea 
had called in to help him on 
Strawberry and Chocolate (Fre- 
sa y chocolate . 1993); he was al- 
ready dying with cancer. It is 
probably his most popular film, 
first seen at the Berlin Film Fes- 
tival and many another there- 
after. Its chief protagonist, as so 
often with this director, is non- 
conformist - a gay man in a 


country less noted for homo- 
phobia than machismo. In Cuba 
under Castro gays didn’t exist 
- or else, like the great cine- 
matographer Nestor Almen- 
dros, they were driven abroad. 
Alea was much praised every- 
where for tackling a contro- 
versial issue, but in fact his hero, 
Diego, is one of foe old stereo- 
types, an effeminate man who 
conceives a passion for straight 
man. David. He is tempted" to 
succumb - but not often and not 
much, and he reasserts his het- 
erosexuality with a grand bout 
on Diego's bed with a whore, 
played by Alea's wife, Muta 
Ibarra. 

The film cops oul despite 
its sentimentality - a quality 
distinctly absent from Alea's 
masterpiece. Memories of 
Underdevelopment. He wrote it 
himself from a novel by Ed- 
mundo Desnoes, who actually 
appears in ii in a public debate 
as to whether he is using the 
country for his own ends or is 
simply failing to understand iL 
The time is 1961, and Sergio 
(Sergio Corrieri), prosperous 
and well -placed, is staying on as 
wife, friends and family flee to 
Miami; he believes - it is more 
than a creed - that he must 
come to terms with the new 
regime. To that end, he keeps 
a diary. He has a casual affair 
with a girl from a different 
class who is bitter about losing 
her virginity; she begins to love 
him, but accuses him of rape 
after he has tried to end the 
relationship. 


He says, “I’m Europeanised 
With her. I’m dogged by 
underdevelopment." They vis- 
it Hemingway's borne - his 
refuge, it is said, though, am- 
biguously., Cuba never really in- 
terested him: his bullfighter 
posters might, perhaps, express 
a sublimated homosexuality 
rather than macho man. It is a 
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movie about the past present 


and future not only of Sergio - 
though he is not atypical - but 
of Cuba itself, a mighty collage * 
of newsreels (Lhe actualite ), of 
memories and fantasies. There 
is no other f3m quite like it and 
certainly not the nostalgic Let- 
ters from the Park (Cartas del par : 
quee , 1988). though that is also 
foe work of a clever and so-' 
phisticated film-maker. As. 
adapted from Gabriel Garda 
Marquez, it is a retreat to a 
peaceful provincial 19 13, when 
a young man finds himself los- 
ing his beloved to the older man 
who is writing his love-fetters for 
him. 

These days television some- 
times commemorates deceased 
movie-makers with their finest 
work. Both these films should - 
be shown - and, because of its ' 
flashes of brilliance. La ultima 
cena. This is a director whose 
work, even the sub-Bunuel 
pieces, ought to be better 
known. 
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David Shipman 


Tomds Gutierrez Alea, film di- 
rector, producer, screenwriter 
bom Havana 11 December 1928; 
died Havana 16 April 1996. 


BIRTHS 


LEBUS: On 16 April, to Rachel (nee 
Morton) and Matthew, a son, Samuel 
Alexander, a brother for Benj amin 
and Joseph. 


DEATHS 


LOW Allan, on Wednesday 17 April 
of J 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


much loved husband of Jean and 
brother of Edward. Funeral service at 
All Saints’ Church. Sleep, near Pe- 
tcrsGeld. on Tuesday 23 April at 

1 C. !L. n. _ ■ r. 


230pm. Family flowers only. Dona- 

: Mac millan r 


trans, [T wished, to the Macmillan Ser- 
vice, King Edward VU Hospital. 
Midhurat, West Sussex. 

SAJtGAN: J. Denis, Emeritus Professor 
of Economic Science and Statistics, 


IN MEMORIAM 

KENT Sarah, 23 September 1962 - 18 
April 1994. Forever loved. May die 
angels bright Much you tonight And 

keep you m-hUe you 


University of London (London 
School of Economics), suddenly and 


ering, 

Crematorium, ro radon Wood Har- 


low, 230pm 25 April Flowers, fam- 
ily only. Donai ‘ ' 


■v — o nations for Mcncap are 
being cnJJecied by D.C. Poo! ton £ 
Sons, Clarks Lane, Eppine CM 16 
4NJ. Telephone 01992 572609. 


MEMORIAL SERVICES 

MALIC KFUNC: Daphne, A joyful cel- 
cbiaikm of her life win be heu at Scv- 
enhampton Church, nr Cheltenham, 
at 2pm on Saturday 4 May. En- 
quiries to Btuce MflUghflingon 01242 


Announcements for Gazette BERTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions, Marriages, Deaths, Memo- 
rial strrkes, Wedding anniversaries, In 

Memoriam 1 should be sent In writing 
to the Gazette Editor; The Independent 
1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf. Lon- 
don EL4 5DL telephoned to 0171-293 
2011 (24-hour answering machine 
0171-293 2612} or faxed id 0171-293 
2010; and are charged at £650 a line 
(VAT extra I. OTHER Gazette an- 
nonneemads (notices, fanctioas, Forth- 
cotning marriages. Marriages) mast be 
submitted in writing (or fined) and are 
charged at £10 a line, VAT extra. They 
should be accompanied by a daytime 
telephone number. 


The Independents main switchboard 
noMber is 0171-293 2000. 


Birthdays 

Miss AvrO Angers, actress, 74; Mr 
Eric Ba Hereby, wartime escaper in 
Burma and SOE operative, 80; Dr 
Clive Booth, Vice-Chancellor, Oxford 
Brookes Univeisity, S3; Mr Alan De- 
vereux. former Chairman. Scottish 
Tourist Board, 63; Miss Syhia Fish- 
er, soprano, 86; Miss Barbara Hale, 
dm actress, 74; Sir PeteT Hordern 
MP, chai rman, Pina. 67: Mr Peter Jef- 
frey, actor, 67; Mr Mark Kingston, 
actor, 62; Mr Malcolm Marshall 
cricketer, 38; Lord Mason of Barns- 
ky. former MP, 72; Miss Hayky Mb, 
actress, 50; The Rev Dominic MOrpy 
OSB, former Headmaster, Ample- 
forth College, 64; Baroness Platt of 
Wrinle, former chairman. Equal 
Opportunities Commission, 73; The 
Right Rev Dr Edward Roberts, 
former Bishop of Ely, 88; Mr Ian Ihy- 
lor MP, Parliamentary Under- 
secretary for Trade and Technology, 
5I;Sir Teddy Taylor MP, 59; Sir Edgar 
Unsworth, former Chief Justice, 
Gibraltar, 90. 


Anniversaries 


Births: George Colman (the elder), 
playwright, baptised 173i Sir Fron- 


ds Baring, banker, 1740; Bernhard 
Anselm Weber, pianist, conductor 
and composer, 1764; George Henry 
Lewes, journalist and critic, 1817; 
Henry Clarence Kendall poet, 1839; 
Antero Tarquinio de Quental poet, 
1842; Sir George Clausen, painter, 
1852; Leopold Antonin Stanislaw 

Boleslawowicz Stofcowsiri, conductor 
and composer, 1882; Sir Arnold 
Henry Moore Luim, skier, 1888. 
Deaths Filippino Lippi, painter. 
1504; John Leiand, antiquary, 1552; 
John Fane, author of The Book of 
Martyrs, 1587; George Jeffreys, first 
Baron Jeffreys of Wem, judge. 1689; 
Erasmus Darwin, physician and 
writer, 1802; Jean-Baptiste Isabey, 
painter, 1855; Sir Robert Smirke. ar- 
chitect, 1867; Sir Anthony Paruzri, 
principal librarian of the British 
Museum, 1879; Gustave Moreau, 
painter. 1898: Ottorino Respighi 
composer, 1936; Sr Richard Rmxa- 
man Terry, musicologist, 1938; Her- 
bert Albert Lanrens Fisher, historian, 
1940; Florrie Forde. music-hall 
artiste, 1940; Cecile Cfa amin ade. 
composer, 1944; Sir John Ambrose 
Fleming, electrical engineer, 1945; 
Leonard Bloomfield, linguist and 
philologist, 1949; Albert Einstein, 
physicist, 1955; Ben Hecht, journal- 


ist and playwright, 1964; Benny Hill 
(Alfred Hawthorn Hill), comedian, 
1993; Dame Elisabeth Frink, sculp- 
tor, 1993. On this day: Pan! Revere, 
American sfiversmith and patriot 
made his dramatic ride from 
Charleston K> Lerington, 177S; the 
2,000 Guineas was first rim at New- 
market IS09; (be remains of David 
Livingstone were interred in West- 
minster Abbey, 1874; the Natural His- 
tory Museum in South Kensington 
was opened, 1881; San trantisco was 
devastated by a great earthquake, 
1906; the International Court of 
Justice was opened ar the Hague, 
1946; the League of Nations was for- 
mally dissolved, and Its assets band- 
ed over to the United Nations, 1946; 
the Republic of Ireland Act came into 
force, 1949; France, West Germany. 
Italy, Belgium, Luxembourg and the 
Netherlands set up the Cbal and Steel 
Community, 1951; London Bridge 
was sold to a US oQ company (itwas 
later rc-ereoed in Arizona), 1968; the 
US Senate voted that in 1999, the 
JRanama Canal would be turned over 
to the Republic ofPanama, 1978. Tb- 
day is the Feast Day of St Apollonius 
the Apologist. Saints Heutherius 
and Anlhia. Si GaJdinus, St Tdesbald 
and St Laserian or Molaisse. 


Lectures 


National Gallery: Alexander Sturgis, 
“Lost and Found (ii): Giorgione, !l 
Thurumto ", lpm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Michael Keen, “British Genre Paint- 
■ mg"/ 230pm. 

TkieGnEery. Sarah O’Brien 7ivohig, 
“Cfaanne and the Modems”, lpm. 
British Museum: Simon James, 
“Gladiators", 1.15pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Flora 
Fraser. “Unruly Queen. Caroline of 
Brunswick, Queen of George [V. 
1.10pm. 

Royal Society (Croonian Lecture), 
Loudon SW 1 : Dr Thomas Lindahl, 
"Endogenous Damage to DNA”, 
SJOpm. 


English Speaking Union 
The Mexican Ambassador, Sc nor 
Andres Rozenud, was guest of hon- 
our and speaker at a lunchtime lec- 
ture held yesterday at the English 
Speaking Union. London Wl. He 
spoke on "The Transatlantic Rela- 
tionship: 3 Mexican view". Sir Pteter 
Marshall was in the chair. 


Sir John Badenoch 


A Memorial Service for Sir John 
Badenoch, Fellow of Merton College 
1965-87, Emeritus Fellow 1987-06 
will be held at 2J0pm on Saturday 
27 April 19%, in the Chapel, Mer- 
ton College, Oxford. 


Luncheons 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Sir Nicholas Bonsor MP, Minister or 
State for Foreign and Common- 
wealth Affairs, hosted a luncheon 
yesterday in honour of Dr Haris Sil- 
ajdzic. Leader of the Party for the Re- 
public of Bosnia and Hercegovina, 
yesterday ar Lancaster House, Lon- 
don SW1. 


Wills 

Kenneth Bent Suerson-Taylw Qc. 
Lord Gram** ester, of Kingston Hill 
Surrey, left estate valued at 
£2.045,158 net. 

Marx Viscountess Rothennere, of 
Palm Beach, Florida, left estate in 
England and Wales valued at 
£216,075 net. 

Miss Evelyn Mary Cray, of Linby. 

Nottinghamshire, left estaie valued 
at £4,242,656 net. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
The Princess Royal, Patron, Interna- 
tional Health Exchange, atrends an An- 
nual General Meeting at the Royal 
College of Nursing, 20 Cavendish 

Square, London Wl; as President, An- 
imal Health Thrst, attends the Second 
Wdfare Symposium. Royal Society, 6 
Cartton House Terrace, Loudon SWl; 
and attends the Honourable Artillerv 
Company’s Annual Dinner at Ar- 
moury House, City Road. London 
ECI. Princess Alexandra, President, 
visiis the Imperial Cancer Research 
Fund Cancer Medicine Research Unit 
at Sl James's University Ho spital. 
Leeds. W«t Yorkshire; and attends a 
performance of Carmen at the Edin- 
burgh Festival Theatre, Edinburgh. 
The Duchess of Gtoucrsta; Rstnm. Ns* 
UonaJ Asthma Campaign, attends a. 
Musical Evening at the Fishmongers* 
Hall, London EC4. Princess Mkbael 
of Kent opens the KIDS Family 
Centre, Sutton Coldfield. > 

Changing of the Guard f 

The Household Cavalry Mounted 
Regiment mounts the Queen’s Life 
Guard at Horse Guards, 11am; IstBat- 
talion Welsh Guards mourns the 
Queen's Guard, ar Buckingham ' 
Palace, 1130am,' band provided by die 

Irish Guards. 
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Electricity merger: Government will seek disposal of power stations as the price for allowing £8bn marriage with US group 



Power deal will mean shake-up 


MICHAEL HARRISON 
tend MARY FAGAN 

The Government is preparing 
to use its golden share in 
National Power to engineer a 
dramatic shake-up in Bri tain ’s 
electricity industry in return for 
allowing the America power 
company Southern to proceed 
with a £8tm-plus merger. 

As a political row erupted 
over Southern’s announcement 
that jt is seeking a “combina- 
tion" with National Power, it 
emerged that the Georgia- 

a significant number empower 
stations as the price for getting 
regulatory approval for the 
deal. 

: National Power, Britain’s 
^iggest electricity generator, 
5as already agreed to sell off 
4,000 megawatts of plant - ac- 
counting for more than 15 per 
cent of its capacity - and has 
shortlisted four buyers. 

But Southern, which bought 
South Western Electricity for 
fl.lbn last year, is thought to 
be prepared to get rid ofmore 
of National Power’s stations, as 
away of increasing competition 
and securing Government sup- 
port for the merger. 

Southern is not thought to 
have formally sounded out 
ministers about its interest in 
National Pbwer, although it 
has been eyeing the generator 
for almost a year. 

National Power shares soared 
by more than 10 per cent to 578p 
yesterday as Southern con- 
firmed its interest in the gener- 
ator, while PtiwerGeo, the other 
big generator, rose 29p to 599p 
on specultion that it too might 


The quest for power 


Feeding frenzy: 

-hfiy to October 1995: 
One REC after another is 
swallowed up as takeover 
fever consumes the 
r. Manweb, Eastern, 
and 

all fqllto 
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be bid for by an overseas utility. 

Southern said it would not 
make any further move until the 
Government had decided 
whether to approve bids by Na- 
tional Ptiwer mid BoweiGen for 
the two regional electricity 
companies, Southern Electric 
and Midlands Electricity. 

But analysts and industry ob- 
servers believe it is ready to 
package its offer in a way that 
will win the support of the Na- 
tional Power chairman John 
Baker. 

National Power issued a state- 
ment recommending that share- 


holders to take no action and 
pointing to the 29 per cent an- 
nual return it had achieved for 
investors since privatisation in 
1991. Its chief executive, Keith 
Henry, added: “Wfe are confident 
that our plans for the future w31 
continue to deliver excellent 
value for our shareholders.*’ 

The statement fell a long 
way short of a firm rebuttal of 
Southern’s overtures. But Na- 
tional Power advisers stressed 
that it should not be read as 
opening the door to an agreed 
merger. 

Meanwhile, John Battle. 


shadow energy secretary, at- 
tacked the “ad hoc restructur- 
ing" of the industry since 
privatisation and warned that 
continuing rationalisation could 
be against the public interest. 
"We need to ensure a genuinely 
competitive structure in the 
electricity industry, from which 
the consumers should be the 
prime beneficiaries." he said. “1 
need convincing that this bid is 
in the public interest or the 
long-term interest of con- 
sumers.” 

The Consumers Association 
also weighed in agains t any 


merger of the two companies, 
warning that this latest devel- 
opment was “potentially disas- 
trous" for consumers and for 
competition. 

A spokesman added that the 
electricity sector could rapidly faD 
under the control of a few pow- 
erful groups, opening up the pos- 
sibility of anti-competitive 
practices and unfair cross-subsidy. 

Southern’s intentions were 
sprung on National Power’s 
top executives at a hurriedly 
convened meeting on Tuesday 
evening which went on late into 
the night City sources said 


that the discussions between 
Thomas Boren, president of 
Southern Electric Internation- 
al, Southern's overseas arm, 
and the man who led the bid for 
Sweb. were amicable in spile of 
having taken the generator by 
surprise. 

Southern is believed to be 
willing to package any deal in 
a way which would win over Na- 
tional Power's management. 

Some analysts said that Na- 
tional Power could be won for 
650p with others predicting a 
price as high as 800p. 

Comment, page 21 


A dramatic 
shift of control 


MICHAa HARRISON 

A merger between Southern 
Company of Georgia and 
National Power would represent 
the most dramatic change of 
ownership in the electricity in- 
dustry since it was privatised six 
years ago. 

Britain's biggest power gen- 
erator falling under the control 
of America's largest quoted 
electricity utility might still 
seem improbable. But it would 
be a logical continuation of 
the consolidation that has seen 
the electricity industry starting 
to be carved up between a 
small number of large players 
in the last year. 

If the respective takeovers of 
Southern Electric {no relation) 
and Midlands Electricity by 
National Power and PowerGen 
go ahead, then only four of the 
12 regional electricity compa- 
nies that were sold off in 1990 
will still be independent. 

Moreover, the industry wUi be 
dominated by a handful of 
large, well-capitalised groups 
generating, distributing and 
supplying electricity. 

In addition to the enlarged 
National Power and Power- 
Gen. there will be Scottish 
Power, which now owns Man- 
web. the distributor for Mersey- 
side and North Wales, and 
Hanson, which owns Eastern 
Electricity and could emerge 
with 10 per cent of Britain's 
power stations if it succeeds in 
buying plants from the two big 
generators. 

When the nuclear power gen- 
erator British Energy is sold in 
July, the expectation is that it 


too will bid for a REC, if there 
are any left to snap up. 

This is a structure that the 
Government could have 
adopted when it dismantled 
and sold off the Central Elec- 
tricity Generating Board in 
1990. Instead it chose to break 
the link between generation 
and supply by floating the 12 
RECs as separate companies. 

At the time there was wide- 
spread criticism of the structure 
adopted by ministers and the 
price the industry fetched. That 
has merely grown as executive 
directors have been rewarded 
with massive share option 
bon anz as and customers bave 
become poor cousins to share- 
holders heaped with special 
dividends ana other incentives. 

There is every indication that 
ministers are content to see the 
emergence of a few giant inte- 
grated utilities, believmg it to be 
a better guarantor of consumer 
choice and lower prices as the 
domestic electricity industry 
prepares for full competition in 
two years time. 

From April. 1998 the coun- 
try’s 22 million domestic elec- 
tricity customers will, in theory, 
be able to switch off from their 
local REC and shop around for 
supplies. The increasing level of 
competition in generation and 
the opening up of the franchise 
market is what has propelled the 
generators to snap up suppliers. 

The prospect of a full-blown 
merger between Southern 
Company and National Power 
would add an extra dimension. 
It would also open up the 
prospect of PowerGen being ac- 
quired by an overseas utility. 


Board stand to net 
£5m from options 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 

The board of National Power 
could scoop a total profit of 
nearly £5m from share op- 
tions if a bid from the South- 
ern Company materialised at 
last night’s closing price of 
578p a share. 

The windfall would come on 
top of pay-offs for executive di- 
rectors of up to £3.12m if the 
US group decided to clear 
out toe entire board, and prof- 
its on exiting shareholdings 
valued at £1.24m. 

The biggest winner from 
the payments, based on figures 
dating from March 1995, is 
likely to be Granville Carnsey, 
the managing director of 
group technology, who stands 
to gain a £1.14m profit from 
options and a pay-off of up to 
£384,000. 

John Baker, who moved up 
from chief executive to chair- 
man a year ago, would make 
£883,000 from options. 

He switched to a fixed-term 
contract worth £180,000 a year, 
which expires in December 
1997, which means that he 
could receive a payment of 
somewhat over £300,000 to 


buy out the balance of the 
term. 

Colin Webster, managing 
director of the UK business, 
would be another big winner. 
His option profits were valued 
at £777,000 by last night's 
share price and his £207,000 
salary m 1994 could potentially 
net him a pay-off of more 
than £400,000. Meanwhile, his 
share holding last year would be 
worth nearly £622.000. 

By contrast, Keith Henry, 
National Power’s new chief 
executive who joined from the 
US group Brown & Root last 
year, would only be in line for 
a pay-off worth twice his 
£280,000 annual salary or 
£560,000. 

He was not offered any 
share options when he joined, 
but he used a controversial 
£100,000 “golden hello” given 
by the company to buy £60,000 
of National Power shares. 
Those are likely to bave ap- 
preciated substantially since his 
April 1995 appointment date. 
He would also be due an ele- 
ment of performance; related 
bonus which entitles him to up 
to 40 per cent of his basic 
salary. 



Southern comfort: John Balter stands to net £830,000 



Deal would face many hurdles 



Power broken Ian Lang might be obliged to pack the bid 
off to the MMC on vague public interest grounds 


Last July a senior executive of 
Southern Company confided 
that it had considered launch- 
ing a bid for National Power 
only to conclude that it would 
be biting off more than it could 
chew, writes Micbael Harrison. 

He was speaking the day 
after the Atlanta-based com- 
pany had decided to limit its am- 
bitions to a £l.lbn takeover of 
South Western Electricity. 

Ten months on, size is ap- 
parently no longer a stumbling 
block. Bat if the £7.5bn merger 
of Southern and National Pow- 
er is to proceed then it will have 
to overcome a mountain of 
regulatory and political hurdles 
in both Britain and the US. 

The regulatory obstacles on 
both sides of the Atlantic are 
onerous- Even if Southern 
does sett off a large minority 
slake in Sweb, the deal will raise 
objections from the electricity 
regulator Professor Stephen 
LittJechild, and possibly the 
Office of ftir Trading, because 
of the vertical integration that 
would result. 

This might not necessarily 
mean an automatic referral to 
the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission, which has already 
given the go-ahead for two elec- 
tricity bids that would involve 
much greater vertical integration. 


However, the inevitable po- 
litical uproar that would ensue, 
along with opposition from the 
consumer lobby, might oblige 
the Trade and Industry Secre- 
tary, Ian Lang, to pack the bid 
off to the MMC on vaguer 
public interest grounds. 

The Government also has an 
indefinite golden share in 
National Power which enables it 
to block any takeover of the com- 
pany. The veto, which restricts 
a single investor to no more than 
15 per cent of the generator, 
would have to be lifted. 

On the only previous occasion 
when a golden share was put to 
the test - in Ford’s takeover of 
Jaguar- the Government chose 
not to use its right of veto. 

Given National Power’s po- 
sition as Britain’s biggest elec- 
tricity generator and holder of 
strategic fuel stocks, the issue 
of national interest could arise. 

But it seems unlikely that the 
Government would use this 
weapon. The only time in the last 
20 years that the national inter- 
est has been invoked by minis- 
ters was when the Kuwaitis were 
instructed to reduce their share- 
holding in British Petroleum af- 
ter its privatisation in the 1980s. 

So the regulatory morass in 
the UK, though daunting, is not 
insuperable. 


In the US the deal would 
need to be approved by the Fed- 
eral Hade Commission and the 
Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission. 

US utilities are also prevent- 
ed by regulation from investing 
more than a certain proportion 
of their capital overseas. 

This is a condition that 


Southern would have to satisfy 
and is one reason why it is con- 
sidering reducing us share- 
holding in Sweb to give it the 
headroom for other acquisi- 
tions. 

Southern, along with other 
US utilities, is no stranger to 
regulatory disputes and litiga- 
tion in the US. 


City braced for £3bn overshoot on government borrowing 


$D1ANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 


Figures for government bor- 
rowing last month which win be 
published today are set to end 
the Government’s run of good 
tuck on news about the econo- 
my. Most Gty economists ex- 
pect them to show it overran its 
£29bn borrowing target for 
1 995/96 by about £3bn, casting 
doubt on the scope for tax cuts. 

Retail price figures also due 
today are likely to show anoth- 
er faD in the inflation rate. 
However, City analysts con- 
cluded yesterday from last 
month’s surprisingly big fall in 


un emp loyment that a further re- 
duction in the cost of borrow- 
ing is now unlikely. 

The FT-SE 100 index ended 
nearly 20 points lower at 
3,805.6, with gDts also weaker. 

Apart from the additional ev- 
idence from the fall in the un- 
employment count that the 
economy is building up st e am , 
growth in underlying average 
earnings picked up to 3.5 per 
cent in February after staying 
flat at 3.25 per cent for the pre- 
vious seven months. 

In another sign of buoyancy, 
there was a rise of 3,000 in em- 
ployment in manufacturing in 
February, after a big drop of 


27,000 the previous month. Va- 
cancies advertised at JobCentres 
- about a third of the total - also 
increased by 6,800 in March, 
taking them to the highest lev- 


toril 
;I Sat 


Michael Saunders at invest- 
ment bank Salomon Brothers 
said base rates seemed likely to 
stay around 6 per cent for some 
time. James Barty, an economist 
at Deutsche Morgan Grenfell, 
went further “With growing ev- 
idence of stronger consumer de- 
mand and a recovering bousing 
market, the question is when 
and by how much rates will have 
to rise,” he said. 

Some also read the prospect 


of base rate increases into com- 
ments by Eddie George at last 
month’s monetary meeting with 
Kenneth Clarke, at which they 
agreed to cut a quarter point off 
interest rates. The Governor 
said while there was little short- 
term inflationary pressure there 
was a possibility rates would 
have to rise “when there was 
dearer evidence that the growth 
of demand and output had be- 
gun to accelerate". 

“The Governor appears to be 
staking out a position to o{ 
any further easing by the 1 
cellor," Mr Barty said. 

Yesterday's mass of statistics 
revealed toe labour market to 


be more buoyant than expect- 
ed after February's small rise in 
joblessness. Although toe big 
drop in toe cl aim ant count was 
exaggerated by toe unwinding 
of strike action in JobCentres. 
official statisticians said toe un- 
derlying trend was a decline of 
aroundl0,000 a month. 

The number of people on un- 
employment benefit has fallen 
by 794,500 from toe peak of just 
under 3 million in December 
1992. Analysts think toe trans- 
fer of people from invalidity to 
unemployment benefit could 
slow toe pace of decline in toe 
claimant count. 

Separate figures from the 


Labour Force Survey for De- 
cember to Februaiy, which col- 
lects unemployment statistics on 


Monthly change 
in unemployment 
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a more widely accepted defin- 
ition, showed a fall of 94.000 in 
unemployment during those 
three months. This brought the 
LFS measure, which the Office 
for National Statistics has rec- 
ommended should be collected 
monthly, closer to toe headline 
measure although still higher. 

Employment rose by 1 18,000, 
mainly due to growth in part- 
time jobs for women. Women 
won 83,000 of the quarter's 


new jobs, and 88,000 of toe toial 
were part-time. 

Most City economists were 
not too concerned about the rise 
in underlying earnings growth. 
It was due to higher ea rning s in 
toe service sector. 

“The rise was inevitable at 
some point this year and is no 
threat to toe Government's in- 
flation target," said Adam Cole 
at James Capel. 

Comment, page 21 


Car insurance 
over £300? 


Call Admiral free on 

0800 600 800 

for a great price and even better service 
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IMF report warns UK 
against further rate cuts 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

The International Monetary 
Fund is urging Germany to cut 
interest rales again to revive its 
flagging economy. However, 
the Fund said yesterday that the 
recent and unexpectedly se- 
vere economic slowdown in 
Europe was probably over, and 
Britain for one should not re- 
duce its rates further unless its 
current gradual recovery began 
to weaken sharply. 

The IMF, whose managing di- 
rector is Michael Camdessus, 
singles out industrialised Eu- 
rope in general in the report - 
and the hard currency countries 
in the de facto mark zone in par- 
ticular — as the main blots on an 
encouraging global economic 


landscape, of steady growth 
and mostly dormant inflation. 

“The slowdown in Europe is 
largely behind us, and a pick up 
should be visible from the first 
quarter of 1996," Michael Mus- 
sa, director of the Fund’s 
research department, said yes- 
terday when presenting the lat- 
est issue of the Fund’s twice 
yearly World. Economic Out- 
look. It depicts a strengthening 
Japanese economy, modest but 
steady growth in the US, and a 
continuing surge in Asia - albeit 
at “only” 8.2 per cent this year, 
fractionally below 1995*5 8.4 per 
cent. 

The real laggard is the Eu- 
ropean Union, with projected 
expansion this year of just 1.8 
per cent, a full percentage point 
below the Fund's prediction of 


just six months ago. The- Ger- 
man economy is expected to 
grow just 1 per cent in 1996 and 
France 13 per cent. Growth in 
Britain is put at just over 2 per 
cent, lower than the 3 per cent 
talked of by Kenneth Clarke, 
the Chancellor. 

Even so, the differences in 
performance between coun- 
tries with currencies gravitating 
around the mark, and “deval- 
uers” like Britain and Italy 
have been enough to revive the 
debate over exchange rate pol- 
icy and growth. Britain’s forced 
exit from the ERM in 1992 had 
brought an “an appropriate ad- 
justment” in the value of ster- 
ling. “Should UK policy have 
been targeted to maintain a par- 
ity of DM 2.93 to the pound ?” 
Mr Mnssa asked rhetorically. 


“That would have been ex- 
ceedingly inappropriate" 

Conversely, Gennany comes 
in for criticism for its refusal to 
lower rates further and faster as 
the slowdown grew more seri- 
ous last year. To facilitate a 
robust recovery in Europe now, 
the bard currency group must 
seize today's chance of reduc- 
ing rates. With untypical blunt- 
ness, the report writes: “Room 
for further reductions in short 
term rates in these countries is 
suggested by their large margins 
of slack, subdued price pres- 
sures, the strength of then ex- 
change rates and the slow 
growth of monetary aggregates." 

But even the improvement 
the IMF expects for 1997, with 
European growth rising to 2.7 
per cent, is unlikely to make 



Petplan aims new creui 
card at 14 million owners 






nic ci cum 


Petplan, the specialist pet in- 
surance provider, yesterday an- 


A global outlook: Michael 
Camdessus, IMF chief 

much of a dent in unemploy- 
ment. A further concern is un- 
certainties over the ELTs plan 
for monetary union, which may 
have contributed to Germany’s 
weak performance. 

Indeed the Fund warns that 
the 1997 budget deficit targets 
may not of themselves be 
enough. It urges criteria Linked 
Lo a longer period, and “bind- 
ing commitments” beyond 1997. 


nounced plans to target the 
UK’s 14 nnlhOQ owners of cats, 
dogs and other assorted animal 
species with its own credit card 
offering a competitive rate of 
18.9 per cent 

The company hopes to attract 
a significant slice of customers 
for its card from the one in two 
households in Britain that own 
a pet Anyone switching bal- 
ances from an existing card will 
receive a preferential rate of 13.9 
per cent APR for the first six 
months. No annual fee is being 
charged for the Petplan card. 

As an additional incentive, 
potential cardholders are being 
offered a choice of cards with 
pictures of a cat, dog or horse 
on them. 


Paul Cosgrove, conunera^ 
director at Petplan. said, “we 
SET about 400,000 pen- 
holders taking out insurt^e 

with us. What we find is that 

they are very concerned about 
anim als and care for them. 
This is an important market. 

Petplan 's announcement 
marks the latest twist in an ra- 
creasmghr diversified card war, 
with a number of new entrants 
moving in to challenge tradi- 
tional issuers by offering more 
competitive rates. 

Big banks, including Bar- 
clays; National Westminster, 
LJovds and Midland, have long 
cornered the bulk of the mar- 
ket despite charging between/- 
and 23.4 per cent APR- Most 
also charge an annual fee of iiu 

upwards. , 

In the past few months sev- 
eral aggressive newcomers have 


more competitive ratesL. 

Royal Bank of Sratiandre- 
cenlh teamed up with f*®. 
suer 'to launch the Advama 
card, offering a rate of ISMpcr 
cent APR- United to base rates. 

Bradford & Bmgleys card 
charges IS.9 per (Wit APR, 
the same rate as Newcastle 
Building Society, while neither 
levies annual fees. 

Thev join Robert Fleming, 
which has long offered two of 
the most competitive cards, 
charging 14 per cent and lu 
per cent APR respectively. 

MBNA, with which Petplan 
is linked, offers cards to about 
250 separate affinity groups. 

These include the National 
Fanners’ Union and the Royal 
Naval Mission to Deep Sea 
Fishermen. 




Alan Sugar’s pride and 
joy sails into the City 


City Diary 

John Willcock 


The luxury yacht Louisiana 
on which owner Alan Sugar 
signed Jurgen Klinsmann for 
Tottenham Hotspur two 
years ago is currently catch- 
ing the eye of City lunchers. 
The 160ft ocean-going yacht 
is moored right alongside a 
string of Terence Conran 
restaurants at London's But- 
ler s Wharf, next to Tower 
Bridge, and wilhio easy stag- 
gering distance of most City 
parlours. 

Rumours were circulating 
among diners yesterday that 
the Amstrad boss had put 
the beautiful boat up for sale 
with an £8m-£10ra price lag. 
This was firmlv denied bv Mr 


Sugar's spokesman yester- 
day. “He’s very fond of her - 
she's his only relaxation, the 
only toy he's got. She's just 
stopping over from Germany 
on the way back to the Med. 
You can charter her though, 
for S 107,000 a week.” 

The boat is nicknamed 
“Venables' Gift” because, so 
the story goes, Mr Sugar was 
able to buy it in 1993 with 
the money be put aside to 
buy out Terry Venables, an 
offer Venables rejected, thus 
saving Mr Sugar millions. 

Up to 12 guests can enjoy 
the Louisiana's own disco 
floor, hot-air balloon, heli- 
pad, facilities for day pigeon 


Good news for the Liberal Democrats. Last week they were 
hopping mad that the Raiitrack flotation prospectus, to be 
published this Monday; was to contain a warning from the 
Labour Party on its plans to retake control of the network if 
it got into power. Understandably, the Lib Dems wanted their 
own proposals for reasserting control over the country's rail 
network and duly demanded that SBC Warburg include their 
own blurb in the prospectus. Happily the bankers complied. 
But hang on. The Lib Dems* plans get under one page, while 
Labour gets three. Must be proportional representation. 


shooting, a cinema, and a 
platform allowing bathers 
easy access to the sea. This 
week Mr Sugar is using it 
hims elf for something more 
prosaic - business meetings. 

The American company Util- 
iCorp is in the process of buy- 
ing out the other partners in 
its British subsidiary, one of 
which is Norland Gas Mar- 
keting. This UK company 
was founded by, among 
others, former British Coal 
boss Sir Ian MacGregor, 
Roger Ihroer and Peter 
Bryant. 

Mr Bryant is leaving Nor- 
land in order to concentrate 
on a new business venture - 
setting up a small “solid 
wood furnishings ” business 
in Huddersfield boused in 
an 11 thousand square foot 
milL 

It was a day of crushed 
hopes for Sydney Casino 
down under recently, when 
media tycoon Kerry Packer, 



Compass pips rival 
to control of Eurest 


Pensi 


te' r. 



Not for sale - but you could charter it for $107,000 a week Photograph: Geraint Lewis 


one of the world's biggest 
gamblers, walked in. Accord- 
ing to the Australasian paper 
for expats. Southern Cross, 
he left just an hour later - 
without placing a single bet 
In feet he didn't spend any 
money at all. Since the 
mogul is known for having 
dropped over £Im in one go 
at the tables, Casino staff 
hurried to shut down two 
$200 minimum-bet tables 
and replaced them with Sim 
in chips for Mr .Packer's use. 

To no avail. According to 


Southern Cross, a casino 
spokesman admitted “If was 
something of an anti- 
climax.” 

Fancy looking after other 
people's pets - and getting 
paid for it? A company 
founded in Bristol four years 
ago called Pets Nanny wants 
to expand, and is seeking to 
recruit suitable people to run 
a pet care service. 

This means providing “a 
dedicated home care and 
live-in service for all pet 


owners.” Sarah Cromer, 
director, adds that the com- 
pany has a set of stringent 
criteria for taking people on, 
since the company survives 
on its reputation.' 

Initially, Rsts Nanny is 
proposing a licensed agree- 
ment leading to a frill fran- 
chise package. I wonder if 
they operate a variable rate 
depending on the difficulty 
of looking after the pet 
After all, feeding a goldfish 
would be easier than, say, 
waikms the Llama. 


MAGNUS GRiMOND 

Compass of the UK was yes- 
terday confirmed as the world's 
biggest contract-catering group 
after reaching agreement to 
acquire a controlling stake in 
Eurest France, the third-Iaigest 
caterer in that country. The ac- 
quisition. pipping arch-rivals 
Sodexho of France, means 
Compass will have complete 
coverage of Europe’s largest 
catering markets. 

No price was put on the deal, 
but Sodexho said last week that 
it was willing to pay Fr694ra 
(£90m)for the one third man- 
agement stake which Compass 
is set to acquire. 

It follows a vote late on Tues- 
day by the managers of Eurest 
France to sell Compass their 33 
per cent shareholding, carrying 
voting rights over 57.9 per cent 
of the equity. The decision in ef- 


fect gives the British group 
control over the group. Com- 
pass already owns a one third 
stake as a result of its £589m ac- 
quisition last year of a control- 
ling interest in Eurest 
International from Accor, the 
French hotels group. 

Sodexho, which owns the re- 
maining 33 per cent of Eurest 
France, was disgruntled by the 
Compass victory in the race to 
acquire Eurest International. It 
said then that it was “surprised'* 
not to be informed in advance 
of the sale and has subsequently 
taken legal action against Ac- 
cor. It was involved in separate 
negotiations to acquire the 
French business. 

Shares in Compass dipped 2p 
to 545p yesterday, but many an- 
alysts welcomed the deal. 
France has been seen as the 
biggest gap in the European op- 
erations of Compass. 
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Cottage holidays 


Smiths reads the runes right 


with ^INDEPENDENT 


j SPRING BREAKS FOR £5 PEP PERSON PER KiGh T | 


E scape to the countryside for a 
Spring break with The Indepen- 
dent and the Independent on Sun- 
day Cottage Holiday offer. We've 
teamed up with Blakes Country Cottages 
to offer readers the opportunity to sam- 
ple Blakes great family holidays in a se- 
lection of hand-picked properties for just 
£5 per person per night. 

Blakes Country Cottages are one of the 
largest and most experienced cottage hol- 
iday companies in Britain, with a range 
of almost 2000 properties to choose from 
in the most popular parts of Britain. 
This exclusive offer applies to 200 prop- 
erties in IS selected holiday sites, with 
accommodation ranging from a con- 
verted stable block, to the wing of a coun- 
try house, to cosy woodland lodges. 
There is always plenty to enjoy, from 
peaceful walks in the country to riding 
and games rooms for the children. Sim- 
ply ask for details when you call Blakes 
to book. 

The offer allows you to stay for £5 per 
person per night and you must stay for 
a minimum of seven nights. Holidavs 
can be taken between 20 April - 24 May 
1996. Accommodation is suitable for 
parlies of two to twelve. Accommoda- 
tion must be booked at maximum oc- 
cupancy. for example a party of four 
cannot occupy accommodation wbicb 
sleeps seven. 

HOW TO QUALIFY 

Simply collect four differently numbered 
tokens from the seven we will be print- 
ing until Saturday 20 April. Today we are 

printing Token 5. 

HOWTO BOOK 

• Call Blakes Country Cottages on 
01282 445221 for a brochure and reser- 
vations, quoting the "Independent £5 per 
night offer”. 

* Give your advisor the following details: 
(a) Your preferred holiday area: North 
England, West Country, Scotland or 
Wales. 

(b) The number of adults and children 
on holiday. 

(c) The holiday start and end dates. 

• You will then be offered a choice of 
suitable properties and will be given de- 
tails of the location, facilities and ac- 




commodation. 

• If you wish to confirm your booking 
you win be asked for full payment by 
credit card or cheque. 

• You win be asked to send your tokens 
with your cheque (made payable to 
Blakes Country Cottages) to: Blakes 
Country Cottages. Spring M3L Earby, 
Nr Colne, Lancashire, BBS 6RN. If you 
are paying by credit card, your advisor 
will tell you where to send your tokens 
to. 

• Please note, you may book immedi- 
ately before you have collected your four 
tokens, but you will require the tokens 
for final confirmation of your booking. 

TERMS & CONDITIONS 

1 The Cottage Holiday offer issubject 
to availability. 

2 Over 200 units of accommodation are 
available per holiday week. 

3 Units must be booked at maximum oc- 
cupancy, e.g. a party of fbm cannot oc- 
cupy a unit which sleeps seven. 

4 Holiday must start and finish between 
20 April and 24 May 1996. 


5 Blakes Country Cottages, the name of 
which is used under licence from Blakes 
Holidays LttL, is a trading division of Hol- 
iday Cottages Group Ltd. 

6 Normal terms and conditions of book- 
ing apply. These are published in Blakes 
Country Cottages brochures and are 
available upon request. 

7 Prices exclude optional insurance and 
pet charges (where applicable): ' 




Sir Roger Hum, chairman and 
chief executive of Smiths In- 
dustries. the medical equip- 
ment and engineering group, 
is living testimony to the ben- 
efits of thinking strategically. 
After 38 years with Smiths, he 
reads the runes right in aero- 
space, anticipating the 1990s 
downturn in the civil market 
long before others in the in- 
dustry. The result is that al- 
though Smiths has spent nearly 
£40Qm on acquisitions over the 
past five years, none has been 
in its aerospace division. 

The results of that spending 
spree came through in yester- 
day’s figures showing pre-tax 


m 


Am in the six months to 3 
February. Close to half the 
£1 1 Am rise in operating profits 
to £70.4m came from acquisi- 
tions, including a maiden con- 
tribution of over£2m from the 
FRB connectors business 
bought in June and over £lm 
from Level 1 Technologies, 
the US medical systems oper- 
ation acquired in September. 

Margins at FRB have al- 
ready been raised into double 
figures from the 9 per cent 
when the business was ac- 
quired and that is only likely 
to he the start of the Smiths 
magic. Deltec, the US infusion 
pumps business picked up in 
1994, has already seen its mar- 
gins rise by 50 per cent to over 
20 per cent in less than two 
years of ownership. 

Acquisitions have not dis- 
tracted Smiths from its exist- 
ing businesses. The rest of 
the rise in operating profits in 
the latest six months came 
from organic growth of around 
10 per cent. But medical sys- 
tems and industrial divisions 
have made all the running in 
recent years, aerospace is set 
to take up the baton in the rest 
of the decade and beyond. 

The recent multi-billion 
dollar orders for the new Boe- 
ing 777 aircraft from the likes 
of Singapore, Malaysia and 
Korea wul keep Smiths busy 
for years. Its avionics are worth 
$400,000 a plane, with spares 
on top. Meanwhile, existing 
work on the 737 is set to soar 
over the next four years as or- 
ders double from this year’s 76 
and Smiths expects lo ride out 
the worst of the recent strike 
at the US plane maker. 

At the same time, the mili- 
tary side, 60 per cent of the 
aerospace division, is ready to 
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boom from new work. It re- 
ceived a further boost yester- 
day from the announcement of 
a 20-year order worth SlOOm 
for avionics for Raytheon’s 
new US Air Force training 
aircraft. Further out, the ex- 
pected go-ahead for the Euro- 
fighter next year would secure 
work beyond the year 2000. 

Sir Roger, who confirmed he 
would be looking to split his 
dual role before retiring in 
1998, will be long gone by 


£1 60m would put the shares, up 
lip at 709p, on a forward 
multiple of 20. Hold. 


Havelock fits 

banks’ bill 


Havelock Europa is one of the 
survivors of the explosion in 
shoplifting which followed the 
boom on the high street in the 
1980s. Most of its larger rivals 
have either been gobbled up or 
fallen by the wayside and 
Havelock itself went through 
a bad patch in the early 1990s. 
But the group is now dearly on 
a roll, reflected in pre-tax prof- 
its up 32 per cent to £5 28m for 
the year to December. 

What helped transform the 
prospects for Havelock was its 
recognition in 1992 that 


changes in the financial ser- 
vices industry would require 
banks to change their retail lay- 
outs almost as often as super- 
markets. Its development of a 
novel way of fitting out banks 
more quickly and efficiently 
made a breakthrough when the 
Bank of Scotland gave it a big 
contract to revivify its branch 
network. Last year it did 56 
outlets and nearly quadrupled 
turnover from the banking 
and financial division to 


do over 40, taking completed 
refits to around a quarter of the 
total. 

What would provide Have- 
lock with a further quantum 
leap would be to win over an 
English clearer, with a typical 
network of around 2,000 
branches. Hew Balfour, chief 
executive, is optimistic, but 
there clearly remain a number 
of vested interests to overcome 
first. 

Meanwhile, turnover in the 
traditional non-food retail 
business slipped from £31m to 
£28.4m as work for Boots and 
Marks & Spencer reduced 
from cyclical peaks. That 
should be more than made up 
for this year by a record con- 
tract worth a little under £10m 
for a new House of Fraser 
store in Swindon and a first- 
time contribution from Show- 
card, a display and signage 


Smiths Industries : at a glance 


Market value: £2. l4bn, share prico 709p 

Trading record 1993 1994 1995 "1995 i9ss‘ 


Pre4axp«ffis{Qn) 
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Market analysis (£m) 
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company acquired in January 
for an initial £10.2m. 

There should be lots more 
to go for as Havelock expands 
further into food retailing and 
beefs up its manufacturing 
operation. But profits of 
£7 Am this year would suggest 
the shares, 5p higher at 329p, 
are up with events on a for- 
ward p/e ratio of 17. - 

Kwik-Fit on : 
target 

It is only a month since Tom 


Fit announced plans to open 
100 new centres this year 
alongside a 24 per cent inoease 
in profits. Heis halfway to that 
taigeL already after yesterday's 
deals to buy 45 centres in the 
South and South-west of Eng- 
land for a total of £7m. 

The acquisitions represent 
part of Kwik-Fit s strategy to 
buy up strong regional brand 
names which will keep trading 
under their existing formats, 
despite competing with local 
Kwik-Fit outlets. The group 
has had the Budget brand in 
Scotland far years and last 
November it bought a chain in 
Birmingham. Yesterday's ac- 
quisitions are strong in Bristol 
and Gloucester and further 
regional deals are expected. 

The City seems confident the 
competing formats do not can- 
nibalise each other, but instead 
capitalise on the benefits of 
higher market share and 
stronger buying power as well 
as lower unit advertising costs. 

Kwik-Fit now has 836 car 
tyre and exhaust replacement 
sites, of which 687 are in the 
UK. Though some fear market 
saturation, Mr Fanner still 
sees room for expansion. The 
45 new ontlets had combined 
profits of £1.2m on sales erf 
£20m last year and Mr Farmer 
'dearly thinks he can do better. 

Kwik-Fit’s shares have en- 
joyed a strong ran this year, up 
from just over 160p to 217p yes- 
terday. It is a belated recogni- 
tion of the company’s strengths 
after a period of underperform 
mance and the market isdea^ 
fy warming to Kwik-Fit, which : 
reported 1995 profits of £36m j 
last month. UBS’s forecast erf j 
£40m for this year puts the 
shares on a forward ra ting of 
14. Worth holdi n g. •[. 
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No reason for the Government to block this deal 


The takeover could 
be made conditional 
on National Power 
selling a lot more of 
Its generating capacity 
than presently 
envisaged. It would 
thus enhance 
competition rather 
than dilute it’ 


A n English National Opera board meet- 
ing followed by a congenial dinner with 
fellow directors is not the most suitable of 
backdrops for considering the future of 
Britain's electricity industry. Thai was where 
John Baker, chairman of National Power, 
was rushing off to on Tuesday night when he 
first heard of the American bid interest in 
his ; company. Even a few years ago, he prob- 
ably wouldn't have allowed it to spoil his 
evening too much - the bid threat might not 
have been taken seriously ul all. Southern 
Company or the US would politely have 
been told to get lost and Mr Baker could 
have been confident he would have ftiU polit- 
ical backing for his stance. 

These days it is not so simple. News of 
Southern’s in lent ions brought the usual 
knee-jerk condemnation from Labour and 
a few “bad business, this" mutierings from 
the Tory backbenches. Bui it is a measure 
of bow far attitudes have changed that the 
prospect of a foreign takeover of Britain's 
largest power generating company could 
have resulted in such a subdued political 
reaction. Docs it really matter any longer in 
this age of global markets and corporations 
whether our industries are British owned? 

Ten years ago it would certainly have been 
thought so. These days? Well, maybe not. 


provided our companies remain properly 
run and regulated in a publicly accountable 
way. Some businesses, notably the car indus- 
try. have enjoyed a positive renaissance 
under foreign ownership, and plenty of 
others thrive. In any case, while National 
Power is plainly still the most powerful force 
in the British electricity market, it does not 
hold the same pivotal position it once did. 
Us share of the market, already down from 
more than a half six years ago to a quarter 
now, is being forcibly further reduced to just 
20 per cent over the next couple of years. 

None the less, there are clearly public pol- 
icy issues involved in such a takeover. 
Southern already owns the regional distri- 
bution company. South Western Electricity, 
so its takeover involves a degree of vertical 
integration of previously segraled distribu- 
tion and generating businesses. That issue 
is about to be resolved by the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission in favour of gen- 
erators who want to buy distribution com- 
panies. Even if ministers wanted lo block the 
Americans on grounds of vertical integra- 
tion, therefore, they would be hard pressed 
to do so. 

The Government has an important extra 
lever in all this, however - its golden share 
in National Power. The golden share was put 


there for precisely this sort of eventuality and 
is plainly worth something. At the very least 
the Government could use its power of veto 
over any National Power takeover to extract 
big concessions from the Americans. Indeed 
this seems to be tbe most likely and sensi- 
ble way forward for the Government The 
takeover would be made conditional on 
National Power selling a lot more of its gen- 
erating capacity than presently envisaged. 
The takeover would thus enhance competi- 
tion rather than dilute iL 

At this stage, Mr Baker is keeping his door 
gently ajar to the American approach. 
Southern seems to be genuine in its promise 
of a proper merger with a serious position 
for the British company in the combined 
group, though this is tempered with the 
threat that if it has to, it will go hostile. It 
is easy to be sceptical about Southern's 
smooth-talking banter, to dis miss its talk of 
all the supposed benefits of a global part- 
nership as little more than a cover for good 
old-fashioned American imperialism. But it 
would be wrong to do so. 

Southern is prepared to be as accommo- 
dating as it has to in its determination to 
bring about this marriage. If the sort of struc- 
ture that allowed the merger of Britain’s 
Beecham with SmithKIine of the US, or 


Reed with Elsevier of Holland, has to be put 
in place, so be iL There is no reason for the 
Government to block this deal; nor, if the 
price is right, are there apparent reasons why 
National Power should oppose it 


Part-time boom will 
not win the election 


I t seems almost churlish to find fault in the 
remarkable reduction in unemployment 
revealed by yesterday's figures. Ministers, 
rightly in some respects, see their achieve- 
ment in bringing Britain^ unemployment 
rate below the European average as key evi- 
dence of the success of the Government’s 
approach to managing the economy. 
Britain's deregulated, flexible labour mar- 
ket has not beat created without a good deal 
of pain, but there is surely some reason for 
believing the economy is about to emerge 
strengthened by the Conservative surgery. 

Unemployment - even on the interna- 
tionally accepted definition, not just the 
manipulated headline count - has now been 
in retreat for four years. That must be some 
kind of vindication of policy. But the Gov- 
ernment should beware of too much tri- 
umphalism. Tbe new figures are not unam- 


biguously good news. The reason lies in the 
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for women, 13,000 as part-time jobs for men, 
and 24,000 full time <18.000 men and 6,000 
women). Part-time wo* is real work and 
suits many women, but it is hardly a sign of 
a booming economy if it accounts for three- 
quarters of all new employment. City econ- 
omists see die predominance of part-time 
work as a good reason for expecting wage 
rises, and inflation, to remain subdued. In 


is at a record low. 

So if there is to be the recovery m con- 
sumer spending predicted by the Chancel- 
lor, it is unlikely to be fed by big rises m pay . 
A modest improvement in the economy 


based on a lot of part-time and temporary 
nim to 


jobs are hardly enough to return 
Number 11. 

Unfortunately for the Conservatives, just 
as people only realise that they were happy 
when they have became unhappy, they will 
only feel good about the economy long after 
we have all stopped having to hunt for tbe 
feelgood factor. Politically, there is not 
much in these figures for the Government 

to rejoice about. 


‘triv*;* 


• Pension redress too slow, says PIA 


nic cicum 


The Personal Investment Au- 
thority, the financial services 
regulator, yesterday warned 
thousands of its members that 


they face disciplinary action if 
liver quit 


— fc 


they fail to deliver quick com- 
" pensation to victims of the pen- 
sion transfer scandaL 

The warning came as tbe 
PIA admitted that out of almost 

400.000 so-called priority rases 
which should have been dealt 
with by the end of last year, just 

7.000 investors have been 
offered redress. 

About 6.000 of those offers 
• came from independent finan- 
cial advisers. Big insurers, banks 
and building societies who have 
27Q.00Q priority cases between 
them, had only offered redress 
in 1,000 instances. 

Joe Palmer, chairman of the 
PIA, said yesterday: “[We] will 
not allow the situation to drift. 
Firms which are found not to be 
devoting sufficient time and 
. resources to the review win be 
disciplined. The penalties will 
“match their failure. 

- “We know that there have 
been delays to the review 
process which are outside our 


control. But it is dear that 
progress is not as good in some 
cases as it should be” 

A PIA spokesman added 
that likely disciplinary action in- 
cluded fines, or even suspension 
from trading where necessary. 

Mr Palmer's comments follow 
the first reports to the PIA by 
members of the progress 
reached in the pension transfer 
review at the end of December 
last year. 

The review, initially ordered 
by the Securities and Investments 
Board, the CSty’s leading watch- 
dog. followed an investigation 
which showed that up to 1.5 mil- 
lion people might have been mis- 
sold a personal pension. 

The reports show that of 
nearly 1.1 million cases so far 
indentified as requiring inves- 
tigation, more than 390,000 are 
classed as priorities, higher 
than original estimates. 

As well as insurers, big banks 
and building societies con- 
tribnted more than 60,000 of 
those cases, compared with 
16,000 from large independent 
financial advice firms with a 
national network of offices, 
and 43,000 from small IFAs. 

The PIA set 31 December 


last year as the target date by 
which the vast majority of pri- 
ority cases, then thought to 
number about 350,000, bad to 
be reviewed. 

Among cases deemed urgent 
are those where a pension plan 
holder is dead or dose to re- 
tirement, or where a person was 
wrongly advised to opt out of an 
occupational scheme while still 
in that company’s employment. 

Despite the regulator's 
hopes, the review became 
rapidly bogged down in a series 
of lengthy delays, caused by 
legal action, computer problems 
and threats by specialist insur- 
ers to invalidate the cover of ad- 
visers who sent out letters 
referring to compensation. 

Tbe PIA hopes that now the 
process has begun in earnest, re- 
turns for the first three months 
of this year, set to be published 
in the summer, will show a sig- 
nificant improvement in cases 
dealt with. 

Roddy Kohn, an independent 
adviser at Bristol-based Kohn 
Cougar, said his firm had only 
one pension problem to dear 
up: “Generally, consumers can 
take some comfort from the fact 
that advisers appear to be the 



at risk at Powerstore 


Powerstore, the electrical re- 
tailer with more than 80 stores 
in tbe UK, has applied to go into 
administration, threatening 
more than 1,000 jobs, writes 
Nigel Cope. 

Tbe company has applied 
for a court bearing on 29 April 
and is seeking voluntary 
arrangements with its creditors. 


However, the stores will con- 
tinue trading as nonnaL 
Powerstore is the latest in a 
string of casualties in Britain’s 
cut-throat electrical retail mar- 
ket It operates 52 high street 
shops and 33 out-of-town super- 
stores. It was born out of the in- 
dustry shake-out which has seen 
most of tbe electricity compa- 


nies dispose of their retail di- 
visions. Give Vtotman, a fonner 
director of Dixons created the 
gronpin 1993 when he acquired 
some stores from London Elec- 
tridty. A year ago it bought 
around 70 Homepower shops 
from East Midlands and York- 
shire Electridty. Last year it 
achieved sates of £120m. 


Warning: Joe Palmer says heavy penalties will be bn posed 


most concerned to ensure that 
their clients obtain satisfactory 
redress. More importantly, it is 


vital that afl of us work hard to 
sort out this problem speedily 
and once and for all." 


Rise in Pru income signals upturn for insurers 


•it nes a 




Prudential, the UK’s largest 
insurer, yesterday provided the 
first evidence that the deep 
slump-in the life insurance in- 
dustry might be drawing to a 
dose as it released quarterly fig- 
ures showing that world-wide 
single-premium income grew by 
-12 per cent to £1 .6bn, writes Nic 
CicoftL 

In the UK, sales of the com- 
pany’s single-premium prod- 
ucts rocketed by 34 per cent to 
£S66m, the highest quarterly to- 


tal for more than two years. 
However, sales of regular pre- 
mium products dipped slightly 
to £71m against the same peri- 
od last year, indicating a con- 
tinuing preference by savers 
for lump-sum investments. 

Peter Davis, group chief ex- 
ecutive at Prudential, said: T am 
particularly encouraged by the 
healthy progress made in the 
UK. where product develop- 
ments and improvements in 
the sales process have resulted 


in single-premium sales being at 
their highest level for more 
than two years." 

Prudential's figures were 
boosted by sales of annuity- 
linked products, together with 
its well-established Prudence 
Bond. In addition, PEP sales 
grew by 67 per cent to £47m- 

The company's growth in 
premium income comes as the 
insurance industry slowly begins 
to overcome tbe problems it has 
faced in the past two years. 


The Association of British In- 
surers, the industry trade body, 
said yesterday that its own sta- 
tistics showed tentative signs of 
a recovery in late 1995, roost- 
ed by rising house prices and a 
return of the “feel-good factor”. 

Commercial Union, the com- 
posite insurer, said it expected 
its own profits to grow this 
year. John Cowan, sales and 
marketing general manager at 
Scottish Amicable, said: “There 
is a definite feeling within the 


market that there is a recovery 
of confidence. I have reported 
to my own board a double-fig- 
ure improvemnt in sales in the 
first quarter." 

David Prosser, chief executive 
at Legal & General and chair- 
man of the ABI’s life insurance 
council, said: “1 talk to chief ex- 
ecutives within the industry 
quite regularly and the con- 
sensus is that we are trading at 
1994 levels." L&G' s own figures 
mirrored this, he added. 
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• TIBM, the world’s biggest maker of computers, reported a 
higher-lhan-expected increase in first-quarter earnings and 
boosted its dividend ty 40 per cent to 35 cents, the first increase 
in seven years. Net income rose by 4.7 per cent to $lJ29bn (£855m), 
achieved on a 52 per cent Increase in sales lo $16-56bn. Louis 
Gerstner, chairman, said: “We turned in a good, but uneven quar- 
ter. Overall hardware revenues and margins were disappointing. 
There was weak demand for personal computers in the US, and 
price pressures in many areas." 


* Woolwich Building Society announced a 200,000 drop in the 
numbers of people in negative equity in the first quarter of 1996, 
down to 960,000. The figures mi r ror a survey last week by Swiss 
banking group UBS. Negative equity levels, where a mortgage 
is more than the value of as home, fell in every area of the UK 
except the East Midlands, where a 0.8 per cent drop in house 
prices added 10,000 more households to the total. 


Lloyd’s 


loses to 
‘radicals’ 


JOHN EJSEN HAMMER 

Financial Editor 


Scotch whisky’s position as one of the UK’s top ! 

terday by record ex- 


five manu- 
facturing export earners was reinforced yesti 
port figures, for the twelfth year running, of £2.3bn m 1995. The 
4 per cent rise in the value of exports was matched by similar growth 
in the volume of whisky sent overseas. The Scotch Whisky As- 
sociation said tbe equivalent of 935 million bottles were exported 
last year, foe largest volume since the peak years ofl978 and 1 979. 


• Ford Motor's first-quarter earnings dived 58 per cent to $653m 
(£433m). The result, however, was better than analysts had been 
expecting following the company’s warning at the Sait of tbe year. 
The remits were hit by the costs of launching the F-150, and the 
restyling of the Ford Escort and Mercury Tracer models. 


• Signet, the jewellery group that is selling its H Samuel and 
Ernest Jones drains, unveiled a sparkling trading performance 
yesterday though no news on the impending sale. Profits tripled 
last year to £2Sm boosted by strong performances from the re- 
furbished Ernest Jones chain and a recovery in the US Sterling 
business. 


• Hoare Govett, the investment banking division of ABN Amro, 
file Dutch bank, opened a new bond trading operation in the City 
with 200 dealer poatkms. The company said tbe move was in keep- 
ing with an integrated approach to fixed income and derivatives 
products, with London -based activities linked to those in Ams- 
terdam, where it has 350 dealers. It forms part of the move to- 
wards globalisation, with plans to set up similar centres in Chicago 
and Singapore. ABN Anno also said ail corporate and investment 
hanking operations in London woukil be centralised in a new build- 
ing at Spitaifields to be completed in 1999. 


* Audi, fiie up-market subsidiary of Vblkswagen, saw group sales 
efimb 205 percent to a provisional £2.1 bn in tbe first quarter 
of the current year from £1.7bn a yearearlier. It had a 1995 pre- 
tax profit of £262®, up from £$4in the previous year. 


* ErikTonsefii. chief executive of Kvaerner of Norway, is to take 
over daily opeduiana! responsibility in Trafalgar House from to- 
day- Its offer iq Trafalgar House shareholders is now uncondi- 
tional with aoceptaacesm respect of 92 per cent of orrfinajy stores. 


Lloyd’s of London's hopes of 
putting off a court hearing that 
could seriously upset its settle- 
ment plans were dashed yes- 
terday when Lord Justice Scott 
sided with radical names. 

The bearing begins today 
and is expected to last until early 
next week, despite a concerted 
attempt by Lloyd's and moder- 
ate names to have the matter 
put off for fear it will disrupt tbe 
recovery plan negotiations in 
their crucial final stage. 

The hearing centres on the le- 
gality of changes made by 
Lloyd's to so-called Premium 
Truk Deeds, which meant that 
any money won by litigating 
names would have to be used 
first to pay off all losses at the 
insurance society. Government 
approval for this change was 
given only on the condition 
that Lloyd’s have its legality 
tested in the courts. 

However, with the negotia- 
tions on the global settlement 
to Lloyd's problems fast near- 
ing their deadline, and the re- 
cent news that the society has 
increased by £300m its £z£bn 
offer to names, a deal was 
struck between the society and 
the majority of names’ repre- 
sentatives to put off the legal 
test hearing. “There was a 
strong feeling among most 
names that we did not want any- 
thing that could unnecessarily 
jeopardise the settlement,” a 
leading name said. 

Bui radical names, some of 
whom are determined to scup- 
per the settlement, reacted an- 
grily, and argued to Lord Justice 
Scott that the hearing should 
proceed. Yesterday, he an- 
nounced bis agreement with 
that line of argument. 


Notice to Investors 

NarW>al ft FWfrv-fal Ririldir>g Snriery hereby Rives nodoe that the annual rates of interest 
payable on ^ Mining amumn withcSbctfoxn 18 April 1996, will be as indicaird below; 

Nona of Account 

MinanumUbm 

£ 

Gross Intend Irii* 

% 

Net Htratf Bnte- 
% 

Instant Reserve 

1 

1-00 

030 

Under 16s receive 

250 

05 

1.00 

£500 rate for 

500 

2.45 

1.96 

£1 to £500 

2300 

2.65 

2.12 


5,000 

2.90 

232 


10,000 

330 

234 


25,000 

3.70 

2.96 

Private Reserve 

500 

3.10 

2.48 

Annual Interest 

5,000 

330 

234 


10,000 

4.00 

3.20 


25,000 

4-55 

3.64 


50,000 

4-80 

334 


100,000 

4.90 

3.92 

Private Reserve 

500 

3.06 

2.44 

Monthly Income 

5,000 

3.26 

2.60 


10,000 

3.93 

3.14 


25,000 

4.46 

3.56 


50,000 

4-70 

3.76 


100,000 

4.80 

3.84 

Investment Reserve 

5,000 

4.60 

3.68 

Annual Interestf 

10,000 

5.00 

4-00 


25,000 

535 

4-20 


50,000 

5-50 

4.40 


100,000 

5.75 

430 

Investment Reserve 

5,000 

436 

334 

Monthly Incomet 

10,000 

4-95 

3.96 


25,000 

5.19 

4.15 


50,000 

5.43 

434 


100,000 

5.67 

433 

Treasurer's Reserve 

1 

1.75 

1.40 


500 

235 

128 


5,000 

3.10 

2.48 


10,000 

3.70 

2.96 


25,000 

4.15 

332 

The gross interest rate shown is tbe rate payable without caking account of the deduction of 

hwome tag. raf mreresf rate shown repnumis die prrea inrm-q- ran. nfrrr rh. 

of income tax at the lower rate of 20%. tGross innanest rates quoted for Investment Reserve 

J tndude 1.50% gross extra 

interest payable on 1 June each year (or an the first of each month 

( for monthly income option) provided that withdrawal conditions are met and Kabnn. 1 


remains over £5,000. 


TAX FREE INTEREST RATE 


NoowafAujuuit 

fcbna 

AmdirtHMtUa 
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£ 

% 

% 

TESSA 

1 

530 

5.66 

(opened from 

3,000 

5.90 

5.75 

1 January 1996) 

4300 

6.00 

535 


6,600 

6.10 

5.94 


(M00 

6-20 

6.04 


9,000 

630 

6.13 

| ttMonrhly interest not available on new accounts 


TESSA 

1 

530 

5.66 

(opened before 

Max. 



1 January 1996) 

investment 

630 

6.13 

AH n| hT rar» fflramK nnr tpwHfially mendangd in tfafa Onriff remain unchanged 

To find out more, call us now on 

0800 80 80 80 



quoting code 3413. 
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No-one’s busier on your behalf 


National & Provincial Building Society 


Provincial House, Bradford BDl lNL THcphone; 01274 733444. Fax: 01274 737918. j 
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THE RAILTRACK SHARE OFFER 


HOW TO REGISTER. 


share] Share Shop 


ft 


Shop 


Tu register for the Railtrack Share Offer contact one of the Shane Shops listed below. 

If you are a client of a stockbroker or share dealing service which is not listed, you may wish to contact that firm as it may ais 
be acting as a Share Shop for its existing clients.The services offered by different Share Shops may vary. 


Share Offer 


Telephone or call into a branch of one of the following banks or building societies: 


Barclays Share Shop 
Lloyds Bank Share Shop 


0800 000333 
0800 211211 


NatWest Share Shop 


0990 600600 


Norwich & Peterborough Building Society 0800 550088 


Ulster Bank Ltd 
Yorkshire Building Society 


0990 600600 
0800 573573 


Contact by telephone only: 

Abbey National Share Shop 

Cheshire Building Society 

City Deal Services Ltd 

0121 687 8007 

0800 138 4000 

01708 738887 

Hargreaves Lansdown 
ShareUnk Ltd 

Sharemarket 

Sharewise 

0800 929394 

0121 687 8000 
0161 2379443 
0800 138 1000 

Skipton Building Society 

The Royal Bank of Scotland 

The Share Centre 

YorkSHARE Ltd 

0800138 0800 
0800132138 . 

0800 800008 

0800 736736 

Or contact: 


ENGLAND 

Avon 

Albert E Sharp, Bristol 
Neilson Cobbold Ltd. Bristol 
Rowan Dartington & Co Ltd, Bristol 


0121 683 7360 
0151 242 5361 
0117 925 3377 


Isle of Wight 

Neifson Cobbold Ltd, Newport 


0151 242 5361 


Berkshire 

Albert E Sharp, Reading 


0121 683 7360 


Buckinghamshire 

BFS Stockbroking. Aylesbury 
Waters Lunniss, Milton Keynes 


01296 399633 
01908 691681 


Kent 

Brachers Solicitors. Maidstone 
Cripps Harries Hall Solicitors, Tunbridge Wells 
Jarvis Investment Mgmt Ltd, Tunbridge Wells 
Neilson Cobbold Ltd, Tunbridge Wells 
Redmayne-Bendey, Orpington 
Wilkinform Stockbrokers, Hawkhurst 
Tunbridge Wells 


Somerset 

Barnard Marsh & Co, Wells 
Neilson Cobbold Ltd. Taunton 


01749 679977 
0151 242 5258 


01622 673423 
01892 506038 
01892 510515 
0151 242 5361 
01689 818818 


South Yorkshire 
BWD Rensburg, Sheffield 
Durlacher Ltd, Rotherham 
Nicholson Barber. Sheffield, Doncaster 


0151 236 2787 
01709 368490 
0114 275 5100 


01580 754488 


Cambridgeshire 

Waters Lunniss, Cambridge, Peterborough 


01223 303101 


Cheshire 

James Brearley & Sons, Stockport 

Cleveland 

Darlington Building Society, Hartlepool. 
Middlesbrough, Redcar, Stockton. Yarm 
Wise Speke Ltd, Middlesbrough 


0161 487 4404 


Lancashire 

Hargreave Hale (Marsden W) & Co, 

Blackpool, Preston 

Hedley & Co, Blackburn, Preston 

James Brearley & Sons, Blackburn, Blackpool, 

Burnley, Lancaster 


Staffordshire 

Cameron McDonald (Asset Mgmt) Ltd, 
Newcastle under Lyme 
P H Pope & Son. Stoke on Trent 


01782 628911 
01782 202154 


01253 295585 

01254 699333 


01253 28686 


Suffolk 

Birketts Solicitors, Ipswich 
Branston and Gothard Ltd, Bury St Edmunds 
Redmayne-Bentley, Bury St Edmunds 
Walker, Crips, Weddle, Beck pic, Stowmarket 


01473 232300 
01284 704114 
01284 723761 
01449 771882 


0800 138 3000 
0191 201 3990 


County Durham 

Darlington Building Society, Barnard Castle, 
Bishop Auckland, Darlington 


Leicestershire 
Albert E Sharp, Leicester 
David Booler & Co, Leicester 
Hill Osborne & Co, Leicester 
Thomas Grant & Co Ltd, Leicester 


0121 683 7360 
0116 253 7037 
0116 262 9185 
0116 255 0535 


Surrey 

Assets International Mgmt, Tad worth 
BFS Stockbroking. Worplesdon 


01737 830010 
01483 237773 


0800 138 3000 


Cumbria 

Hargreave Hale (Marsden W) & Co. Carlisle 
James Brearley & Sons . Kendal, Carlisle 
Neilson Cobbold Ltd, Bowness onWindemere 


01228 818110 
0153 9 733979 
0151 242 5361 


Lincolnshire 

Hill Osborne & Co, Lincoln 

Thomas Grant & Co Ltd, Boston. Skegness. 

Grantham, Louth, Lincoln 


Tyne & Wear 

Wise Speke Ltd. Newcastle upon Tyne 


0191 201 3990 


01522 522850 


01522 567171 


Derbyshire 

Nicholson Barber, Chesterfield 


01246 550380 


Devon 

Albert E Sharp, B».eter 
Barnard (M D) & Co Ltd, Exeter 
Christows Ltd, Exeter 
Citywall Financial Mgmt Ltd, Exeter 
M D A Investment Mgmt Ltd, Exeter 
Philip J Milton & Co, Barnstaple 
Redmayne-Bentley, Beaworthy 


0121 683 7360 
01626 832680 
01392 210510 
01392 422592 
01392 496320 
01271 44300 
01409 231317 


Walker, Crips. Weddle, Beck pic, Newton Abbott 01626 335533 


Dorset 

Christows Ltd, Bournemouth, Dorchester 
I A Pritchard Stockbrokers Ltd, Bournemouth 
M D A Investment Mgmt Ltd, Bournemouth 


01202 299344 
01202 297035 
01202 291662 


East Sussex 

Donne Mileham & Haddock, Brighton 

o 

Durlacher Ltd, Hove 


01273 744597 
01273 205217 


Essex 

Barnard (M D) & Co Ltd, Basildon 
Branston and Gothard Ltd, Westcliff on Sea 
Redmayne-Bentley, Leigh on Sea 
Walker, Crips, Weddle. Beck pic, 

Colchester Rayleigh 


01268 416657 
01702 347173 
01702 470870 


01206 769001 


Gloucestershire 

Albert E Sharp, Cirencester. Gloucester 
Redmayne-Bentley, Stroud 


London 

Albert E Sharp, EC2 

Barnard (M D) & Co Ltd, El 5 

Brachers Solicitors, WC2 

Branston and Gothard Ltd, EC2 

Brewin Dolphin, EC1 

Chelsea Financial Services Ltd, SW10 

Christchurch Investment Mgmt Ltd, EC1 

Dunbar Boyle & Kingsley Ltd, EC2 

Durlacher Ltd, EC2 

European Stockbrokers Ltd,W1 

Hargreave Hale (Marsden W) & Co, W1 

Hoodless Brennan & Partners Ltd, EC2 

John Siddall & Son Ltd, SE1 

Keith Bayley Rogers & Co, SE1 

Killik & Co, SW1, SW3, EC3, NW3.W1 

Laurence Keen, EC4 

Paul E Schweder Miller Co, EC2 

Pershing Securities Ltd, E14 

Pilling & Co (Stockbrokers), EC2 

Raphael Zorn Hemsley Ltd, EC2 

Redmayne-Bentley, EC4 

S P Angel & Co, EC3 

Thesis, SW1 

Walker, Crips, Weddle, Beck pic, EC1 
Waters Lunniss, WC1, EC2 
Westons Securities Ltd. EC3 
Wise Speke Ltd, EC2 


West Midlands 

Albert E Sharp. Birmingham 

Fyshe Horton Finney Ltd, Birmingham 

Walker, Crips, Weddle, Beck pic, Solihull 


0121 683 7360 
0121 236 3111 
01564 770568 


0121 683 7360 
0181 534 9090 
01622 673423 
0171 614 0013 
0171 248 4400 
0171 351 6022 
0171 726 4057 
0171 628 2224 
0171 628 4306 
0171 493 7070 
0171 409 0840 
0171 739 1400 
0171 237 1090 
0171 378 0657 
0171 461 4400 
0171 489 9493 
0171 490 5000 
0171 345 6345 
0161 832 6581 
0171 628 4000 
0171 489 9955 
0171 623 3427 
01243 531234 
0171 253 7502 
0171 405 4865 
0171 283 8466 
0191 201 3990 


West Sussex 
Albert E Sharp, Chichester 
Neilson Cobbold Ltd, Chichester 
Thesis, Chichester Horsham 


0121 683 7360 
0151 242 5258 
01243 531234 


West Yorkshire 

Broadbridge (Stockbrokers), Leeds, 

Wakefield. Halifax 

BWD Rensburg, Bradford, Huddersfield, Leeds 
Hill Osborne & Co, Bradford 
James Brearley & Sons. Leeds 
Redmayne-Bentley. Leeds 
Wise Speke Ltd, Leeds 


0113 242 2211 
0151 236 2787 
01274 728866 
0113 246 9596 
0113 243 6941 
0191 201 3990 


Wiltshire 

Brewin Dolphin, Marlborough 


01672 516666 


SCOTLAND 
Dumfries & Galloway 
Bell Lawrie White, Dumfries 


01387 252361 


Grampian Region 
Abtrust Bell Lawrie, Aberdeen 
Cooper & Hay, Aberdeen 


01224 589345 
01224 573344 


Highland Region 

Redmayne-BentJey, Inverness 
Stirling Hendry, Inverness 


01463 772072 
0121 683 7360 


0121 683 7360 
01453 758100 


Greater Manchester 

Albert E Sharp, Manchester 
Arnold, Stansby & Co, Manchester 
Branston and Gothard Ltd, Manchester 
BWD Rensburg, Manchester 
Fairmount Stockbrokers, Bolton 
John Siddall & Son Ltd, Manchester 
Pilling & Co (Stockbrokers). Manchester 
Redmayne-Bentiey, Manchester 
W H Ireland Ltd, Manchester 
Wise Speke Ltd, Manchester 


0121 683 7360 
0161 832 8554 
0161 832 2924 
0151 236 2787 
01204 362233 
0161 832 7471 
0161 832 6581 
0161 794 8018 
0161 832 2174 
0191 201 3990 


Merseyside 

BWD Rensburg, Liverpool 

James Brearley & Sons, Southport 

Neilson Cobbold Ltd, Liverpool 

Richard Bamber and Co, Formby, Liverpool 


0151 236 2787 
01704 532282 
0151 242 5258 
01704 833824 


Lothian Region 
Bell Lawrie White, Edinburgh 
Neilson Cobbold Led, Edinburgh 
To trie & Co, Edinburgh 


0131 225 2566 
0151 242 5258 
0131 225 1766 


Norfolk 

Barratt & Cooke. Norwich 


01603 624236 


Strathclyde Region 

BWD Rensburg, Glasgow 
Redmayne-Bentley. Glasgow 
Stirling Hendry, Glasgow 


0151 236 2787 
0141 248 6941 
0121 683 7360 


Steele & Co, Diss, Harleston, Norwich, Thetford 01379 652141 


Waters Lunniss. Norwich 


01603 622265 


Hampshire 

Durlacher Ltd, Southampton 
John Siddall & Son Ltd, Fareham 


01703 229229 
01329 825411 


North Yorkshire 

Darlington Building Society, Northallerton 
Hill Osborne & Co, Scarborough 
Redmayne-Bentley, Harrogate 
Thomas Grant & Co Ltd, Harrogate 


Tayside Region 
Redmayne-Bentley, Perth 
Stirling Hendry, Dundee 


01738 441144 
0121 683 7360 


0800 138 3000 
01723 372478 
01423 526886 
01423 873755 


WALES 

Gwynedd 

Hargreave Hale (Marsden W) & Co, Bangor 


01248 353242 


Neilson Cobbold Ltd, Winchester Southampton 0151 242 5361 


Northamptonshire 

Waters Lunniss, Northampton 


01604 602998 


South Glamorgan 

Brewin Dolphin Bell Lawrie, Cardiff 


Q1222 340100 


Hereford & Worcester 

John Siddall & Son Ltd, Malvern 


01684 893385 


Hertfordshire 

Thomas Grant & Co Ltd, Letchworth 


01462 436318 


Nottinghamshire 

Barratt & Cooke, Mansfield 
Thomas Grant & Co Ltd. Nottingham 
Waters Lunniss, Nottingham 


01623 23596 
0115 941 1301 
0115 950 3666 


NORTHERN IRELAND 

BWD Rensburg, Belfast 
Cunningham Coates Ltd, Belfast 
Magennis & Co, Newry 


01232 321002 
01232235958 
01693 64317 


Humberside 
Redmayne-Bentiey, Beverley 


01482 864090 


Oxfordshire 
Albert E Sharp, Oxford 
Redmayne-Bentley, Henley on Thames 


0121 683 7360 
01491 411022 


ISLE OF MAN 

Hargreave Hale (Marsden W) & Co, Douglas 

R L Stott & Co, Douglas 

Ramsey Crookall & Co Ltd, Douglas 


For general Offer information you should contact a Share Shop or call 0171 816 8000 (remember you can only register with a Share Shop) 


01624 614996 
01624 662400 
01624 673171 
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In i vfcujon to Share Shops m the ‘Uianrud Wands and die Me r/Man.afl or mast of the protections presided by the arrangements made under the Financial Services Act forthe regulation qF members ofThe Securities and Futures Authority do not apph and compensation ~ 7 

The document it, i«ued and approved by SBC Warburg, a <Jiw?on of Swiss Bai* Corporauc*i.whKh e re^Aried m the U> rjy TT*r Securities and Futwes Authority. SBCWartxax b acting as financial adviser to the Department olTninspart.and no one elie. m connection with the poposed nffcr of ncrt ** abatable to investors, 

person for providing the protections attended to customers of SBC Warburg or (or provides advice in relation to the proposed otTer.rfo offer or invitation to acquire Shares m Raittracf: Gretas PLC is being made by or m connection with thrs document Any such offeror invitation will be made ri prwMu^* ^ DUp PlC wJ not be respenabte to aTy otha- 
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DATA BANK 


market report/shares 


t:,: ^3SQ5.6 -19;7- V 
?|JFME:250' T ~ 
64jT ^-5.6 
fe^SE^SO ” 

^SEAQVOLUME 


Fading rate hopes and profit-taking cast a damper 


£:yGlfts index 

>>0.23 ; 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


.’-5«are pace, peace, ; 



a sp n p.^f M. Ai 


For a few minutes it looked as 
though blue chips would con- 
tinue their heroic progress, 
moving upwards and onwards 
to yet new peaks. 

After all. National Power 
was indeed engulfed in 
takeover action, reinforcing 
the theory that an ever-in- 
creasing rush of deals would 
push the FT-SE 100 index to 
4,000 points by mid-summer. 

But, not for the first time, 
the stock market decided to il- 
lustrate just how perverse it can 
be. Instead of dwelling on pos- 
sible bid action it succumbed 
to a weak sits market and fret- 
ted about lading hopes of low- 
er interest rates. 

With the temptation to 
snatch profits in some of the 
long-running takeover candi- 
dates proving irresistible, Foot- 
sie, after an early gain of 12.2 
points, relapsed to close 19.7 
lower at 3.S05.6. 

The supporting FT-SE 250 
index, however, continued to 


push ahead, climbing 5.6 to a 
record 4,464.1. 

NP bad another electrifying 
session. The shares closed 
56 Jp higher at 578p. There 
was a stampede' to trade with 
many small deals going 
through and one investor pay- 
ing 620p for 10,000 shares. 
Seaq pul volume at 25.7 mil- 
lion. The partly-paid shares 
gained 57p to 444p. 

Worries that it was, per- 
haps, a deal too far and the 
multitude of regulatory prob- 
lems could prove too much for 
the Southern Co, the US 
predator, prompted a round of 
afternoon profit- taking. Pow- 
erGen surged in sympathy. 
The shares rose 29p to 599p; 
the partly-paid 26-5p to 459p. 

Other utilities had a much 
more mundane session. 
Southern Electric, the subject 
of an NP bid, fell 33p to 852p 
an worries the US intervention 
could scupper the deal. 

Waters subsided with Sooth 



MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


West Water off 17p at 712p; 
Thames 9p to 577p and Unit- 
ed Utilities lip to 593p. Wes- 
sex, a possible bid target, rose 
3p to 348p. 

But not all the old takeover 
favourites lost ground. Hope 
eternal at Ladbrofce, 


the brewing giant, coming to 
the fore as the market's 
favoured bidder. 

The shares once again en- 
joyed a late run, closing 3p 
higher at 19Ip. 

And Christies Internation- 
al, the auctioneer where Ba- 
hamas-based Joseph Lewis has 
approaching 30 per cent of the 
capital, jumped 12p to 2l9p on 


talk of corporate activity in the 
shape of a Lewis bid. 

Austin Reed, the clothing re- 
tailer, was back on the bid peg. 
Burton and Moss Bros are the 
favourites to strike. Reed 
gained 16p to 240p; Moss 7p 
to 900p and Burton 0.75p to 
153J25p. 

Bonks were weak, largely on 
Abbey National's caution. 
Abbey fell 9p to 577p and Na- 
tional Westminster 14p to 
636p. 

Many of the second-line 
drug? shares were on a high. 
British Biotech hit a 2,630p 
peak as the feeling grew it Mil 
announce encouraging 
progress on its cancer treat- 
ment next month and CeOtech, 


suffering in February when it 
abandoned a key asthma drug, 
jumped 22p to 558p. The 
asthma setback lowered the 
shares to 420p. 

A late rush lifted Cantab 
Pharmaceuticals 107p to 665p. 
ABN Amro Hoare Govett was 
said to be responsible, pro- 
jecting a target price of 750p. 

Hanson, as two securities 
houses wanned towards the de- 
merger, rose 225p to 19L75p 
and Lucas Industries fell lip 
to 204p. Mees Pierson cut its 
profit forecast from ill 90m to 
£170m, 

Amstrad moved ahead 
lZ5p- a two-day gain of 20.5p 
- to 19S.5p and music group 
Boosey & Hawkes added 25p 
to 723p, a two-day gain of 68p 
following results. 

British Thornton, a pack- 
aging group, rose 8p to 34p and 
Applied Distribution, a con- 
tract group, Sp to 149p on spec- 
ulation they are on bid hit lists. 
Metal Bulletin, the publisher, 


jumped 62p to 945p on Emap 
strike hopes. 

Dixon Motors improved 40p 
to 257p following an upbeat 
trading statement and N 
Brown, the mail order group, 
gained 24p to 328p an the im- 
provement in retail sales. 

Wm Morrison, the super- 
market chain, edged forward 
4.5p to 260p as Soci£t£ 
Gdn&rale Strauss Turnbull up- 
graded its recommendation 
from hold to buy. 

Analyst Philip Dorgan 
draws attention to takeover 
possibilities and says that the 
shares do not contain any bid 
premium. 

He forecasts profits up £4m 
to £132m this year with £142zn 
in the following year. 

SUvermines, a security 
group, moved ahead 2p to 
88p. Tim Baldwin and David 
Amato at Greig Middleton 
forecasts profits of £4m this 
year, advancing to £4.8m and 
then £6.9m. 


TAKING STOCK 


Q In brisk trading Wiggins, 
the property developer; 
gain ed 0i5p to 7.25p, highest 
since a reconstruction two 


jt has a number of projects in 
various stages of development 
and intriguing plans for 
the reclamation of contami- 
nated land. The group may be 
tempted to get closer to its 29 
per cent otf-sboot, Tomorrows 
Leisure, which has two ho- 
tels. Greig Middleton believes 
that profits last year hit £lm 
amt should reach £4.9m this 
year. 

Expect developments soon 
at JO Walker, unchanged at 
703p. 

Leisure entrepreneur Adam 
page, wbo has 25 per cent of 
Walker is believed to be near 
to injecting bis leisure inter- 
ests, indndng the Fatty Ar- 
buckle pub/night chibs, into 
the timber merchant which is 
back in profit. 
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Shrinking costs mean that anyone can be a star 
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I t is conventional wisdom to 
say that computers and new 
communications technologies 
are revolutio nising the industrial 
economies. But beyond the ob- 
servation that we therefore 
need a more highly skilled 
workforce, detailed analysis of 
the economic implications is 
pretty scarce. What does it 
mean to say we are becoming 
a knowledge-based economy? 

There are some welcome at- 
tempts to close this knowledge 
gap. The key to understanding 
the transformation is the “de- 
materialisation" of the econ- 
omy, according to new research. 
This means the trend towards 
the value produced in our 
economies being embedded in 
computer memory or perhaps 
even biological memory rather 
than material things. 

The important change in the 
big industrial countries is not 
best characterised by a switch 
from manufacturing to services 
or even from low to high tech- 
nology. It is the switch from pro- 
ducing machine tools or even 
computers to creating software 
and gene sequences. 

Demat eriaiised economies 
are significantly different, argues 
Danny Quah, a researcher at 
the London School of Eco- 
nomics.* The difference is not 
just that ideas are more im- 
portant or can be communi- 
cated more easily, for a great 
deal of technical change in the 
past has taken the form of a 
eood idea that can be copied 
everywhere without becoming 
less useful to its originator. 

Mr Quah calls this property 
“infinite expansibility" and cites 


Thomas Jefferson’s definition: 
“If nature has made any one 
thing less susceptible than all 
others of exclusive property, it 
is the action of the thinking 
power called an idea, which an 
individual may exclusively pos- 
sess as long as he keeps it to 
himself; but the moment it is di- 
vulged, it forces itself into the 
possession of everyone and the 
receiver can not dispossess him- 
self of iL Its peculiar character 
too is that no one possesses the 
less because every other pos- 
sesses the whole of it. He who 
receives an' idea from me, re- 
ceives instruction himself with- 
out lessening mine; as he who 
lights his taper at mine, receives 
tight without darkening me.” 

The difference in a demate- 
rialiscd economy is that the 
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products of the economy are in- 
finitely expansible too. My use 
of a word-processing pro- 
gramme in the production of 
this newspaper does nothing to 
stop other people around the 
globe using the same software. 

The same is true of a huge 
variety of products in the mod- 
em world - the content of an 
Oasts CD, the broadcast content 
of television signals, the infor- 
mation on the Bloomberg or 
Reuters system, any software, a 
Disney movie, and so on. Evi- 



dence suggests that in the US 
the demateriaiised industries 
are already bigger than the de- 
fence and auto industries. 

One conclusion is that, con- 
trary to a recently fashionable 
view, the globalisation we see at 
the end of this century is pro- 
foundly different in character 
from the growth of trade and 
overseas investment 100 years 
ago. Trade is increasingly not the 
exchange of goods and services 
bul then reproduction. 

The notion that a demateri- 
aiised economy is infinitely ex- 
pansible has other fascinating 
implications. Clearly, markets 
are not local or national but uni- 
versal as we know well, there 
axe no obvious boundaries to 
the market for Microsoft soft- 
ware or the Disney concept 

Secondly, in the demateri- 
aiised industries there are no 
significant initial capital costs of 
the sort it took to create Gen- 
eral Motors. One person and a 
computer is enough to start 

Thirdly, using demateriaiised 
products often involves what 
economists call “network ex- 
ternalities". This means that if 


However, one of Mr Quab’s 
most interesting results con- 
cerns the implication that the 
new-style economy wifi lead to 
both greater income inequality 
and greater mobility. Econo- 
mists have already analysed the 
“superstar" phenomenon. Peo- 
ple are paid hugely more than 
others doing almost indistin- 
guishable work when they cor- 
ner a s ignifican t market share. 
It is Placido Domingo's success 
that makes fans want to listen 
to him even in preference to 
more talented angers. The mu- 
sic business is a “winner-takes- 
a£T market 

Dematerialisation makes this 


ine quali ty, which the chart 
shows to be widespread is the 
industrial worid. A paper ItyAs- 
sar Lindbeck and Dennis Soow- 
erfor the Centre for Economic 
Policy Research** looks at the 
economic implicarions of a sub- 
ject widely studied in manage- 
ment texts: the demise of 
corporate hierarchies in favour 
of delayered and empowered 
companies. 

Just as the technology of 
mass production led to the as- 
sembly line and its management 
hierarchy, information tech- 
nology has led to a character- 
istic organisation the authors 
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; one thing, costs of entry into 
many of its industries are low so 
anyone can make a bid for 


Trade today is 
increasingly not 
the exchange of 
goods but their 
reproduction 


enough people use one product 
-say Wmdows95 on their PC - 


On a roll: A CD by Oasis, software and information on a 
Reuters system are all infinitely expansible 


it wfll grow in popularity simply 
because everyone uses it, even 
if experts think another prod- 
uct - such as the Apple system 
- is better. 


stardom. For another, network 
externalities make it easier to 
comer the market These ex- 
plain how Bill Gates could 
progress from his computer in 
a garage to become a billionaire 
whose software is used on a ma- 
jority of the world’s PCs. 

A second new paper also 
explores how information tech- 
nology can explain the phe- 
nomenon of growing income 


there are increasing synergies 
between tasks thanks to com- 
puters. It is easier for one per- 
son to take an order, arrange 
delivery and send out a bfll than 

and mudfbetter cus- 
tomer. Or for a factory worker 
r unning computerised machin- 
ery to improve the design of the 
producL 

Holistic companies there- 
fore need workers who are 
well-educated and versatile 
rather than ones who bave been 
trained to do specific tasks. 
These broadly skilled people are 
in high demand and their wages 
have risen relative to those 
with outdated single skills. In- 
deed, the authors argue that 
there is a segment of unem- 
ployable people stuck at the bot- 
tom of the labour market 

Their analysis suggests that 
part of the trend to greater in- 
equality could be reversed by ef- 
fective education and training. 


We could try to produce a well- 
educated and versatile work- 
force of people who would be 
well-suited to switching from 
one task to another. 

This corresponds to the call 
for •‘security of employability"" 
put forward by Joseph Stigjitz. 
/• h^trmfln of President Clin- 
ton’s Council of Economic 
Advisers, at the jobs summit in 
pile. It has been pounced on 
by politicians of all shades as a 
path out of the forest of job 
insecurity. 

It does point, however, to the 
need for an updated liberal 
education that will produce 
well-rounded young workers. 
Giving preference to vocational 
training which tries to pick spe- 
cific skills that might be need- 
ed in the economy in 10 years 
and could become swiftly out- 
dated would be a mistake. 

There is one final point to 
emerge from these new analy- 


*1^ eofiS^ P" 1 * ^ ^ 

ses. They confirm that the con- 


sensus in the economics pro- 
fession is settling on technology 



as the cause of greater income 
inequality in the industrial 
economies — and not trade with 
cheap labour third world coun- 
tries. 

For the global market tor 
labour is functioning as u mar- 
ket should, and bidding up 
wages in developing countries. 

Wages for those famous 
cheap software programmers in 
Bangalore have soared thanks 
to the huge jump in demand 
from Western employers. 


* The Invisible Hand and the 
Weightless Economy . Danny 
Quah . Centre for Economic Per- 
formance March 1996. 
m * Reorganization of Firms and 
Labour Market Inequality .4ssar 
Lindbeck and Dennis Snowen 
CEPR Discussion Paper no. 
1375, March 1996. 
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Other Spot Rates 
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Rtfppras 
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Forward raws quoted high to low are el a dscaunL' subtract from spot rate 
rare quoted low to tagh are at a premium: add Is spat rare 

'Do far rates quoted as reciprocals. 

For the latest foreign exchange rates cal 0891 123 3033. 

Calls cost 36p per n-revta (cheap rale) 48p other fames. 


Bond Yields 
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Money Market Rates 
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Tourist Rates 
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1 Liffe Financial Futures 
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Industrial Metals 
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Verdict is 
open on 

10 deaths 


GREG WOOD 


The eight runners in the Free 
Handicap at Newmarket were 
supposed to be the focus yes- 
terday, but instead thoughts 
returned to the 10 who lost their 
lives at the Cheltenham Festi- 
val last month as the Jockey 
Club published its report into 
the unusually high number of fa- 
talities at National Hunt’s show- 
piece meeting. Those who 
expected easy answers, howev- 
er, will find only disappoint- 
ment 

The 10 equine deaths at this 
year’s Festival represented 2.7 
per cent of the 364 runners, 
against an average for the pre- 
“ vious 10 years of 0.952 per 
cent Despite this sudden in- 
crease, though, the Racecourse 
Department’s report concludes 
that “no single factor, or indeed 
combination of factors, is to 
blame for the fatalities”. 

The Jockey Chib’s inspectors 
watched video reco rdi n gs of all 
10 incidents, and consulted 
trainers, jockeys, vets and the 
RSPCA. While no obvious com- 
mon factor was identified, a 
□umber of points will be given 


starting procedures, the effect of 
modern training techniques, 
the use of roving television 
cameras near the running rail, 
and the wearing of fluorescent 
jackets by course officials. 

Some trainers also felt that 
the airship providing a novel 

NEWMARKET 

2J5: Jackson Hill, who made a big 
impression when winning on his sea- 
sonal return, wiD be haid to beat but 
faces an other pro g ressi v e son in SB- 
LECT FEW. His trainer, Luca 
rVtmani, believes this lOfuriongtrip 
w01 suit his charge ideally. 

3j 8S: SOUTH SALEM, off the track 
since finishing a highly creditable 
third to Royal Applause in the 

1 Group 3 Coventry Stakes over six 
furlongs at Royal Ascot last June, is 


camera angle for Channel 4 
might have been a distraction 
for horses. No jockeys noticed 
its presence, but it was certain- 
ly a constant irritant for many 
racegoers throughout the Fes- 
tival, and its future use must 
now be in considerable doubL 

The comments of Bernard 
Donigan, of the RSPCA, sum 
up the report’s findings- “We’ve 
left nothing to chance,” he said, 
“Cheltenham has done every- 
thing possible and you can't crit- 
icise them.” The conclusion 
seems to be that fatalities are a 
fact of life at the Festival, and 
that this year’s casualty rate was 
simply an unfortunate statisti- 
cal blip. We can only hope that 
this attitude will not appear 
hopelessly complacent in the af- 
termath. of Cheltenham 1997. 

The first task for Nick Lees, 
Newmarket’s clerk of the 
course, yesterday was probably 
to track down his Christmas card 
list and put a thick line through 
the Jockey Club’s Racecourse 
Department The Cheltenham 
post mortem was a considerable 
distraction trom Newmarket’s 
upbeat disclosure that, with 
barely a fortnight to go before 
the first Classics, a sponsor has 
been found to subsdise both the 
1,000 and 2,000 Guineas. 

Pertemps, who also stepped 
in at the last minute to support 
the St Leger last year, will in- 
dally back the Classics on a one- 
off basis, but have been offered 
an option on both races, and the 
Jockey Club Stakes on the first 

IhyperionIT 


bred to stay middle distances- Hem 
Island, touted for the Derby in some 
quarters, maybe the main danger. 




HYPERION 

2jOO Farhana 440 Mutadarra 

235 Select Few 4A5 Rude Awakenbig 

3.05 South Salem &20 Muchea 

3A0 Aiiaartfi 

GOING: Good to Finn. 

STALLS: Centre all races. DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ Right-hand course with lm 2f Straight. 

■ Course Is SW or town an A 1 304. Bub link Oran Newmarket railway station (?erwd by 
London, Khig'sCrntBi. ADMISSION: CJobSJ 4 (16w2f*-yOT-cMs£S)rGrandHandAftul- 
docbSIOl 16 io SB^MToUiSB); SSver BlnsSa.GAKFAIE MeinbecsSl; remainder 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH EUNNEBS: H Cedi — SI winners Oran 243 runners 
gives a success ratio of 21.0*6 and a loss to si! level remlre of £28.46; J Gooden — 51 
winners, 339 nmnera, 15.5%, -S08-33; R Hsmou — 43 winners, 508 rnnners, &SN, - 
£204-25; B Bills — 32 winners, 257 runners, 12.546, -£100.64. 

■ U&ADING JOCKEYS: Put Eddery — 101 winners. 448 rides, 22.6%. +S6’6r LDet, 
wri — 68 winmsn, 483 rides, 14.JM, -£131-28; W B Swinhnra — 54 whiners, 371 
rides. 14.SW. -63047; WCm«— 49 winners. 448 ridtes, KLSfe, -65142. 
BUNVBBED FIRST THE: None. 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: Vkitaure (2.00) woo at Nottingham on Frfctey. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Tsfcrla (2J6) son 200 nties by J BsbeMrwn Mddkham, 
N Treks Bah TwBto 15.20) »aA 1 85 ware to MraJ Broaden faro Volte 

lOAh l EQUITY FINANCIAL COLLECTIONS HANDICAP (CLASS C» 

| Z«UU £&qoo added 3Y0 8f 

1 21000 NWirPARSnetuaA) C2fl5)(RESaneax) PChepi»4%oro97 'Mil 

2 614-114 BANZHAF(U54J (70) ®l«oPertveWGL6locre811 SMMaretklS 

3 651061- AKAUI (175) (CD) (Hanrtxt N D Maty 8 11 W Caron 13 

4 52134- SOIKIML^ffblyftadtoangPWnBSimSiKMcMftaa IFE^T 

5 21-1 F9U1HANA W (CD) (A FouS»k)WJaM88 7 (7e») i I«Ww8 

6 0631- ¥BDI«qODB««{lWOTCHo»»ssprtORHarnon86 BraWiIBU 

7 32-2 D0flMKAMAA*l(22) (Bf?fShei4iAI»WdAIMff40t*r)JGo8flenBB LDeOMf 10 

8 5SD- WBn»NOFaM«CA(228)miNNBl^WP«MM^0^86^ 

9 3-62112 HICFUBlp3J<BR(Mr5AVCappura«Rtn^m85 V/ltootk 4 

ID 0-32211 WSnMfrSWBBH^)(D)(E<IWtoBianbd)8Holnsheaa84 RAflcal 

11 002- BUJE SUEDE H00f5 (177} (DaornMnSB Meehan 8 3 Bftijtelfi 

12 461- OMll«ta*0fSfia**WCO«nw>Bl--_- 

13 02-4346 BADGER BAY (22) WEHsDC Buyer 8 1 NYtaftoyPJB 

14 504331 WOWOFLOVE(l«^BV»-Sm*h)ROBrtffln713 “J* 1 !?® 1 ? 

15 046-2 SBUMIC3B (1® £P Conk) Pltndng 7 13 FMGdftvS 

IB 3D-1A1D PHWSJS00J®t2Bf»BW^re)MM7U !Q*a3 
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Synchronised whipping: Luso responds to Michael Kinane’s driving to win yesterday’s Earl of Sefton Stakes 
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Photograph: David Ashdown 


day of the Guineas meeting, for 
a Anther two years. 

This news will not be of sig- 
nificant interest to the connec- 
tions of Cayman Kai, yesterday’s 
Free Handicap winner, who is 
not entered for the 2,000 
Guineas. A Group Ttoo winner 
over the minimu m trip last year, 
Cayman Kai was thought un- 
likely to get a mile this season, 
but after showing an impressive 
turn of foot to overtake Pro- 
jection and World Premier, be 
was showing no sign of stopping 
alter yesterday's seven furlongs. 

3.44k ALHAARTH. unbeaten in 5ve 
staru last year - fnrJnrimg a com- 
fortable triumph over Rio Drmda in 
the Champagne Stakes at Doncast- 
er- will be hard to bear He was also 
as impresive 2 l /i lengths victor over 
Dane bin Dancer — through whom 
Polaris Plight is held - in fast time 
in the Dewhmst Stakes here last Oc- 
tober. Racing Post Trophy winner 
Beauchamp King has more to do 
here while Sandcrwn maiden winner 
Ptommard takes a big step up in dass. 


Hannon bravely claimed that 
Regiment will go to the Guineas 
from his yard with a serious 
chance, but the trainer will be 
chewing the carpet if either of 
yesterday’s placed runners takes 
the colts' Classic. Not that the 
bookmakers think it is likely: 
World Premier is 50-1 (from 
100-1) with William Hill, the 
same mark occupied by Pro- 
jection and Tumbleweed Ridge, 
unplaced despite starting joint- 
favourite yesterday. 

If anyone can pull off a star- 
tling result, though, Clive Brit- 

4J0: MUTADARRA, a short-head I 
second of 21 to yesterday’s European I 
Free Handicap runner-up, Piojcc- n 
tion. in a six furlong maiden here last I 
October, is bred to stay farther and fl 
can lake this on her way to better 
ihrnpc- HbmBBMr 0 SOD of Kris 
out of the 1989 1.000 Guineas win- 
ner Musical Bliss, -was a creditable 
10 lengths fourth to Mods in Ascot’s 
Group 2 Royal Lodge Stakes last 
September over a mile and might 
find this trip a bit too sharp. 


9 3-62112 mCRmtCTWtMrsAVCiwMra^Rtn^rnSS 

ID 0-32211 VK2HWCS WEEN £2) (to (Ed Yfeannan RKoflnsfieafl 8 4 R Afloat 

11 002- HUE SUEDE HOOFS (177) BMeefEn83 BUytolB 

12 461- <3di)CUAtoESRtoc*6WC’ti»^ei 

13 02-4246 BADGER BAY (22) (M E Hsfl) C IX^er 8 1 NWrefa»J$B 

14 504331 WCnN OF L0%€ (IQ W 9y»-Sm*n) R Owton 7 13 MHa^rf912 

15 046-2 SE*QWaB(l®£PCat*)Plt**ne713 FMGiMNyS 

IB 20-1A1D H»«BYSOU»t2toO»(G*%maMW7U. >**»* 

-ltdaM- 

FafrowiwwontyFWreota flora orenftF# rota 

hetth^- b.? fMaa, m Wcttai Of Lore. 6-1 OnrtVl A— 7-HTO> tin«n*i Wtofr. 15-3 WW- 
wad Ftarer. 8-1 N*t Parade, 10-1 Wta, Sd-Wan 
mat cnaew Sirt 3 9 7 W F^ai 10-1 (B HanWy) 9 wi 
FOMfUIK 

FARHANA ran array ntti a Notttnghem handicap on her raappearanca tat weak, scoring 
ty etgn langtfrs Pom her 18 rtata. the FayruZ law was »«««» wddWance «4iW^ 

rear alter an enoourajjng Yarmouth debut socond to Tariflud kr a condttonB mm. Pwhaire 

seems pegeron softre pixast. so 

7Bi panaky should not snap her winning. Night Parade, mnner-up In the Tnated StaK es 
on this cart tat year, went on to wn to tfvee lenglhs at Ctieser totwas vtabeenan Jn 
three nsw In Grxai races aft er w ards. He is Interesting in a hsndteap off an affina l marti re 
90- Doreak 1 -**** 1 placed in mNdens at teioester and Newcastle at two, **& btsUna 

ler^Bh and thfee^Mvtere to WtoJtait ^ 6^w^k« odeb^n atl*T^I«M ^ 

month. That winner finehed feurth to SyDome here on Tuesday nmd 7 3,»o_Dc>- 
mak Amaan has pmspects off a mart of 75. Selection: farhana 

3 61- oBflS0NACU)W(U5A)tD9IHeani«}sa*»NSB«]to94 - JQWM 6 

4 535 MSEBUpJjmiKWUrtBIlfcfl---- "2232 

5 nai- saHyFWnm<SheflhMo4osmHi)LGmrt813 — 

6 02K21- IMUHWHIIEBIW flTO Hannon 8 ID tonato MB B 

7 0002 HAMfl-pmBBWaitattoMMBS ““*53 i 

8 0-43112 »uww(43)WW0iwttortnngCywwj^CBatai88 — — rf 0 ?*" ! 

9 32664-1 MRBfUKnwPhBMrtWtartWJBrtiBjBS ? 2 . ^ I 

ID 400- JEAH rtBgg P77) IP D BunsM JRBaK» J ^ _»naiwws 

(scOastta, Ttatt A P*M Stag. 1M MtoM, 2M Hamtafc 5M JM Flwre 
jSSSe Wsnesen 3 8 5 M FBnnn 14-1 (M M1J 

MCHcpifMBi » twggaer winner last season, lookad to ha re Been ae rious i yund aHri^ 
^ v j in nr hotro Htae ruM rtf 6-4 On hfi IQtUITl ®l DOOCSStBf, SuppCXT&S W&Q 

3 Ooreaaeron Iris reappearenca >tottfta detar may 
w4nn** at Goodwood on he Anal start. 

1 IQS } PBLDEN STOXK (CU^S A) (Listed Race) jggjg| 

|OAJQ| £ 27^000 added 3YO lm If ' 

s *££ agaaasgaa ag^^^ g : 

2 -K 

5 14- mm BUND m 8 U 


B 

54111D- m 

9 

l-i ns 

10 

113- SOI 

U 

01- STI 

13 

5212- SK 

13 

~ a- w 


ai E S«SW 

S^S) (Saacai SMI 1 W8 ^ - 


Maa d&aar ,, ‘ 

UBfetemrer 3811 WCsoon 9-2 P¥te)*9rt 1 *** 


FORM BUSK 

Ttas tools very compemfte. STORM TROOPER, from the in- form Heruy Cedi statue, was 
- progressive tarjnsar-arrt totowM. a.Ncraiffi^ matanwtn wftfj a N0i^.credna«e sec-, 
ond to stiseciuere Group One wnrer Beauchamp King si Aectx. Stomi Tiuoper dearly hen- 
des cut m the ground, so the fcrecaa ran may ooma to Ns am. Storm Trooper is one of 
eight entered for the Derby here, BonaraB hewing been supptemeread tat week. Three 
times successW faa year, the last victory bestg In a Goodwood listed race, he may ]tst 
need ms an but s wary much one to watch. Heron wand Is very wafl thou^t of to Pe- 
tarChappto-Hyam snd shodd come Into hla own thta year, particularly when tned over lor^r 
trips. The same e true of 9t Maw , a seven- furlong winner at Safsbuy and very stoutly 
• bred. Tewfcfl had Weet-A-**wrtewel back in third when wavang at Chester in Ajj0istBf- 

ter a htfflypronHSutgthrtto Mark Of Estaam at Goodwood. Ha too e bred for rnridle cta- 
tances. Centre StaBs was unlucKy when runner-up to Regiment m the Easter Stakes at 
Kempton. The run wffl have brou&n him on and he will aopncoa the greeter taaofsta- 
nrina. Mmmal was a Mg dsappotreroare n Ascot's RoyN Lodge, when lock Jemkv was 
thlrt to impresarre Mans, lines thrau^r Mora and Beauchamp King suggest that Storm 
Trooper la the one to beat Sooth SMam has hkfast run since finishing thud to ftay^Ap- , 
darae In Rojel Ascot's Coventry Stakes. He has plenty of abAty but Ms stamina and fit- 1 
ness are doubts. Se l ecti on: STORM TROOPER 1 

|o Art] CRAVEN STAKES (CLASS A) (Group 3) £30,000 Egriia 
added 3YO colts and gekfings lm f .l9jR92, 

1 11111- AlHMfnH(3S8)(C)£Hamdari4IUtajm) WRHem 90 WCasa4 

2 31111- BEWCHA«PIIK(18Mgl)(ETtoariiDii4Qp90 IBrid2 

3 3U213- POtAfB FUSHT 9BA) (1B2) IF E SsWor) P ChM(4e-Htan 9 0 >MBU>y5 

4 1- P0HHARD (307) CShefCr Mohamnedl J Goeden 8 9 LDettoril 

5 11*21- M0IWVnM(206)(qaAhHBreco)Dloikr89 R Busies 3 

BEnWQe 641 flMawth. M Baauchanp Hag, 5-1 Mo Dorfda, T-l Polaris ffigM. 8*1 PoaaaanL 
ISSSt Ftarert tow 3 8 12 i ReU 5-1 (P Orappto-Hyam) 5 ran 
FORM GLIDE 

ARreartt cannot be opposed on the form book, having earned afl before Mm last year. cu>- 
mmaung In an irrpresave Deu*xist Stakes wtnowseren ftiforta here. Hb has strenph- 
aned fo the 2.000 Guineas bettmg tnroupxxrt the winter and iril be a short pnee here. 
IMs race was chosen as Atftaanh'a tfoRM due to the StBfy testing ^ound at NawDuy. but 
there Is rem forecast here as wait. In addroon, cpmaions tone ai^psted that the m\ wil 
bring Mm on and tf» ha that he does only just enot^r in his home ««rit leads me to rate 
a chance on RW DUVBM. David Lode's Satee a* may hare been flansred to run 

Atfiaartn to heff a lenffh at Doncaster, but he showed what a smart performer ha s by win- 
ning the vabebfo 30-runner TattersaSs Houghton Sales Stakes here afterwards and does 
gx 5K> fojm the taastte (he recetaa «b at Doncaster). Raorg ftwt Tnepto wmer Bawtariv 
Rfog Is nearest of these rivals to Afltaarih in Gunaas bmng and a win for Storm Trooper, 
second to Mm at Ascot Iasi jeer, worid be a boost to Ms chance. A Rne throuffi DanehR 
Dancer, wmner of the Natrorel Stakes at the Cunagi, eppesre to 0w Potaria «ght ptetv 
ty to frid with Attaanh. wMie SandOMi marten mnner Poetpard, well backed fonhe 2.000 
Gutneaa in reoent weeks, is taking a big stBp i4> >1 dass and res plerto lo pm« m this 
class. SatocMore RKJ DUVIQA 

(Xlfn ALEXSCOrr MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £7,000 
Lizrzj added 3YD colts and gokfif^s 7f 

1 80U>SRAIS{USA) (DaaeynikSDrtl USBMeS 13 KMoa4 

2 424- HAjflrtmTTDH (208) Seth Mcfemned) M SnaJB BU MJKtaae3 

3 U0NBE (USA] <M Taborf PChMdfrHjatn fill IRdd2 

4 3- lDNEU(IBDB((223)@rtenSiai) RHarmonSU i PMEddaqfi 

5 2- MCEUARM(18B}(ltaraaiAMBlaDuni RAnwaongSU WCmsoo7 

6 PEBSAKIStai/VKtaettL Oman 811 L Dettori 5 

7 HtitaUBRTCMdersRacaigjGWiqggSll HMsl 

8 0- ROU»WP23|(FJClDn±^iOSMaeil I Ota 8 

-8dadared- 

BBTBtt 3-1 Hw a sienf a fo , 4-1 Hotadarta, 92 Uoafae * Pegao, 6-1 tooefr Uadar. 7-1 BoU 
toad, 8-1 Maw Upfl, lOO-l Itsu i tfi 
MGsCtarDMod Forest 3 81114 Ream 4-6 (HCed) ID ran 
FORM GUIDE 

RoaMren does nts look pod enoutfi and Prinw Light may need the an, bulthe ahw Mi 
ninu ae wafl regudod and this srtauld prove a hot maiden. Tha B«y wemar b LONE- 
LY lEADHL third to Heron island at Doncasrer (imj on Ms sole start at twa It was only r 
the tat halFfurioi^ tfm he fowid the aKng rough and th» tooks Ms correct mp at present, 
ifichaef Stouts ruts two, the apertertad H onuu a w tan, vffv has the beating of my aa- 
lection on a and werpreadon of runrtngwtth SWUnpon at Ascot, art Gold Spats, who 
is reporiady well thoupd ot Uonlzw ■ thoi^ft to be potBnaaly Gmjp dass and hails from 
the In-form PMer Qtaple-Hyam stable. Mutwdore vres wefi backed before firxflng Projec- 
tion (Free Handicap runner-up yesterday] just too good in a 21-runner maiden here in Oe- 
vber, so another market move wudd be swrtkwrt. Luca Oman has had pod things to 
stay aboiK Pw&ore. so he too cannot ba dfeanH in a race that is sure to be wry by- 
formstlre. gdecti on: L0N&.Y LEADER 

ITricl EBFSTIMINEY MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D)£6J)00 added 
I 2Y0 cofts and gekfings 5f Penafty Value £4^30 

1 BUTIBY (Far Seen toongfCMny 811 NFaata2 

2 MINEHY DANES {toxtaeThangtredvB Meehan 8 11 lfTebbott3 

3 HETC3BR flflH Pm* Fahd Saftnart P Cole 8 11 TQataS 

4 MABAUD (V^ckHrtSad R Afln*tiong811 UMk4 

5 0 MTVBsaciM«4aranRnnBn&OonpmlJjBni«811 StUtaattl 

6 2 BBEA MWBJ M g fiamiPtaBaBtaGtartBll MEtaryS 

-Btodared- 

BEnWg 74 BWtfo Wtainflifc 11-4 Mwfc 3-1 ffoteta, 7-1 DalmMy Danrsr, lfrl Bd Bfty, 
2M.HTttaML 

UflK licayaa PBocr (USA] 2 8 11 J Ftarer 56 (D loderi 7 ran 
FORMGUDE 

ftoda tao l — togwosfrtb on fpr Ms debut at Kempton but just found HareccmeaftairtpK 
too strong n the last lOO jams. ThTj-ptacadMastersnche has won at Bn^iron since and 
Gai^iAHsrsEORtssureBaeStobeaCitg.fautiheresasjadwrtfbrFlETCHBI.hair- 
brofher to Hshop Of Cashel and narrowly preferred. Pad Cole has an eceBere record wm 
Ms juwirle newoo meui and tire foe: Oat Dame Lara was rwer-w a odds-on Camra 
t^ifl here yesterday despta t»«g foerafcss A 20-1 agjgSB fhe WBBamDQ tlO^ear- 
dds »a gaod lot (Me Awakeitcg end Rexher are Bely to domnae as DsfDng. but 
newcomers Mara ud ert Pakn e n y Dancer as possMe dangers art ghadfl cettaaty be 
taWKdfoftheftfluie. G alac ti a ic RETCHEft 

1HEIF08D CONDmONS SDWES (ClASS Q £8J)00 added 
lr"lafO 5f Penalty Vafee £5325 


1 1 ODEiam£(2^88t:jRtaEtMBrt94 - . , 

2 i mBsaKammann3eADQsiitVeaee9c 

3 .31 NUCaa pgwyfcoikMaseCTiU Carrier, g 4 

4 BlimBD(C»ePfl(iataS1Kilta«sai89 

-4dfldtad- 

BHiWtM Dta Hert s, H U i Mfrsntafc i luU i l Afltatao, 5-lMft Be. 
5 « &«*» M3SB294 ®as» ri-i v Csnr] 5 bs 


odkrer(7}3 

iHataRA 

JUfoffwsl 

_Kftflw2 


tain. World Premier’s trainer, is 
top of the list of suspects. He 
proved it once again in the Earl 
Of Sefton Stakes, as the 14-1 
chance Luso held the challenge 
of Smart Alec, who was sent off 
favourite at 6-4 on the basis of 
effusive praise from the spies on 
Luca Cumani's gallops. 

Never one to set his rights too 
low, Brittain nominated the 
1997 Dubai World Cup as a 
long-term target Game though 
Luso may be, be is unlikely to 
force Cigar’s connections on to 
a course of tranquillisers. 


Heavy fall for O’Gorman 


Emma O’Gorman, the country’s 
leading female Flat jockey, was 
taken to Addenbrooke’s Hos- 
pital in Cambridge yesterday 
evening after a horrific fall 
from Simply Times in the 
penultimate race at Newmarket 
O'Gorman, 22, was fired into 
the turf near the winning post 
when Simply Times, malting 
her debut, lost her footing and 
somersaulted several times, at 
one point landing on her rider. 


O’Gorman lay motionless, 
attended by paramedics, before 
being tiffed mto an ambulance. 
Racegoers feared the worst for 
her mount when attendants 
placed screens around Simply 
Times, but the filly got to her 
feet and was led away. 

“Emma was conscious and 
can feel her anus and legs so 
that has to be a good sign,” Bill 
O’ Gorman, her father and Sim- 
ply Times’s trainer, said. 


HYPERION 

220 Wolf Tone 230 Off The Bru 3J20 Elpidos 
250 Emerald Storm 420 Montrave 455 Ottawa 

GOING: Good. 

■ LelUhand galloping course ; run-in 210yds. 

■ Course Is E of town on A768. Ayr station (hatf-farady service 
from Gtaqgpw) Lm. ADMISSION: OubS16; Cmrtsand £8 [OAF* 
hatf-pdoe). CAR PARK: Free. 


1 WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Ncoe. 
LONGDISTANCE BUNNER&Sualey Bra (3£Ql&Otiamw(456) 
1 h»*e beei sera 37D mUes hy p f&boDa Bran Dbchem, Sanenwi. 

o~9rtl WEST SOUND RADIO ‘NH’ NOVICE HUR- 
DLE (CLASS E) £3J)00 added 2m 4f 

1 &D31D5 CHffPBI OUT (Iff M Tcdwta 6 11 9 M Dwyer 

2 25-1 JBTHBB(38J J OB 7 11 9 GUpta 

3 P34261 POTTBnBN!rmP)DM«taiTU.9 _SJdtomn 

4 60CMXP CLASSCAL CHOICE (SO] J Banlay 5 114 ATtmrtan 

5 0P6 C0RSTON JOKER (SO) L Lungs 6114 Tffoad 

6 000 N00SAS0UDfSl)LUa«)BU4 APhfcCOy 

7 25-3035 SMWRDCW)J6taKfc7H4 BDHMtay 

8 000 1ME KM30N RUSTIER (IS FWtaon 6114 ADtafo 

9 3-00202 SUSOnr MBIT (UQ J Rcfietod 5 11 4 LWyw 

ID 05 MKFTDfC(42JIAsMRBrtty7U4 PMWBfl 

-lOdedared- 

BETTMGt 54 MltaRfoi MJeffota, MTtataf N^t, IMOflppetf 
Out. WotfTooa, 12-1 SK Word, IB-1 Canton Joker, 20-1 atom 


ROWL SCOTS DRAGOON GUARDS CUP 
HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) £5J)00 3m 
3f UDyd& 

BOBfflf OMBf (20] (D| D A town 32 12 0 Jlr P Cogg* 
CAR0USa.B0atE7pD)(Q(BF)M Hammond 13 120 — _ 

taCtoraer® 

COUfIKrDWSDGBI P5) TWbfort 7 120-MrNMlta ® 

nBECT(20)JBtartil3120 tt(Mk(7) 

0fF1tEBm(17}IQMnSBBdiimll320 

ARMBntfana(7) 

FOUIKtt. BSUE B7) T FUwn 12 12 0_JR F Jtarea (5) 
nm-JESim (17) MsJSDto 12 120 _»c»arey(6) 
R0WL STREAM (K) Ms 0 Jatatm 9 12 OLllr A PMtar (7) 
80UmBMMSm{2to<Cttiatat)BtB!nl3120 

-9dedreJ- ^ 

Royal talar, 7-2 Off Tim Bra, 5-1 Cuaatiy TanaRm, 6-1 
m MtatraL 8-1 Pl«Ml iMOfo Borera Owe* 10-1 triton 


6 4WU-2 

7 221-2 II 

s rm* 

9 444410 


BETTTCG: 5-2 
UreeLSoato 


HYPERION 

Z30 Bolero Boy 3JK> Super Rocky 3-30 Ftir- 
san 4 jOO Nabhaan (nb) 430 Raheen 5 j05 SIAM) 

TALL (nap) 5^5 tonus 

GOING: Good to Firm. 

STALLS: Straight crease - sends side; round course - Inside. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low for 6C High for lm. 

H Rigtu-hand course. A sharp track with tigte betxb. 

■ Course Is E of dty on 86266. ADMISSION: Chrb 312; Tat- 
tereaib 38; SDver Bng S4; Course 32. CAR PARK: Car and up 
to (bar occupants Is course endoeore &8; ratander tree. 


BLINKERED FIRST TIME: SobIbi (4.00). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
UWG4B8EANCS BONNEBSs AIStaOK), 8rata(L0O)A Mta 
Frlare |'4J0> rent 279 mBes to J Dunlop fimn Arundel, W Sussex 

fooril EBF SHAROW MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
L±^rJ D) £SfiOO added ZfO Sf 

1 BBfS BDGE P Ifodtoi 9 0 fftataoS 

2 BOtoBBET Denys Srrsh 90 LttereockB 

3 5 B0IBI) BOY (14) (BF) M w Eastoty 9 0 — DrtaGtaoa3 

4 DOUaE ACTION TEasSnty 90 MBM4 

5 5 IR FORTWHNKS p8) J L 9 0 RlARtoS 

6 PLAN fOR PB Of irM Jahrerai 90 IWeertrl 

7 ROMAN BR> A Java 90 IWtolB 

8 S8GGBMNU Cham 90 K0ariey2 

9 6 THE BS MAN (fl) M WEas»ty90. Tlws 8 

ID TOWS BKMn J Berry 9 0 1 Carrol 7 

-lOdaetared- 

B£niN&3-15MMmM, 7-2 Data Action, 4-1 FlK For fton, 9-2 Ttag 
Btatft 6-1 Bciaro Boy, Tfca Baa Mto, 7-1 Iff tatyafota, 0-2 otter* 

I O firt'l COPT tEWKKCLAMNG STAKES (CLASS 
l.r 'y vj F) £3^00 added 5f 

1 00404-0 Ue0IIMRAND(2l9nJBe>iy49 7 J Carol B 

2 051-140 StraR0CWta)(CtoBB®aran7 96JfBiBtaaW8 

3 435432 SEADTOH43)(toDChB^nanT95 ACMCW2 

4 251MB IA StAJOET (ID) (D) N Tutor 4 9 4 Tirol? 

5 543100 JOHN 0TM8IMS (10) (D) Ms AKirgll90 A Garth 5 

6 132230- C0MC WNIWr (164) 89 M wane 3 8 11 KDtaylO 

7 5250QD OHNONOIAGAM [73) B Uway 4 8 10 TWtal 

8 0 OLD MlSHWWG^ Postal 3 BID !R»Mno3 

9 035005 BfTCH (SB) G Keftr 4 S 9 P Roberts p) 1 

10 EOOOOO HANKAIDADE p} [DJ Don Ennco 6usa 5 8 0._Mm TktHer 9 

-30RM* 

a£TT»6: 3-1 La Sotmet. 7-2 comic Ftaaey.SeaOeer. 4-1 Ia»iSV». 
no, Septr Hn«*y. B-l John ODrcana, 33-1 rfberi 

! l oort l COCKED HAT ‘COCK OTHE NORTH* 
HANDICAP (CLASS C)£7750 3Y01m 

1 4413- »HaL(i96)TEasBto9T HBkdte 

2 2H31D-0 «.SWiaMJDirt0s96 JUMayl 

3 33100- UUJFKIB0Y(1S7)PK3K8U GRUB 

i 00-3 RJRSJW (USA) OS5 N Graham 8 B Dtfantai2 

5 5f4 CmSffltS CHOKE (2« J Betti SB™^_ lArttaS 

6 540 WBAp4}AJaus36-- J late 7 

7 36355 KAZRBERA (12) WBwy65 PFtouy(5]3 

8 140103 Mtsrawo DAWN CWJPBFJUOotoi 712^ ftaton 4 

9 1-22542 neilREMAGKpS) 5BMRTG7U JfCaAfo5 

-9dartnd- 

BEBK MftHaB.4-Ifo Mefl, Ttortre Magfc 6-1M Sbta, RR^hf 
DM 8-lTaafaa Bay. ID-1 Yazza, 12-lOhees 


loOrtl BOOKER NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS C) £7^500 added 4YD 2m 

1 31411* ttUMEMNGmpO)(D)OShB«UilU.3DJA)lcCatto 

2 533101 SHMfGEDGE(S)(CIJ)TEa5C<toi012(7B4 LWyer 

3 PP411 BFBJOS (4Q (to u Hsrmonri 10 11 RQwrfity 

4 613030 MSDOM (23) (to K Uopn 10 0 ASSbA 

5 005S3 mmnDCHptoJGoue joo Gcreatto 

-Sdeckasd- 

AWrwrr IOsl TniatantapiKigts Wfedom 9st IK* TeeWHch Ba 4b 
BEITWG: lD-U/Wra Ducer, UShUngEtfoh IMfota, U-ltito- 
doat,G*-lTe4*Vaflidi 

r^ertl GEORGE GRAHAM MEMORIAL HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS C) £7J>00 added 3m If 

1 2F1156 SUNLEY BAT (33) (D) P Mchofc 10 11 10 A P McCoy 

2 124151 9BMUSTDRM (Z7)(9)PMon0h9116 GCrtfl(5) 

3 B22UF PUSIAN (37) N TnMor 7 11 0 Q Bradey 

4 203320 PMSGUrtEI(21)rt) MHanrrnondSlOB — RDronDody 

5 123P31 MMFA (91) 88 Q Fkrads 8 ID 6 ADobUn 

6 306RPP ELAND DALE (40) (Dj D McCune 11 10 0 Alheota 

Mtinum ae(8rt IOsl Tnc lanti^ Mend Gab Ss 13R. 

BETTW64 2-1 Eroerohl Stem, 3-1 Ffcto Guoaar, 7-2 Prottao, 4-1 Mta, 
9-2 Stmiey Bqy, B0-1 Wart Gaia 

W G WALKER NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
LTry] (CLASS D) (for Egsnton Cup) £5^00 2m , 

1 32-211F UCmURUf(5^(to(8^toiMRmiey8120 J»M«n i 

2 D 32021 1BMIRAVE (40) (CD) P Montesh 7 11 4 GCabRIS) 

3 322313 REBELKMG(lto(to UBBnet610S PWaggaH . 

4 FQ22S2 POHTBf A STORM (33) (Bf) M Harvmnd 7 10 1 

— _J4r C Borrar (3) 

5 RJ32PP EXPLORE MOWMLp^TDje 5 10 0 B Store? 

-Sdedaiod- 

Mhtown UkL Tme handcap wej^ic Bpo/e ManM 99 5Bi 

BETTINS: 6-4 Loetatafo, 2-1 Montrevn, 7-2 HoM Ktog, 5-1 Port ta A 
Stora, 25-1 Erofon MondM 

A RC| FRTB4DIY HOTELS HANDICAP HURDLE 
m (CLASS B) £7^00 added 3m 2f llOytte 

1 660000 AnAOHE(a7)LUro>8Un Jt DuMoody 

2 011325 SPARKY GAXIE (38) (C) C Pata 6 11 9 8 Storey 

3 00-2PQP tSLAItJ jeWB. P4J J Boetty 8 U 7 MBodey 

4 2022FO YMRR(20)J0U6Um B Upton 

5 324311- INUNCHEDD 9B7) K] R Alan 7 10 10 GBraBey 

6 3J4TC1 ffirilON PO«T (IS) Dffcholson 7 109 

7 20105 Z«MHWrot(llSA)(2DWSaw»51DB RMcMrth(7) 

8 23434 CdTOMft 07) P Men*. 6 10 7 A P McCoy 

9 P-36012 IMO (ISA) {97} (BF) L LirtB) 5 10 4 Fftoortt 

ID P11441 CWS RUN PS) (to 1 Itaon 8 10 0 RSqaie 

U /UMOQ TOFTORMa (12) F Watson 9 ID 0 A Debtor 

-Udectaml- 

MWafir ICSt 7tup handap m&tx Cats Rut 9a JJfo ri*fom*r 8st 4t 
BETONR: 11-4 NreriMPotat. 9-2 SpHky^yfo-S-l Ottowa, 11-2 Zaato- 
reer, MAttariatoB-lTtaactatta, 10-1 YMimL 12-1 eHws ' 


fTrtrtl FARM FED CHICKEN HANDICAP (CLASS 
1.^1 D) £5^250 added 3YO lm 4f 60yds 

1 331405 SAABM(USA)(12)JDurtop9 7 KDartay5 

2 6*100-2 NABWNUtoOMtay93 BCwtaraS 

3 243640 CLASSC LOVEH (1^ R H»e 9 0 AMKfoty2 

4 32156-2 NOSE NO BOUNDS n M Johostiai 8 13 IWeerorS 

5 000- H*t-H00 YAROOM (177) WRHemB 13 WRwl 

6 04310 BMG0RBBM(2toCBnsito&8— ~_SMEaU4 

7 004321 JWRS0NMIK(22)(toTEas»tiy87 UBMi7 

-Tifoetoad- 

BEITMBr 94 Ntotara 5-2 Nacelle Boaad^ 114 Jtaaca tab, B-lBm| 
Offering. T l irafa , B-lCtosetc lew, 16-1 Hal Hco Vaoren 


ZoS] RAW. RHODES AND «S MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) (DIV f) £4y400 added 3YD lm 

1 5 ABSOUIIEUIUPM{USAJ (IS) E Dirtoe 90 IMa4 

2 435- SUFOFSMM(lB7}M5tSHal90 KDreieyS 

3 4-3 HEMfflSUie>(3toGWlae90 ACtaklS 

4 N04flMNWRHan90 TSftaall 

5 NURWCStn p0fl Mo DThuraor 9 0 D Peres (3) 7 

6 FB08ARN GUVNOR JGkMt 90 SOMtareU 

7 234- R»0| (USA) <M5)M Store 90 DrerelWtaroiB 

B 0 KC(WT0N(B}PCta9O JNBbdrS 

9 2- lMSALCnY(2S3)HCfecd90 JVRret 

10 BnGtffPErMNSanth89 NCoonartoalO 

11 3- WI— E1IA (USA) (226) J Sagan 8 9 ICrenlM 

12 0 anPOLGBI(U|GOOD)dB9 JlCocMrerela 

13 00- KUDOS BUE (189) J Betal 8 9 TWren I 

14 03- WSSPRAM»(lBtoP9ta)n89 DHretaa2 

15 50- HSSnSH(lS2]J0uta89 BDcffUdi 

-lSdedreeri- 

BETlWGb 114 Ural toy. 3-llfebeea, 93 Netaan, " 1 CM— l 
H enry Wand, 12-1 BM— PW, 16-1 Pretygres 6evW, 20-1 tares 

[crtKl NEWBY APPRENDCE HANDICAP (CLASS 
| j e) £4^250 added 5f 

1 241202 <2WRiaLmu.(ltoltoSBBoMng5910JEdroarte{a)3 

2 312112 STAND TALL (20) (BF) CThoTlOnl 9 7 G—tCU)7 

3 313000 UAB»CrtM9AE|8}MWE£SB!0y597_!>Sw M nay (3)12 

4 063550 MUROto (toDQtapnrei791 KStod(5)8 

5 212056 FSIDSSRME LANE (14) Lta L Sektsl 5 9 0 

TSkUefl (10) E 

6 000060 reWSW5HMG(lQ)NB)£nA4SU. — feHanratlD 

7 140050 ARCLAW’Dtofto EA J0rt«lD89 -VUate Applefo^ 11 

8 250606- ABLE 5HEBFF pOSXto U W Eisterty 4 8 8 .jOBrer Caeey 1 

9 458400 CfOM Wffl) (1^ M Vttine 4 8 6 IDretaU 

ID 001-000 BUNfFS0NTB«tlto(toFUe4 85 TB<U(5)4 

11 260040 BLUE LU8ANA{9) N 4 8* IVOMreraG 

12 250620 CaS0fCHAPPfTO(D)DChepnHn584 ^ttan^2 

13 002008 HYS00SGN(73)(toUEtt?682 P Doe (5)9 

- 13 de cl ared - 

BETTING: 04 Stand TaB, 4-1 CkKtaal HA 6-1 Afata Sheriff, Fetaer- 
atoaa Lrere, 8-lCbaaky Otsppy, Katar. 12-lothere 

MU. RHODES AND VBS MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) (DIV H) £4,400 added 3YD lm 

1 BOUH JACOB TEasretiy 90 HBWi4 

2 «- FOWOA«D{lBl}PHare90 -6IW1D 

3 0224-2 MWSP6)(BBPn*J{,n90 DHrtriml 

4 LAIM (DVERfSH) UCfTiatfuSO — . — lQarw*2 

5 0 LA2AU (USA) (14) t Cbruc 9 0 1 Tate 14 

6 RABEAIBMEW5DTterar;90 079*0)8 

7 0 ROXAL RESULT (USA) (10) M 5tD^e 9 0 De®i {OcXSOMl 11 

8 03-0 WKAFEX (VS*H14) D More, 9 0 RCednaeS 

9 2 WOW (USA) CO) (BF) RCnr^90 JIDBrieyn 

10 CaiA’SRWB0WM3tr,£3 1 Fortune 7 

U ESQUUERfiA) jGcaoer.59 CanaOfi 

12 B6XFtWFUa89-~- JWa»erl2 

u » reRreniALUBff(2itoK**^ao j—casana 

M 00- SALSIAN (175) S ftists 8 9 -ACAreroS 

-Mdedand- 

BETTUQ: 52 WWm. 114 EsqriDne. 7-2 Lotus. 11-2 Furtarta, 8-1 
Twrefok, 12-1 Royal RkuB, IB-1 Bolta Jacob, 25-1 eltien 


sport 

Alhaarth 
to prove 
no small 
wonder 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 


Racing aficionados have been 
here many times before but, 
nevertheless, the tap of adren- 
alin will once again be twisted 
full open this afternoon. One 
poor animal always gets sackfuls 
of expectation thrown over its 
shoulders at the season’s outset 
and this year the beast of bur- 
den is Alhaarth. The colt has to 
win today to keep notions alive 
that he might be the new won- 
der horse. 

If a wash of popular emotion 
counts for anything Alhaarth 
will indeed collect Newmar- 
ket’s Craven Stakes as be is 
trained by Didr Hern, who rais- 
es applause even in his most 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP; Dotnak Amaam 
(Newmarket ZOO) 

NB: Storm Trooper 
(Newmarket 3XT5) 

crotchety moments. The Major 
considers that Alhaarth was 
the best two-year-old he has 
ever trained and now comes the 
test to see if the colt can elevate 
hims elf to the station of some 
of Hem’s other Classic winners, 
Brigadier Gerard, Nashwan, 
and Troy. 

Minutiae means much where 
a champion juvenile is con- 
cerned and the prosaic conver- 
sation in Lambourn this spring 
has concerned how much Al- 
haarth has grown over the win- 
ter. Not much seems to be the 
simple answer, but Hern re- 
mains convinced that his horse 
has developed in other direc- 
tions. 

This afternoon 's field may be 
small but it wOl satisfy the 
purists because as well as Al- 
haarth, last year’s Dewhurst 
Stakes victor, it also features 
Beauchamp King, who won the 
other great test of juvenile abil- 
ity, the Racing Post Trophy. 
That renewal, though, looked 
the lowest calibre for several 
years. 

A third name to toss into the 
stew is POmmard who has not 
achieved great heights on form 
but who has been incomparable 
in conversation in Newmar- 
ket’s watering holes this last 
fortnight. However, the recent 
fortunes of his trainer, John 
Gosden, suggest there may be 
a fiat black cat on the drive at 
Stanley House. Alhaarth (3.40) 
has to be the selection. 

The preceding Fetiden 
Stakes contains no fewer than 
eight entries for the Deiby. 
Heron Island will be well fan- 
cied as he carries the daunting 
mantle of being Peter Chapple- 
Hyam’s Epsom horse, but the 
winner may be prodtu«d by a 
man who has Derby candidates 
like frog spawn in bis yard this 
season. 

Hemy Cedi has made a 
hugely successful start to the 
campaign and is represented 
here by Storm lhwper (next 
best 3.05), one of many talent- 
ed animals he sent up the Poly- 
track gallop on Whiren Hffl 
early yesterday morning be- 
fore the hooded eyes of sever- 
al pale pressmen. 

it is a measure of the battal- 
ion at Warren Place that Storm 
Trooper is considered some way 
behind the vanguard There are 
warmer words for Tenby’s broth- 
er Bright W&ter (who runs at 
Newbury on Saturday), Silver 
Dome (an entry for San down’s 

Cassic Trial) and a cott who may 

mature into the best of the lot. 
Commander In Chiefs half- 
brother, Dushyantor. 
Yesterday’s results, page 27 

Niarchos tribute 

Hemy Cecil, who trained for 
Stavros Niarchos, the shipping 
m ag na te who died on Monday 
at the age of 86, yesterday paid 
Ins tributes. “He was a very good 
and .loyal owner," Cedi said. 
“This is sad news indeed” 
Obituary, page 18 
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sport 


Birds of a feather plot London Marathon triumph* 


Grete Waitz accomplished 
much during her running career, 
.but in the last year she has 
achieved something rare in- 
deed - persuading Liz McCol- 
gan to change her mind. 

The 3 1 -year-old Scotswoman 
- always determined, sometimes 
dour- will toe the line in the Flo- 
ra London Marathon on Sunday 
a far more relaxed and confident 
athlete than she was a year ago 

thanks to Wiilz’s intercession. 

Soon after the last London 
Marathon, where she finished 


fifth, McColgan wrote to the leg- 
endary Norwegian -twice a win- 
ner in London, nine times in New 
York - to take her up on an of- 
fer she had made to coach her. 

Waitz, who now lives in 
Gainesville. Florida, noticed Mc- 
Colgan while the Scotswoman 
was training there in the winter 
before the 1994 race. ‘'When I 
saw her I just shook my head," 
Waitz said yesterday. “She was 
running 140 miles aweek and she 
looked tired all the time. I told 
her I didn't want to interfere, but 


if she wanted my advice or my 
help. I was available." 

A few months later, after fin- 
ishing a far from happy fifth in 
London, McColgan wrote to the 

Norwegian. It was not easy for her 

to do. “Grete has always been an 
idol of mine," McColgan said. 
“Even though Td won the world 
title and everything, to go up and 
talk to sotneooeyou had looted 
up to all your life - it was quite 
an in timidatin g feeling." 

She has not regretted her de- 
cision. Since linking up with 


Roe on the attack 
over Masters slur 


Golf 


Mark Roe has rebuffed the 
suggestion that he -stormed" 
out of Augusta after missing the 
half-way cut in the US Masters 
last week. 

The Sheffield player, in 
France for the Cannes Open 
starting at Royal Mougins today, 
is angry about speculation 
which implied he might not be 
invited back to the Masters 
following comments he made 
about the course. 

“I didn't storm oul at all." 
said Roe. who had rounds of 74 
and 79 on his dehul in the event. 
"What I did say was that 1 didn't 
put the course in my top 20. It's 
too short for that and the only 
way they have to defend it is to 
trick up the greens. But I loved 
the place. The atmosphere is 
terrific and I had a great week." 

Roe was level-par after 16 
holes of the first round, but then 
had a double-bogey at the 17th 
and the following day. needing 
a 72 to survive, ran into a suc- 
cession of problems. They do 
not appear lo have /oUo»wJ him 
back to Europe, however, as the 
= 


33-year-old shot a seveo-under- 
par 64 in yesterday's pro-am cur- 
tain-raiser. 

Jf ever 3 player urgently 
needed a return to form it is 
Roe. He has missed the cut in 
1 1 of his last 13 tournaments, 
a run going back to the Open 
last July. That record can part- 
ly be put down to the break-up 
of his marriage. The 1994 
French Open champion re- 
vealed last month that he had 
considered suicide. 

Only three of the 12 Euro- 
peans who were at Augusta 
have flown to Cannes - and. like 
Roe. David Gilford and Cosian- 
tino Rocca. also missed the 
cut. Gilford's early exit was the 
more surprising since he 
matched Nick Faldo's opening 
round of 69. Whereas Faldo 
added a 67 and went on to 
record his remarkable victory', 
however. Gilford shot a second- 
day 78. 

: i started bogey-bogey’ and 
just couldn't get back into it," 
said the 50-year-oid. who is 
looking for his first victory since 
the 1994 European Open. 

The drama of FaJdo's tri- 
umph over Greg Norman may 


Botham braced for defeat 


Cricket 


lan Botnam has prepared him- 
self for disappointment in the 
race to hccome an England se- 
lector. The former all-rounder 
has attracted some support in 
his bid to join Ray Illingworth's 
panel, but the indications Iasi 
night were that he will not win 
enough votes to finish either 
first or second of the eight can- 
didates. 

The result will be announced 
at Lord's today, but Botham 
said yesterday: "I'm a betting 
man, and to be honest. 1 
wouldn't lay too much on my 
chances." And. anticipating a 
disappointing result, he added: 
“I’ll be back next year and the 
next and the one after that if 
nevessarv" 


David Graveney, standing 
for re-election after one year on 
the selection committee, is 
favourite to finish top of the poll 
when voles cast by the IS first- 
class counties plus MCC and 
Minor Counties are counted this 
morning. 

Illingworth is unlikely to be 
too pleased if that prediction 
proves accurate. Graveney was 
set to stand against Illingworth 
as chairman just a few weeks 
ago until the Cricketers' Asso- 
ciation - for whom he is chief 
executive - told him to with- 
draw. citing a clash of interests. 

There may be better news for 
Illingworth when the name 
of the second successful candi- 
date is announced as Brian Bo- 
lus or John Edrich. both of 
whom have the backing of the 
chairman, are thought to be 


well in the running for election. 

Graham Gooch, Chris Cow- 
drey. Kim Barnett and Geoff 
Miller are the other candidates. 

The openers Stewart Hutton 
and Michael Rosebeny rewrote 
the Durham record books in a 
run riot at The Parks yesterday. 

Hutton and Roseberry es- 
tablished a new record part- 
nership for the county of 334, 
batting through the first days 
play against Oxford University 
at The Parks. Left-hander Hut- 
ton’s 172 not out was a career 
best, while his captain. Rose- 
berry, finis hed on 145, his first 
century for Durham. 

At Fenner’s Hugh Morris 
and David Hemp each scored 
unbeaten centuries for Glam- 
organ against Cambridge 
University. 

Scoreboard, page 27 
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Liz McColgan (left) has 
.. Grete Waitz (right) to 
thank for resurrecting 
her ailing career. Mike 
Rowbottom reports 



Waitz, her mileage has come 
down to something doser to 100 
miles a week, and she has mixed 
in track sessions as she used to 
in 1991 when she won the world 
10,000 metres title. And she is 
feeling good on it 


“Very many runnmgo from 
one training system to another 
because they read about what 
others are doing," Waitz said. “1 
think Liz was a little tat insecure. 
When we sat down and talked 
it was just a case of getting her 


to go back to the type of train- 
ing she did five or six years ago. 

“W: speak the same language; 
i have been where Liz is. 1 tell 
liz, T have dooc the mistates for 
you so yon don’t have to do 
them. 1 My biggest problem was 
to convince her she should have 
some easy days in her framing. 

“Sometimes she has tried to 
do it a little bit her way and a tit- 
tle bit mine and 1 have not been 
hajpr with tbaL So I said etther 
do it my way or we don't do it 
at alL” So now they do it her way. 


"It is very, vciv difficult to get 
someone you can talk to mid has 
the same ideas asyourself, Mc- 
Colgan said. “Grete and myself 
are on the same wawteqgth- 
The biggest problem l naa 
when iwas self-trained was 
that I would tend tobe too bard 
on. myself. With Grete I have 
more confidence about easing 
back. I trust her judgement 
“If I had not met Grete when 
I did I would probably have just 

run mvselfmto the ground. Iwas 

getting injury after injury. 1 would 


probably sdfl haw 

and still hitting my head agmnsi 

the wall not gening the perior- 

nances I should have tfone. 

Both arc confident that Sun- 
day could mark an end to (hat 

sequence. “When Iseewhml^ 

isdoing in training and look at 
what I did I don't see any rea- 
son why she can t run as fast as 

I did or even fester.” 

“With the marathon, anytlung 
can happen on the day. Bui 
based on her training* she 
should win on Sunday. 


prove to be a tough act to fol- 
low when the Tour resumes af- 
ter a fortnight’s break. But 
Peter Baker, heralded as the 
heir apparent to Faldo when he 
burst on to the scene a decade 
ago, has been inspired enough 
tty wh. happened to set him- 
self a i ew target for the sea- 
son. 

“‘Ew ybody says their goal for 
the year is to win one tourna- 
ment WelL what’s wrong with 
saying you want to win eight?” 
the 2S-year-old said. “It seems 
like a dice number.’’ 

Baker beat Faldo with a play- 
off eagle at the 1988 Benson and 
Hedges International and Fal- 
do himself said at the time: 
"This is the star we've been wait- 
ing for." Only in 1993 did the 
Wolverhampton player live up 
to that billing. He won twice and 
was an outstanding performer 
at the Ryder Cup at The Bel- 
fry. But he has not lifted a tro- 
phy since. 

"I don’t think that what Fal- 
do said has been a burden for me 
to carry,” he said. "This is ray 10th 
year on lour and hopefully I’ve 
still got at least another 10 to 
come. I'm still very ambitious." 
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Chicago Bulls players celebrate their record-breaking 70th win of the season at Milwaukee 


Photograph: Jeffrey Phelps/AP 


Bulls lay claim to best of all time 


A Chicago TV station sent a 
news i-rew up in a helicopter 
to broadcast live the team's bus 
as it made the 90- mile drive 
north to the game, while 500 
reporters, no less, showed up 
from across America and the 
world to witness the deed itself 
in the Bradley Center in Mil- 
waukee. And the night’s ap- 
pointed heroes did not 
disappoint. With an 86- SO vic- 
toryover the Bucks, the Chica- 
go Bulls on Tuesday became 
the first NBA team to amass 
70 wins in a regular season, 
along the way staking their 
claim to be the best basketball 
team in history. 

In the end though, it was all 
rather routine, a less than 
scintillating day at the- office. 
When the deed was done, 
Michael Jordan and the rest 
presented their coaches with 
cigars. But in his moment of tri- 
umph the man who has 
edipsed A1 Capone and May- 
or Daley as the most famous 
Chicagoan in history sounded 
less euphoric than relieved. 

Maybe that was because 
the Bucks' gritty performance 


had the Bulls reaching inside 
themselves a little. At half- 
time Milwaukee led by 49-40. 
In the closing minutes Jordan 
had hoped to be on the bench 
savouring the hosannas of his 
nation. Instead, with 16 sec- 
onds to go. he was on court 
blocking a three-point at- 
tempt that would have 
brought the Bucks to within 
one. But then Steve Kerr, the 
Bulls guard, was fouled, and 
two converted penalty throws 
brought the final margin back 
to six points. 

“I guess we did enough, but 
we were a little lacklustre," Jor- 
dan said afterwards. “We’ve 
rewritten history, but now the 
play-offs and the pressure re- 
ally start. I’d give these 70 wins 
for the championship.” 

Such modesty, however, is 
probably superfluous. After a 
two-year hiatus while Jordan 
worked out a premature mid- 
life crisis playing indifferent mi- 
nor league baseball in 
Birmingham. Alabama, the 
natural order of the NBA uni- 
verse has been restored. In oth- 
er words, has anyone got a 


Rupert Cornwell 

witnesses history 
being made by 
Chicago in the NBA 

prayer of stopping the Bulls, 
champions in 1991. 1992 and 
1993, winning yet another 
crown in 1996? And. it must 
now be asked, are they the best 
NBA team ever? 

The answer to the fhst ques- 
tion is almost certainly, no. The 
Bulls have not lost more than 
once to any rival this season. 
Conceivably, a team or a scor- 
er on a white-hot night could 
beat them in one, possibly two 
games in the playoffs -but not 
in a best-of-seven series. Com- 
pared to a Bulls failure, Greg 
Norman's collapse in the Mas- 
ters on Sunday would seem as 
routine as a swoon at a teenage 
dancing party. 

But axe they the best of all 
time - better say, than Wit 
Chamberlain's LA Lakers of 
the early 1970s. whose record 
of 69-13 in 1971-72 fell to the 
Bulls on Tuesday? Certainly 


they are a more complete 
team than the three-times 
champions of earlier this 
decade. Jordan himself may 
have lost a shade of speed and 
brute strength but, NBA 
coaches agree, he is at 33 a wis- 
er, craftier player than be- 
fore, and a better leader than 
ever. He is also incidentally still 
good enough to take his eighth 
career league scoring title by 
a street, averaging 30.6 points 
a game, against 27.0 for his 
nearest rival, Hajeem Olaju- 
won of the Houston Rockets, 
the current usurpers on the 
NBA throne. 

The chemistry is marvellous 
too. At the highest echelon, 
Jordan and All-Star point 
guard Scottie Pippen work 
better together than ever. The 
talents of Dennis Rodman, 
basketball's foul-mouthed, or- 
ange-haired, all-over tattooed 
bad boy, have been success- 
fully harnessed - though Rod- 
man did miss six games for 
butting a referee earlier ibis 
year. But the Bulls took that 
deprivation in their stride. 
Contraiy to what many experts 


expected, the team has shown 
extraordinaiy depth. 

At least as much as the trio 
of mega-stars, the heroes of the 
season have been the likes of 
Randy Brown, James Edwards, 
Jud BuechJer and Steve Kerr 
and Luc Longjey - hardly jour- 
neymen of their sport, but not 
household names either. All 
have exhibited that astonishing 
single-mindedness of purpose: 
“We desetve to win 7 0," Pip- 
pen said at the weekend, “be- 
cause we\e been so focused for 
every single game." 

But the best in history? The 
question is no more answer- 
able than whether Louis 
would have beaten Ali, or 
Bobby Jones have defeated 
Jack Nicklaus. The game has 
changed, argues the Cleve- 
land Cavaliers coach, Mike 
Fratello, “but 1 can attest to 
their greatness.” Pippen 
makes the same point. “I 
don’t think you can compare 
teams with the 1970s, but for 
anyone 20 years old or so, they 
can look at us and say we’re 
the best basketball team 
they’ve ever seen.” 


Silverstone 
try to corner 
British GP 

Motor racing 


Silverstone yesterday unveiled 
plans to make itself the per- 
manent home of the British 
Grand Prix. The Northamp- 
tonshire circuit has already se- 
cured the rights to the British 
race until 2001, but the owners 
believe that they can ensure it 
slays there. 

Work has been done on the 
track itself to increase speed 
and safety following advice 
given by the drivers after last 
year’s race. The industrial es- 
tate which is housed in the 800- 
acre site will also be expanded 
to create a race technology 
park. 

The owners are also hopeful 
that Jackie Stewart will base his 
new Formula One team at the 
circuit when his Ford-backed 
t eam begins racing in Formula 
One next year. 

The chronic traffic congestion 
which also affects the British 
Grand Prix each year could 
also be eased by the end of the 
century, with plans to link the 
M40 and M 1 motorways with a 
dual carriageway. 

Rival tracks Brands Hatch 
and Donington - which have 
both previously staged grands 
prix - are faced with very large 
costs to meet new safety stan- 
dards should they want to 
mount a challenge to Sihrer- 
stone. 


From Mr T Curds 
j Sir Well done the RFU! After 
Cliff Brittle’s appointment in 
January and a period for fact- 
finding, consultation and nego- 
tiation, it was rjgbt to "draw a tine 
in the sand". Rugby union is liv- 
ing in difficult and dangerous 
times and Steve Bale tells us a 
sony tale of strident arrogance, 
personal vilification and greed by 
the “fop dubs”. The self-inter- 
ested bkisterings of Sir John. 
Hal] and EPRUC dp not seem 
to me to be the best way forward 
for the wider game. Their de- 
mands that the RFU must "sur- 
render" reminds me of a mob 
ranting “Whdderwe want? Mon- 
ey! When do we want it? Ncjw!". 
That may be intimidating, but 
that does not make it righL 

Fortunately our t^raeis more 
cerebral than soccer and I for 
one have every hope for the fu- 
ture. 

The RFU has to service the 
needs of all dubs both great and 
small. In particular, in the face 
of the collapse of rugby coach- 
ing in state schools, we need the 
enxLlent but expensve new RFU 
structure of youth development 
officers, coaching and refereeing 
courses and all the neoes»ary in- 
frastructure and “admin” that 
goes into maintaining an dn-go- 
ingwde base of available and im- 
proving players. The RFU must 
continue to train our youth, and 
I we recruit from them, orwe die. 

[ Expensive imported talent may 
sparkle briefly, but English rug- 
by lives off it at its peril. 

The irresponsible demands 
which arc being bandied about 
for each “top” dub to be given 
£Lm are unrealistic and do not 


SPORTS LETTERS: 
THE STATE OF THE UNION 


The Rugby Football Union’s handling of their 
sport's move to professionalism provoked 
a strong response from Independent 
readers. Here is a selection of your views 


match the “product". Bath and 
Quins (and even Leicester) 
may be giving spectators value 
for money but the more typical 
unedifying error-bestrewn East- 
er fare served up in the 
Gloucester v Bristol game was 
made only marginally interest- 
ing by the relegation battle 
and a fluctuating scoreline. 
Poor handling and individual 
skills among the majority of 
EPRUC members do not war- 
rant inflatedplayer payments as 
yet - certainly not to the detri- 
ment of support of the wider 
game. 

I very much hope Sir John 
and his EPRUC cohorts now 
admit they have tried but failed, 
and now agree to go along with 
the RFU and the wishes of the 
vast army of rugbyimion sup- 
porters who voted overwhelm- 
ingly for a “seamless" structure. 
Yours faithfully, 

TIMCTJNIS 
London SW14 

From Mr R Dickson 
Sin I am one of these belea- 
guered folk who stand on the ter- 
races of rugby grounds on most 
Saturdays during the winter to 
support their chosen rugby dub. 

In many ways I don't care if 
this dispute is settled or not as 
1 am sure (hat Bath will continue 


to play on a Saturday and I will 
continue to go and support 
them. However I cannot see 
anything but disaster for the 
smaller (amateur) dubs and 
the RFU unless they very rapid- 
ly get their act together. • 

The RFU and smaller dubs 
have a great stadium in Twick- 
enham but tittle else. Who will 
pay for TV rights or even a match 
ticket. to see an international side 
made up of players from the 
Third Division. However crowds 
will buy tickets and TV compa- 
nies will fight for the rights to 
games tike Bath or Leicester vs 
Toulouse. Twickenham may not 
be available for the venue bra 
Wembley isn’t a bad stadium. 

Where does this leave the 
RFU and the smaller dubs? 
Nope of the great players, a 
Third Division international 
side and a debt on a stadium 
they couldn’t sell tickets for! . 
Who but an idiot could think 
that they have a good negotiat- 
ing stance. 

Yours sincerely 
RF DICKSON 
Banbury. Oxon 

From N Parry and p Irvine 
Sin It appears to two rugby en- 
thusiasts that it is the RFLTs view 
that they alone should control die 
organisation and money flows of 


ffie newpfofesskmi rugby gam 
in England. It now appears tha 
they also wish to have a signifi 
cant influence on matters in thi 
other Home Unions. • . 

We wonderwhether the RFL 
would after their view if the pro 
fessfonal organisation coverinj 
the First and Second Divisior 
clubs approached the othei 
.Home Unions and suggest ec 
they could enter an England skk 
into.a Five Nations tournameni 
as a replacement for the.RFU: 
If that happened: ■ 

•the professional game ir 
England would have a signifi- 
cant revenue source to sustain 
the game; , " ' ' 

•the Five Nations tourna- 
ment would survive without the 
remaining Home Unions being 
treated as poor relatfonsr ■- 
•and the professional game 
in England would be run by pro- 
fessional businessmen, while 
the RFU couldnnt the amateur 
game. •; . 

ft would aisD serve to show tiiei 
-RFllthat although the top ecfc 
elon of the game has<3ianged the 
vast majority has-not The vast 
majority still beheves rugby 
unwtttsmore than justaTwaey 
“along machine for the few:' . 

Yours sincerely ' 

N PARKY and* IRVINE - 
London EC4- ■ 

From Mr A Barr ’ 

Sir. Look on the bright side. At 
least England’s rugby union 
administrators nake their crick- 
eting counterparts look com- 
petent. 

Yours sincerely, ..v-~ 
ANDREW BARR V * 
Loudon NWS . , > ' * > Z 
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Bordeaux 
and Bayern 
reach final 


27 


Football 


si 

s' 


Bayern 

nich next month after com- 
pleting an 18-match campaign 
to reach the Uefa Cup final. The 
un fancied French side, lying 
15th in their domestic league, 
sealed a 2-0 aggregate semi-fi- 
nal victory over Slavia Prague 
. with a 1-0 home victory on 
Tuesday. They began their Eu- 
ropean quest in the much-ma- 
ligned Interro*.. Cup nine 
months ago. 

Their victory ended an 18- 
year gap since the last French 
team reached the Uefa final — 
Bastia in 197S- after striker Di- 
die r Tholot scored the 46 th- 
minute winner. 

The match failed to reach the 
. heights of Bordeaux's stunning 
3-0 quarter-final win over Mi- 
lan, after they lost the first leg 
2-0 in Italy, but the French club 
were rarely troubled tw the 
Czechs on the way to then first 
European final. 

The Bordeaux coach, Gemot 
Rohr, said: “It may not have 
been as thrilling as our match 
with Milan but it was more im- 
; portant because it has put us 
into the final. Now I believe we 
• can win the trophy." 

Dutch midfielder Richard 
Witschge said reaching the fi- 
1 nal was the end of a long road. 
“In all, we’ve beaten 11 teams 
to get this far. I would never 
have thought that possible,” 
he said. 

Despite a team boasting 
three exceptionally talented 
; players in midfielder Zinedine 
; Zidane, striker Christophe 
Dugany and defender Bixente 
IJzarazu, all prime targets for 
foreign teams, including Arse- 
nal it can be no surprise the 
team have been unable to hit 
the heights on all fronts League 
form has undoubtedly suffered 
though the dub president, Alain 
Afflelou, will hear none of iL 
“I know a lot of coaches 
were against entering the In- 
tertoto Cup because they 
thought it would cut short play- 
ers' holidays and damage pre- 
season preparations,” he said. 

“But I saw it as a reprieve for 
a team which had narrowly 
missed out on a Uefa Cup 
place. In the end, we only cut 
short bolides by three days and, 
instead of playing friendly 
matches, we were playing offi- 
cial games. 

“Now I see lots of coaches 
from teams in mid-table are 
starting to talk about qualifying 
for the Intertoto Cup." 

If Bordeaux have their name 
. inscribed as 1996 Uefa Cup 


champions, it will all be con- 
sidered worth it but, curiously, 
they will not go down as Inter 
toto winners. 

The four teams who won 
theirway into the Uefa Cup last 
summer were paired up m the 
preliminary round which also 
counted as the Intertoto semi- 
finals. 

That left Bordeaux and an- 
other Bench team, Strasbourg, 
as Intertoto finalists, but it has 
apparently never been sug- 
gested that this final should ever 
be played. 

Bayern, comprehensive quar- 
ter-final conquerors of Not- 
tingham Forest, clinched a 
thrilling 4-3 aggregate win over 
Barcelona with a 2-1 victory at 
the Nou Camp. 

The Spaniards were 
favourites to reach the final af- 
ter holding Bayern to a 2-2 draw 
in Germany but Mehmet Scholl 
set up Bayern for the vital 
opening goal. 

Wing back Markus Babbel, 
whose terrible back-pass in the 
first leg led to Barcelona's sec- 
ond goal, made amends by 
putting Bayern ahead in the 
40th minute and the Germans 
went dear seven minutes from- 
time when Marcel Wilezcek 
made it 2-0. 

Substitute Ivan de la Pfcha 
scored a consolation goal for 
Barcelona two minutes from 
tine as his side tried desperately 
to force extra time. 

The arrival of De la Pena in 
the final minutes changed the 
game in which Barcelona had 
badly missed (be Romanian 
pbymaker Gheorghe Hagi, who 
was out with injury. 

Without a natural set-piece 
specialist, the Barcelona coach, 
Johan Cruyff, turned to Hagi’s 
compatriot Gheoighe Popescu 
to take a series of dangerous 
free-kicks that the Spaniards 
forced in the opening 15 minutes. 

But neither Pdpescu nor the 
Bosnian striker Meho Kodro, 
who was twice guilty of wasting 
passes after being put through 
by Jordi Cruyff; could make. the 
best of Barcelona's early dom- 
inance. 

Bayern’s victory, which fol- 
lowed last week's Spanish Cup 
final extra-time defeat against 
Atletico Madrid and a disap- 
pointing draw against Racing 
Santander over the weekend to 
lose ground in the title race, also 
ended Barcelona’s unbeaten 
home record this season to 
complete their miserable week. 

Bui Cruyff remained philo- 
sophical, claiming: “We have to 
be happy-you have to play well 
to be still playing the competi- 
tions at the end of the season.” 



Great Britain’s Kalbir Takher (right) dives In to challenge Larry Amar, of the United States, in the Six Nations’ pre-Olympic invitational hockey 
tournament in Atlanta. Great Britain maintained their good recent form with a 5*2 victory Photograph: AP 


Warrington 
end interest 
in Skerrett 

Rugby League 


DAVE HADFIELD 

Warrington have withdrawn 
their offer to Kelvin Skerrett af- 
ter deriding to wait no longer 
for an answer from the Wigan, 
Wales and Great Britain prop. 

Wigan have made Skerrett 
available in order to cut their 
wage ML but he would prefer a 
dub nearer his Yorkshire home. 

Wigan have asked the West- 
ern Reds to explain why they 
played Barrie- Jon Mather in an 
Optus Qip match without agree- 
ing a transfer with them. Math- 
er foiled in court to have himself 
dedared a free agent, but is in 
the process of an appeal. 

The farmer Wigan and Great 
Britain forward Billy McGinty 
has been told not to play again 
for his present dub, VVbrkington 
Tbwn, before the end of May. A 
brain scan has shown no bruis- 
ing but McGinty has suffered 
from headaches since playing in 
the Fiji Nines in February. 

Leeds’ new signing, Nathan 
PicchL is to train with his new 
team-mates for the first time to- 
day and could come into con- 
tention for Sunday’s game 
against Sheffield Eagles. 


McEnroe criticises Cup commitment 


Tennis 


John McEnroe, the greatest 
player in US Davis Cup histo- 
ry, yesterday launched another 
attack on the nation's leading 
playeis who do not want to play 
in the international competition. 

“For the life of me, I don’t un- 
derstand why players wouldn't 
want to do it," McEnroe said. 

For all his outrageous be- 
haviour and temperamental on- 
court outbursts, McEnroe was 
always a dedicated Davis Dip 
participant thro ugh exit his bril- 
liant career and still holds sev- 


eral US Cup records, including 
most wins (59), most matches 
played (69) and most years 
(12) on the team. 

“It’s the same old, same old 
thing that we have been bear- 
ing for years," said McEnroe of 
the excuses used for passing up 
the competition. “Scheduling is 
a problem and makes it difficult 
for the players, but at the same 
time, ultimately this is Davis 
Cup where you represent your 
country.” 

McEnroe’s statements were 
prompted by the refusal of four 
top-10 ranked Americans to 
play in the second round against 


the Czech Republic in Prague 
earlier this month. With Pete 
Sampras, Andre Agassi, 
Michael Chang and Tim Couri- 
er all missing the tie, the de- 
fending champions lost 3-2. 

“I'm not going to say that 
these guys don’t care, but ulti- 
mately there is no just no ex- 
planation for it that’s 
acceptable,” said McEnroe, 
whose younger brother Patrick 
played in Prague, losing the de- 
riding doubles match. 

The 37-year-old McEnroe 
was supposed to be promoting 
his appearance to the over-35 
Champions Tour tournament 


along with Jimmy Connors in 
Los Angeles next week. But 
questions about Davis Gip ded- 
ication among the current crop 
of American stars clearly struck 
a nerve. 

In fact, McEnroe, who has ac- 
tively campaigned for the job of 
US Davis Cup captain in the 
past, is no longer sure he wants 
the post 

“It has soured me in a sense, 
because I don’t want to go 
around begging guys to play,” 
he said. “1b me that should be 
the easy part. The tough part 
should be picking who is going 
to play." 


Peter Graf on £8.6m tax evasion charge 


Peter Graf, the father of Stef- 
fi Graf, the joint world No 1 
women’s player, was charged 
yesterday day with evading 
£8.6m in taxes by failing to re- 
port up to £18-6m of his daugh- 
ter's income. 

The Mannheim prosecutor's 
office filed the charges against 
Peter Graf and the Graf fami- 
ly tax adviser, Joadtim Eckardt, 
with the Mannheim state court 
stating the tax evasion took 
place between 1989 and 1993. 

GraL 57, has been in inves- 
tigative custody in a Mannheim 


prison since his arrest on 2 Au- 
gust Eckardt who is also jailed, 
was arrested on 25 September. 
Prosecutors have said both are 
being held to prevent them 
from fleeing or destroying evi- 
dence. 

Peter Wechsung, the Mann- 
heim prosecutor, said there 
was still no evidence that Stef- 
fi Graf had a role in the tax eva- 
sion, although she is still under 
investigation. 

According to Wechsung, the 
charges against the two men 
consist of 237 pages of evidence. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Smith retires at Gloucester 


Rngby Union 

Tim Smith, the second highest 
points scorer in Gloucester’s his- 
tory. is to retire from the first- 
class game at the end of this 
season. 

The full-back, who played a 
key role in the dub's recent 
Courage League One victory 
over title-chasing Bath, is con- 
sidering a move into local dub 
rugby and also has ambitions to 
join Richard Hill’s new coach- 
mg set-up at Kingsholm. 
w* Smith, who will be 34 next 


month, has made 348 first- 
team appearances in 14 years at 
Gloucester. During that time he 
has collected 2,737 points - 
second only to Peter Butler. 

Cockermouth, the Cumbri- 
an club, have been relegated 
two divisions in the Courage 
Chibs' Championship after fal- 
sifying a match result card for 
their North West One game 
against Blackburn. Originally 
they faced a 12-month ban af- 
ter being found guilty of play- 
ing three ineligible players m 
the game. 


Pankratov loses records 


Swimming 

World records set by the Eu- 
ropean champion, Denis 
Pankratov, cannot be reco 
nised because no drug contra 
were earned out at the meeting, 
the international federation, 
Fina, said yesterday, 
Pankratov broke the short- 
course world marks in the TOO 
and 2 00 metres butterfly at a 
World Cup event in Paris, on 3 
February clocking lmin 
5234sec in the 200 on 3 Feb- 


ruary and 51 .94 sec in the 100m 
the following day. 

Fina derided last November 
that doping controls should be 
carried out within 24 hours for 
a world record to be recognised. 

The short-course 100m but- 
terfly world record remains 
with Canada’s Marcel Gery 
(52.07) and the 200m mark 
with Frenchman Franck Es- 
posito (1:53.05). 

Pankratov broke the long- 
course 100 and 200m butterfly 
records last year. 


TUESDAY'S FOOTBALL RESULTS 


LSrensbyO; Surv** 
mod 4 Reading 2. 
srttatdl Wafcrf 1 ; 


LEFA CUP Send-finalD L. 

1 Bbjwp Murach 2 (Sfowntiffi 4-3 o n » 
ai»s|; Bertram 1 SBW Pragja 0 (Meat* 
\»in 2-0 on aggnsffua)- 
FACARUMGPREKERSMR Grafton 1 Over- 
pod J. 

-—«* Or* P i n W o n: Port 

Sundartand 3 BKmrgran 
2. Second OMskw: 
t (Word tm 1 Nobs 
C ounty 1; Wycombe lSothBrtwn r-tMidH- 
vtsfcwc CsnbridgB 2 Prasmn 1: OoWmswI 
QtMora 1; ifirefonJ 3 Plymouth O: Mans- 
fteU 2 RocMste 2; Samthort* l Bwy 2 . 

BEtL%Se0ntSHI£ASUEPl»d4rDMslm 
ftorock Thtste 1 Atadeen 1. 

CM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE BaffiCp 1 HB- 
dermnster 1 hecerwtg 1 Stevena ge 2; North- 
ma 1 Maeefcsfeti £ Huneom 0 StaMtfdge 
1; Southport 1 Morecair&e 1: Wolong 2 Fam- 
DMOU011. 

ones FQ0URE& Pomtos 

dtoK Oortw 1 TtenniBd SheffieWM 2WW 

StMmtti 1 fil Yeetii cap MMMMd MOOOd 
Mg: MmMdon 2 tttat Ham 3 flWBt Hamvm 

Owi MB HU ll iMMMB uln UMnH* - 

Bdw flSSiSeGfMt tamauj [Oi fe*S“|** 

N3taB^2TjpBwtiHNBwd7CIac&irt2:Wic>i 

3 SuauyTqy ftwaoml - 


2 : wtmeyO Scnnomume 2 . MHM 

DMslore Bury Irani Quay 3: BeshamlHad- 
tflffih U Grantham 2 Bu*h£wrn Tarn 1; 
Siourtiriflra 2 BteMn 1 IMBond I a ng n s Plw- 
Brier dSSob: Bfytft Spartans2 Martoe * Cot- 

wyn By 0 B^riitewuontrt y n HratPW MMC 

ricten ft* vtaosap 1 Eastwood Tom 2. Jefc 
Punter P Mi i oic Boreham Wood 2 
Chosey 0; artxnfcy 1 St Abars O; EnfciJ 3 Pa- 
B^ftH^OSuBonUtdftHftWnOYeaa. 
nr SC KfrwawUan 2 ashen's Stonbra * im 
3A^,'- :: y2. mterfc* E*pra*» Mtdbnf A4- 
atatcenaJi 3 Wltenfna 0: B ofctnae St 
Mete* 3 Halesowen Kunn 0; HincMsyAlh- 
yjuc 0 S»x>w* Bwcush Z. Knypw*ey Vcwtt 
4 Bmel 0; OUur 1 SMpriw* i£nm?<5e fty 
caster 2 Smaford U VJest MxOatto. Pofco 3 
Rum* Olymp* l: BotenaB Swifts 0 CbaaeUMi 


^ Snsmi 


4 SGJIWB ft OaWBjf 1 

sazsaegSBfi2g& 

ISISBt 

tet SHraant 3; Enth & Bgwdm: 2 YW 

!^0WaWto0Vto2;WB^8upsr-Mare3 


CWhran D Dar^ ft Cray ViWdews 1 SMe 

Green I; Cnjckartm l Bacfcanrem 0; Sanuts- 
mefld 3 lj TonbndgB Wees 1 Gr e ara wc t i 

Beraugfi ft WNtsaae 1 ftnmf .ftmt Mb 
MpM fraoriar DMalncCBlne 1 Odd Ctoan 
SjFauHortBmwsimttajBifiBicIftlWBSSJtajrO 
fttdpon a Norn Watf bnartto nrat 

CorrahSQttVl Bsna»Cny2: atwVateOBSr- 

jy lfflany t*ftJaani8*,- R«3Ca«iaitoH2;lft- 
ter CanMT O CMnuran ft unnsantflrau 4 
Caeisia 0. Bm hWtftra aaraMteU mpay: 
fflent oranZ Cm aiim L W mytawr Sg- 


Badmhitofi 

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP (HwnlnC. Den- 
maric) Mama atadtaa secoad iwaab LUode- 
WCFfl) M B tow (BUJ 15-9 l&ft H Spere 
(Nor) bi A Antropov (Rib) 15-12 15-3; C Brut 
(NwM ta D Zlete (Pon 15-15 1S-18 1S-6; i 
Otason (Swq) t* F S*o iPod 15-5 15ft 0 Me- 
son (Sara) btTWapp l&K) 1 W 15-9; M Bu- 

S » (fieri M V bzhoi (Rus) JM 15- ID; P 
ftrsKsy (Noth) bt A Kvedarauskas flJth) 15- 
T 15-T; R Liliequtst (Fin) S*. i ttadmedita (Pan 
15-6 15-2. WoaoB'a eingba second mint 
K Moigwi (WBQ bt J Baumejet ISwtt) 11-2 li- 
ft S Muller (Gen UTGnes lEng) 11 -3 U-4; 
T vote (Frt « A Kocsb (Hunl 11-6 3-11 li- 
ft 1 Mann (Bug M M &rswt (Bed U-2 lift 
sen (&n) 


Patner, j Legman) ta North Wabfwm (7 On, S 
adM 32-S ftraar (A Godsei, C Janes) M Harte- 
pool (I Jackson. PSKOhenaon) 35-9; NOTCng- 
ham ID Robinson, B Money) bt Mtesttocot (G 
Manerafl. S VWanan) 24-lft UCB Cefcwhane (M 
Danes. D Francs) btDiBbotTwU SINK Wlactv 
snn) 25-17; Crappne Nonon (S OmtootH. 1 
Gfflett) at Bartdng (S FfcaJiig, C Bryan) 22-17; 
Newcsfla (5 Haney. M Ionian) Of CarntwdSI 
' ■ " ' snonOrtamW 


[CroaOaZaged), PrmriciOsflek). B«la(fc(Vaiieta 
Varardn). 

DQaWRK B SQUAD (v ScoWnd B, Ny Unft 
tac FaMar, 23 4pdQ: Sorarmn (ueye). Hash 
(Odense), Ptocbnft WGF Aarhus). Hr (FC 
Copenrogen), Hyttsr (Lyn^ry), ToMason 
(Hetmnwen), N Jansen HynfW. J Jensen 
(BrandDy). Larsen UynbaO. Qw (Brendby), 
Tonassen (Heesanwon). B CtuMemen (Lyrv 
ft, J m B sas n n (AGP Aarhus), MoOer (Bmnd- 
n. B CtMatenoon (Composneta), Andaman 


(pswch jASBa. R Cutes) 25-13; Smenagt IS 


Apps. T 
out) 21-15. 


i bt Dcnyen (P BromtaU, J F54- 


M Pedersen (Den) bt S ftmbour (Ft) 11-3 li- 
ft M Bora (Sw) bt 0 Manm (SCO) 10-12 11- 
3 11-1; JMeutendjlB (Noth) M C S»w (Nor) 
U-0 ll-O; K Mrasn»sla IPoO M A Medstrom 
(flni 11-S 11-4. 

Basefa afl 

AMBBCNN LEABUG: Oetros lSTororrioS; MS- 
<Biw 6 Her ftdl YMaas 3: Bdanarp 6 Boston 
V Kansas City B QUcagr u»i» Sox 5: Oene- 
land 7 Mmesota ft Terns 5 Ostdand 3; Seat- 
da 5 Conforms 3. 

NAnONAL LfAGUE: Qacago CU» 6 CnanrieB 
3: Montreal 7 PhtoddphB 6; Attorns 5 Rondo 
Z Houston 9 New Ytth Mas ft Pmsburab 12 
St Luis 3; San DW0r 10 Colorado ft San Fran- 
qbco 5 las Angeles 3. 

BaskatbaB 

NBA: Oevefond 80 Ad a*a 77; Orlaido 113 
WcsfWMon 95; LA Latos 113 ttflas 95; 
ar 86 MHnAiae 8Q; Phoem 111 Hoibssi 100; 
Utah 108 LA Oppecs 85; San Antomo ® van- 
C0UH9T8& 


Cricket 

Lancashire have appointed John Stan- 
worth to a the vacancy created by David 
Uosti’s promotion kj En^ard cxach. Club 
officials met with captain Mlke WaUdn- 

juet ^w^before ttielr opwcrrSS 
of the new season, a flaw day friendly 
against Yorkshire at Old Trafford. 
SHARIAH CUP LIMITED OVERS TOUftNA- 
USiT (Sm4ah, IME): MB 215 tor 8 SO mas; 
V Ramon: 50, A Jadcya 7lr»l. South AMca 216 
for 5 (47 J. owrs; D CuAnan 64. D Oootes 54). 
South Africa bt tanln by Ifve wtdseta. 

Pinal atanAiQi P UT L Pta 

South AMca 4 4 0 8 

Ma 4 13 2 

A 13 2 


Bowls 


S8 


. B HofchtO KBoramn (S lane, DHsjne) 
19-12; DanM Stone bsdgo « McGfow, M Bnt*) 
bt Knesthorpe (N McKee. P Reeve) 24-15: 
WUMefflD (M and R Newman) bt Essex 
Coumy B Cooper. P Maynad) 20-6; Bendram 
(A was T ABoock) m East Dtnet (C Maran. J 
Hanes) 23-13: Way Valey © OToote, A Hozto) 
btYotu fT Sermon. C Bamran) 25-14; Gtanfiara 
(M Putttg, DAuctentfl ta inm ParkfBMar- 
tft DThoRveori) 27-17; learisser CJMb, Atransi 
bt tSCA (J Loorlre. K PhBfos) 17-16. Stanley {C 


South AUrfca maac Indb In Friday's ftnoL 

Football 

Bany Tbwn secured the foagjs of Wales 
ride thanks to Tuesday's 1-0 win at EbOw 
Vale and will play h next season's Uefa 
Cup. Liansantffraid, who meet Barry In 
next month's wash Cup final, are guar- 
anteed a place In theCup-Wmers' Cup. 
CROATIA SglAD ArrimatftnM OtaKfiy 
fond, WamWay, 24 AfuVp Lade (0n» 


(1880 Munch), Sthnac (Derby County). BUfc 
(West Ham), Jartcm ptee Onedoj, jarni (Reel 
Beds). Stank: (CUr Bruges), Bobao (Ulan). 

: (Hatduk SpuO. Joroevic (Heburg). 
e iGamba O 


Suker (Seville). Vbwic (Padova). Soldo 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


Bowing {to date): Vtadon 3-1-mft^ Thomas 
2-1-5-ft craft 3-2-1-0; Barvack 2-1- l-O. 
Uraptras: R A White and J W Uerytts. 
OJtfort University v Ourham 
THE PARKS: thatuaa have scored 334 runs 
nitboat loss in their flrst barings v Oxford 
IMwecsHy. 

Durtam wen toss 
DURHAM - ftret hmJntes 
SHcaonnotout 


Fkal day of three; 1X30 today 
C ambridg e IMv v Otamorgm 
RENTER'S; Cambridge UrrivmsJty, wttbon 
ttrt itaMuky wid ta ts isfndhifc baS 
( Rau ior ga a by 243 im. 

Cambridge Unhealty won css 
GLAMORGAN - First Emaoes 

S P James c Smjfi b Has® 12 

H Moms not out .126 


DLKanp not ou: -- 

Ib4.lb4.w2.nbl2} »_ 


- 103 

21 

Tbbd (far 1 dec, 99L4 ouaiW 282 

ft* 1-15. 

MdTaAbatADdftHSPMt^ira^PACOC^. 
R D S Quit S 0 Thomas. fC P Meaut. S i. 
WaSfotvSRBareacK. 

BotOne Haste 15-0-4T-1; Mohs* 24^-32- 
OjWxttaE 32- Hew20^44O; itres 

ftt 4-10-364); House 7-2-350. 

CAMORDGC DHVBtSnv - R«* 

RTReeukSfc.-KOt: 4 

ETSrrtei net ou: — 

Extras PO; 


*M a Rosebery not our — — .... — 145 

Ettas Cj 9, 07, wl) 1? 

Total (for 0,33 Mttj 334 


**■1 (tor 0.U oms). 


To bat J E Moms. J A Daley, J I Longey, S 
DBahedt, tCWScos, NKSeen, jfloimg, 
S J E Brawn. U M Bros. 

Btwtag flb fW>): Du Pnel5-l-53ft Thom- 
son 2S-347 -0: MajJi lS-l-63-a Mather 14 
1-6&0; WaSi 21-7-41-6: Khan 3C-1SO: 
Suaidfa 40-100. 

OXFORD UMVERSBY; *C M Gups, I J Sut- 
fiffe. A C f*nSey. G A man, U A WaffK H S 
MED Wrac, fj N Baay. R B Thom- 
-~zt scn.DPMaaw.SPcuPrae. 

thradraE N G OwseyardAGTWnieneacL 


OB 


7a tab A, 'RQCse, w i Havse, R 0 
Jones, tO R H CWrsn, \ 1 Has*. A R Wti- 
8t.GR Moffat, E Kasr. 


Starting today 

FRST4USS MAICH -Hretday of fMfcOU 
Tufbrd. Lancasftre u Vatefwe rutf. 


Ice hockey 

Nottingham Pmthets haw aaeed to join 
the new SuperLeague, completing the 
eight-efub line-up fcr next season's In- 
augural competition. The Panthers, 
who were runners-up to Sheffield Steel- 
ers In tivs season's Wembiey play-oRs. 
will Join Cardiff Devils, Manchester 
Storm, Bracknell Bees. Sheffield Stee+- 
ers, Basin^toke Bison, Newcastle 
Wasps and the new Ayr team in for the 
SuperLeague's first season. 

NHL PLAY-OFFS: Eastern Cwdoram Bret 
round: Monbeal 3 NT 2 fop (Monm- 

aliaad oess-o(-s«ven-eame series l-Cta f^todel- 
ptaa 7 Tampa Bay 3 (PWbdefoW toed l-OI; St 
Loub 3 Toramo 1 (St Louis leotf l-0)\ Colorado 
5 Vancouver 2 (Ootorado tea 0 14V. 

Olympic Games 

Ethiopia are id lobt)y Olympic officials 
65 make timetable change $o that Haile 
GebreseJassie and Derartu Tulu can go 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


A trial is not expected to begin 
until late summer or early au- 
tumn. 

Pete Sampras celebrated his 
return to the top of the world 
rankings with 6-3, 6-2 victory 
over nance’s Lionel Roux in 
the Japan Open in Ibkyo, a per- 
formance that included 15 aces. 

Michael Chang, the No 2 
seed, momentarily worried by 
some sharp shots from Ger- 
many’s Alex Radulescu, took 
control in the third set and also 
advanced to the last 16 with a 
6-2, 3-6, 6-1 victory. 


fix both the 5,000 and 10,000 metres 
gold in Atlanta. The triple world record 
holder, Gebreselassie, and Tulu, the 
1902 Oijmplc women's 10,000m gold 
medallist, have each been entered for 
both everts, but their coach, Wolde 
Mes tel Kostins, says the present sched- 
ule make It Impossible for them to go 
fix the double. 

Pools dMdeods 

LimEWOOOft 24pte 20 praet ol £61^6^5; 
23 306 prteK of £436.55; 22 3.474 prizes of 
£33.00; 21 21.758 prints Ol £7.90: 20 
1AAJM1 taxes of £1.75; Rur dram 277 prints 
of £13^5: 30 bOM 320 praes or £1£L40: 
Flw H«y> 99 press of £9125. 

SI IBIS: Itttbte obUKte 24pte £1.615.05. 
23 EL7X6. 22 C530. 21 10.45. Top 3fl points 
pool: IBpte £10350. 38 £& Eaiy ate £zasa 
Pour (tan £10-80. Hght horns £3320. Four 
awayc £684, Lndq> numbers 14 4 38 22 5 
27. 

mrm»Si^ Treble ttemt 24fto £70ft8D. 23 
£21-60. 22 £2-90. Fow rinMts £19.60. H*bt 
homes £1.70. Rra oways £5550. 
VERNONS: ITatrio dteneo: 24pte £0,129.65. 
23 £188.00. 22 £1555, 21 £4^ft 10 homos: 
£29.05; Ftee mays: SS.50. 


Britain's Greg Rusedski 
moved into the third round of 
with a 6-7, 7-5, 64 victory over 
the local favourite Shuzo Mat- 
suoka. Rusedski, the No 13 
seed, triumphed in a battle of 
the big servers, hitting 10 aces 
to his opponent’s seven. 

As Rusedski went marching 
on, fellow Briton Chris Wilkin- 
son, suffered a 64, 6-3 second- 
round defeat at the hands of the 
American Jeff Tarangp. Wilkin- 
son had beaten Marcos On- 
dniska of South Africa 6-1, 6-1 
in his opening match. 


tf K NaptsuKu (Japan) 7-6 64; A Ftaaer (US) 
bt K TahiDB (JHpart 6-2 6-ft N Kpnuta Open) 
bt P Kamstra (Netti) 6-0 6-ft MWMdriUAt- 
nteyer (US) K A EBmxxI Wus) 8-3 6M; L Cour- 
BW (Bel) bt Y Kamto (Japan) 3-6 7-5 6-3; C 
Moranu (US) btS Rattler (Neth) 6-44-6 6-2; 
Krt) IDS) bt L Wtd (US) 7-6 4-6 6-£ YYastu- 
da (Japan) bt N Feber (Bel) 5-76-46-1-Sue- 
andl reun± K Dale (tepen) bt A Graasraan (US) 

7-5 6-4; A Sugfioma Uspon) bt M Endo (Japan) 
W 3-6 7-5; Kltechvwren (Get) btN Pahknan 
(pH) 6-4 6-4; KStufentoua (Stovok) DtLCour- 
tote [BeO 6-4 6-2. 

BERMUDA OPEN (P»*et, Brnmaria) 
ta* round: F SauBatl (Arg) bt A CheftoumdSi) 
&3 6-ft B Wmre, (USttt S Dnn> (Mat B-4 

5- 7 7-6; M Zaoateta (Arg bt M Pomfott (59tw^ 

6- 0 7-5; L Adrian Morion (Ecu) bt C Woodiuir 
(US) 44 74 6-3; VSparioa (US) taR Framtxwt 

(Aus) 6-4 3-66^' KGmssta (Bel) btDPescar- 

hi Otomi 6-3 6 -<; M WMander C9m) HC F Itet- 
0 ani (Bo 6-2 6 - 2 ; P Rafter (Aus) bt F Down (An) 
6-4 3-6 6-4. DoifoiM ftnet ramut: V Spadra 
(US) and C wan Ransbura (SAI bt K Flacli aid B 
SMton (US) 6-2 3-6 S-3; J Frana (Ar0 aid K 
NcMoek (US) MB Betaens and B Hamn-Dent 


sport 

Dods left 
out of 
Scotland 
squad 

Rugby union 


Michael Dods, Scotland's hero 
against France in the Five Na- 
tions’ Championship, yester- 
day paid the price for 
inconsistency when lie was left 

out of the party to tour New 
Zealand this summer. 

Hie Northampton winger's 
surprise omission is partly due 
to a knee injury he is carrying, 
although a more candid as- 
sessment was offered by the 
Scottish team manager, Jim 
Teller. “The real reason is that 
Dods is not good enough,” 
Tfelfer said. 

Dods appeared in aD of Scot- 
land’s Five Nations matches this 
season and accounted for all 19 
of his side's points against 
France, which included two 
classy tries. But Tetfer, whose 
players wfll be on contracts 
worth around £15,000 per man 
for the trip, said: ^Selection for 
international matches is not the 
same as for tours. We need 
physical players for New 
Zealand." 

The luckless Dods evident- 
ly fell short of proving himself 
a reliable goal-kicker, and 
Tfelfer explained: “W e analysed 
his performance and found 

that m the Five Nations he had 

only a 47 per cent success 

rate, and that is not good 
enough.” 

Scotland, though, have no ob- 
vious kicker to fill the vacancy 
and Telfer conceded that his 

tour party will have to depend 

on Rowen Shepherd. Gregor 

Townsend, Craig Chalmers and 

Stuart Lang. 

The other notable absence 

from the 30-strong squad is 

that of top scrum-half Bryan 

Redpath. described by Telfer as 

“an integral member of the 
team”. The Melrose player is 

suffering from a stress fracture 

in the lower part of his back and 

has been advised to rest. 

In the back row Scotland 
have opted for 23-year-old New 
Zealander Nick Broughton of 
Melrose as one of the four 
flankers. 

Dunedin-born Broughton to- 
day warned that it would be a 
hard tour for Scotland, but 
said: “The New Zealand side is 
in a period of change just now. 
This could be tbe best chance 

Scotland have of beating the All 

Blacks.” 

5COIUND RAfDYIto fore NnwZSwfand. Hoy- 

Jm 1998): S D (Hence R»), R J S Shep- 

hant (Melrose), c A Joteor (Melrose). K M 

Lutfan (String Comjfl. AG Stanfiat Otevrick). 

D A Steifc (Bdrougmsiri, B R S Qflswon (Lon- 

don Scottish). S Hastings (Wnsontangi, I C 
JartihM (Surfing Comfy). A 6 Steal (Melrose.'. 

C M Chalmara (Mai rase). G P J Townsend 

(Northampton), G Armstrong (Newcastle Gos- 

fonh). A O WceJ (Bath), DlWHttca (Bath). 

T 1 Smitfl (WMarans), B D Stewart fEtfin- 

buftfiAaackmtiate). P H Might {Boroufjnmun, 

D CTBto (CwtIb). K D McKenzie (Sbrfog Coun- 
ty). S J Cranpbell (Dundee Kgi School FP). 

D F Crania (Bow-gas), S Moray (EtSnburgh 

Academtotite), G Wreter (Newcastle Gosforai). 

N J R Brautfiton (Melrose), I R Smith 

(Qranew), R I Wakiwt0ti (WUsorms, espi). 

P UMtoo (Newaaie Gosfonh), E W PMbi» 
(Bath). BLftenwfck (Hawk*). 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


1,156 

The number of legitimate de- j 
liveries sent down tv the 
bowlers of Oxford and Cam- 
bridge University yesterday. 
Between them they managed 
to dismiss one batsman: 
Glamorgan's Steve James. 
They conceded 596 runs. 


bmHuill 

ruyupo n 


PatteSGWjfDep u Corofta DO) (7-*5)_- 

BORD QA1S LEteUIE OF IRELAND Premier 
DMcIok Duutaliv St Ranch's Atiteoe (7^45). 


Knesoxuri 

reSwead 


v Duhweh HamteL Sacond OMteon: 

Athlete v Hungerfnd Tom (7.45); Bracknel v 

Edgwaro (TAB): Hamel Hempasad v Canwy 

Island (7.45). Third Division: Ateiey v Trtng 

(7.45); Nofttwood v Harefiekt 
BEAZSi HOMES LEAGUE Southern DMsion: 
WtneyvAShfend(7^151;YafivTort«t¥i(7-45V 
JEW50N EASTERN LEAGUE Premfor Dhriskni: 
Wfebech v Diss Woodbndga v Fatenham. 
NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Rrst Dt- 
tAskm: Butsco^t v Kdsgrme (7.45); Rmou 
v Btxxte; Newcastle Tcwn v OOheroe. 
WNSTDMLEAD KSIT LEAGUE Hrtt Uvkfoa: 
Furness v Beckenham. 

PONTIUS LEABUE First DMskxc Everton v 
Tranmere (7.01; Leeds v Oldham (7-0); Not- 
tttfham FOrest v Sheffield Utd (7.0i; Sheffield 
Wednesday v Stt*e (7.01. Secsrtd DtvWan: 
Yorti v enemy i7.0). TUiri OMsfon: iMedtam 
v Walsall (7X1). 

AVON INSURANCE COMBMATtON Hrst » 
vMOK Bnghton v Tonenham (2X1): Charlton v 
Swuidon u . 0 ). Secoad Dhriakm: Caitiff City 
v Brtnwgnara Csy 12.01. 

BasketimO 

BUDWBSER CHAMPIONSHP PtAY-OFFS Quoc- 
second kff Low To*« H)nT»»nM 
vatey Tigers .a ;R 0 c Ormingnani BUtets (1) v 
DOTy Smr (01 (8.0). 

Speedway 

7. 5C i^tfoss sawa 

PRElitiER LBVOtfe Ip^wcn Hufl; London v Easi- 

boune; ViCttegraugi '- Swmdon. 

speedhay siar CUP fm rawe Wt lee sner 

fiMvSqefora:7.A5:. 

Other sports 

80WLS: M-n's Inc oar Cnanwmws 

;MeTjr. SIMM/., 


Rqgby League 

The Super League dub Warrington 
have transfix feted their Welsh in- 
ternational winger. Jason Lee, at 
£30.000 after he asted for a move be- 
cause of limited opportunities at Wflder- 
spool- Lee, who won Ns one cap as a 
substitute a^fnst Australia in 1994, 
scried from the Bradford Junior dub Dud- 
ley HiD in April 1994 but has been un- 
able to earn s place ahead of Mark 
Raster or their new signing, Richard 
Henare 

Tamils 

For the first time in the Open era, all 
the worid's top men and women play- 
eis have entered the Ftench Open, which 
starts on 2 7 May. The French leg of the 
Grand Slam directly accepts 104 play- 
ers into the men's draw and 112 play- 
ers In the women's draw Other spots 
are awarded to quaRfieis and wild canted 
JAPAN OPEN (Tokyo) Man's singles, first 
rourafc A Radulescu (Go) M G Moteraua 
(Japan) 7-6 6-0; J van Here* (BoD bt A Jw- 
lyd (Swe) 7-5 6-ft T Johansson (Sme) bt G 
Pnra no 6-0 4-6 6-1; w Btoc* iZkri) be A C*- 
hovsky (Rus) 7-6 6-ft C HHdnson (GB) tri M 
Ononisha (SA) 6-1 6-1; J-PFteurian (Fr}KA 
Voitov (Rus) 6-4 6-4: LRoia{Fr)ta A 03nen 
(US) 7-5 5-7 6-3; G Forget (Fr) H J CUnha- 
SS«a (Pon 6-2 7-5; KWyacta (Japan) WJGol- 
mara (Fr) 6-4 1-6 7-6: j Hasah (San) bt L 
RBhmann (Ger) 7-6 3-6 3-0 rttit F Fertertein 
(Deni bt M Damn (CzRepj 7-6 7-6. Second 
reond: R Reneberg (US) bt S Campbeg (US) 

6-1 641; SLareau (Can) bt j Siemei** (Neth) 
6-7 6-2 6-1; r Enqvtst (Swe) bt J ran Herak 

iBane-? 6-1 M Norman (Swe) in KCartew 
(Den) 6-3 6-2: J Twangp (US) KCWBKstsoo 
(GB) 6-4 6-3; H Dreekmann (Ger) bt J R$n- 
anbnnk (Gert 6-1 6-3: T Woodbnd® (Aus) bt 
TSua* (Japan) 6-26-1; (13) G ifosaosia (GB) 
bt S Matsuoka (Japan) 6-7 7-5 6-4; W Fer- 
im (SA) «T Johansson (Sue) 5-7 6-3 6-3; 
M Ctarg (US) tx A Rathfeseu (Gen 6-5 36 
6-1; G Forget (Fr) btKMqami U»an) 6-06- 
3: F Feoemn (Den) bt J Hbsek (9wft) 6-3 6- 
7 6-4; M woodforda (Am) bt W Btoch Bun) 
6-4 6-2; R Ktqcak (Neth) teJ-PFOieian (Frl 
6-3 6-3; D Pnnote (Gal bt J Hitistok (Sfovak) 
5-7 6-3 6-4. Doubles first wind tafort- 
ad): K Knmaar am D Randan (ug) r W Arttas 
lAiai and T Henman (G8) 6-4 5-7 6-5; D Fto- 
nosi (Get) and G Aisedsia (GB1« J Curtia- 
Stha (Par) and J-P Reumn (Ft) 6-3 6-4. 
WooMnls ctatfas fin* round: N DaHmst (Rn> 


RACING RESULTS 


NEWMARKET 

ftOtte 3.THMAADB> (R Ms) 33-1; 2. Re- 
aflyA Dream U-2; 3. Cfawtotle Corriay 50- 
1. 18 ran. 5-4 (av Kerry Ring (4th). X 3V*. 
(P Watayn). Tote: £48 JO; £8.00. £2.10. 
£5^ia OF: £167.80. CSF; £20ft98- Trio: Not 
twa NR: CWoe’s Anchor. 

2-35: 3_ TARAWA (R Hu^ies) 10-1; 2. 
M o traais fc 8-1; 3. Roalnfi Mtestret 6-1. 14 
ran. 9-2 fav BKxnberg (5tfu. Sht-hd, 2*ft. (N 
Cafia^ian). TMk £10.00; £3.10, £2.70, 
LLBO. DR £30.90. CSR £73J3. Tncast 
£432.89. Trio: £4240. After a stewards' In- 
quiry, ptactngs stand. 

ft05c 1 . IUSO (MJ Wnarte) 14-1; 2 , Smart 
Alao 6-4 lav; 3. Flat bland 4-1 B mo. Hd. 
IVj. <C Britcan). Tote: £15.70; £2.40, £150, 
EL5D. DF: £17^0. CSF: £33432. Tm £25.00. 

ft40; 1 CAYMAN KAI (Pat Eddery) 7-2 It 
(ar. 2. Projection B-l; 3. Wortd Premier 9- 
1 Srsn. 7-2 Jl fev Tumbleweed FbdflB (Stfi). 
XV*. nh. (R Harmon). Tote: £3.70; £160, 
£ftia £ft20. DF: £19^0. CSR £27^1 Trv 
casC £198.33. 

4J5: 1 PROGRESSMN (M Banff 9-1 2 . 
Spewd To toad 5-1 fav; 3. Opera Buff 11-2. 
3B tan. 2 . IV*. (C Murayl.Totec £950; £250, 
£2.40. £2.00. DF: £23.80. CS=: £4&fil Tn- 
casc £25159. Tntr. £3330. NR: Barunora. 
After a stewards' mqmry. piacm^ stand. 

4.45: 1 CARMME LAKE (J Red) 1-2 fov; 
2. Dome Laura 20-1 3. SAca Key SAca 25- 
1 6 ran. 2Va. 2Vi (P Chapote-Heni). Tot* 
£150; £120. £130. DF: ^20. CSF: £937. 

5JZ0: 1 FARASAN (G Carter) 16-1 ft 
Whitewater Affair 14-1; 3. Shanton 0-1 
20 ran. 7-2 Jt favs Master Boots, Mubartwi. 
Sht-hd. 2%. (H Ceraf). Tote: £27.00; JS.60, 
C&80. £3-50. OF: £492.00. CSF: £22170. 
NR: AfcBUS. Trio: £375.50. 

JacKpoC Not won. Pool of £14^7951 ear- 
ned forward ta NewmarVet today. 

Ptasepob £216.10. Quadpoh £10.60. 
Place ft £133.23. Place 5: £1727. 

CHELTENHAM 

120: 1 TRYING AGAIN (R DunMXXfy) 

WWS lav; ft Air Shi* 7-4; 3. Tothewooda 
10-1 7 ran. 4. 19. (OGaTCtffo). fete; £190: 
£140, £140. DF: £1.90. CSF: £2.99. 

1 TIGHT FIST ;M A fiegerawi 16- 
1 ft Headwind 6-2 for. ft Hatena 50 L 
23 ran, L^-i, H Krafltfl. Tote; 

£22 60; £4.10. £160. £15 -W. OF: £30 50. 
CSF: £5181 Tna £519 00- r^Rs - AwrC Trie 
Gate, YoaSer.erOeiie'-ec. A^tr a ste».orSs‘ n- 
Qury, placnga stana. 

130: 1 HOLLAM) HOUSE Air C Vigx:- 
6-4 fav. 2. Hermes Harvest 7-2; 3. 
Ca tc to peony 20-1 14 ran. 7. 2 H rp Cr^r,- 
rtg&i. Tote: £2.60; £160, £2.40. £3 SO DF: 
£4.50. CSF; £7J5. Tr^. £2120. 


4am 1 SUN SURFER IS WynmH S-l ft 
Jbnmy^i Cross ll-ft 3L Castle Secret 14-1 
J5 ran. 9-2 tw Man*, t V«. & (T Fbretert. Tote: 
£10.10; £3.10, £190. £3.50. DF: 139. .01 1 
CSF: £50.03. Tncasc £569.02. Tno: £6930. 

435: 1 MBIQt OPDY (M A Fragst*» 9^ 
ft ft Jbiwb The Fbst G-l ft Splrering Steel 
6-1 7 ran. far Medras Swan 5ong (fen. 
22.26. U King). Tote: £6.60; £2.70. £2JL0. 
DF: £7.4U CSR £28.23. 

51D: 1 VALLEY GARDEN (A P McCoy) 5- 

1 ; ft El Ftedtfla 25-1 ft TeOehem u- 2 ; 

4. Fantastic Fleet 20 - 1 23 ibtl 4-1 lav Hate 
Derone (5tn). 2V.\ 4. 0 J OTtefl. Tote; £5.90 
£170. £3 SO. £160. £6S0. OR £64.00. 
CSF; £121.67. Tncasc £679.24. Tno: 
£323.60. NRs: Rascally & Spa Kety. 
Ptacapot £62.10. Quadpot £19.40. 
Pteea ft £126 SS. Rsca 5: £113.70. 

PONTEFRACT 

ft4ft 1 FOOT BATTALION (FLyiKht 14- 
1: ft Swino 13-2; ft Waft Fdr Rosie 100- 
30 lav. 12 ran. Sht-hd. 3. (R Hottnsfteadj 
Tote; £20.70; £6.00, £2.50, £140. OF: 
£105sa CSF: £105S6. Tno: £50.10. 

ft2ai_SPtJCtNC (riFalor) 6-l;ft Wtrit- 
tte Rock 16-1; ft Royal CeOdi 8-1 15 ran. 
4-1 far Sondos. 2’t, j/*. (W Haapsi. Tote: 
KSO: £2.50. £4.00. £2.90. DF: £10160. 
CSR £3 9 .65. Tncasc £732,46. Tno: H»6o 
Wt Ga®jtJu. 

3-50: ft ELECTION DAY (K Dartey) 7-4; 
J 13-8 fav; ft Swntens« Hara^K 

M 32 ran. Nk. 9. (M Stoutei. Tow: £3.00- 
0-70, £120, £2.60. DF: £2.60. CSF : 
£S2a Tno: £Jft90. After a stewards' ngoy, 
placings stand. 

. QUEST IM Henry) 6- 

1 ft M> Handsome Prince 33-1 ft Wa- 
trwford 8-1 4. Premoit 7-2 fav. W ran, 2 :»; 
Jift *• L Eye!- feta £7.90: 1170. £ft20 
£3.50, £190. DF: £79.40. CSF: £1814ft 
Tncasc £1569.55. Tno; £26750. NRs: Bel- 
la Coda. Tandndge, 

7- ASPECT (KFaten) 13 - 
2; ft AraMan Story 15^ fav; 3. FMMNsta 

20-1? ran. hi ho. lEDuntopi.Tol*; £760- 

£3.20. £170. DF; £13,70. CSF. flS® 
ft3aiCARUroBRIGA»nEMFata] 11 - 
4 fc- m , ft Cufteisce 14-1; 3 . Loceretofldo 

8-1 4. Fighting Times GO-l. u ran. 2V-- 
(Mrs J Rorosaeni. lotw £3.5Cr, £L3o" 
£3-00. £160. £15.60. DF: £2830 CSF.’ 
£38.83. Tricasc £262.®. 7na £14ft30. #» 
3ruw. 

BJW; ft DON VITD (T Spreriei 94; ft Kus 

Aibawa 6-4 a.: ft Blurrad 25-1 n » -g, 
6. :» Oanfoni- Toac fftio; £180. ft ?n 
£3.10 OF: £3.00 CSF: £532. Tno; £59J3 q‘ 
Ptaeepoc £279.50. Quadpeti £ 12 . 10 . 
Place 6; £77.03. Place 5: UtlS 
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Everton rule 
Ferguson out 
of Euro 96 


Football 

ALAN NIXON 
and NICK DUXBURY 

Duncan Ferguson, the Scot- 
land and Eve non striker, will 
miss the European Champion- 
ship finals after being ordered 
to rest by his club manager . Joe 
Royle. 

The 6ft 4in Ferguson will not 
have an operation to cure his 
long-term hernia problem. In- 
stead, Everton hope a summer 
holiday will solve the problem. 

Royle broke the news to the 
Scotland manager. Craig 
Brown, yesterday after weeks of 
concern about Ferguson's 


chances of playing in the June 
finals. He will miss Everton’s fi- 
nal two games of the season - 
and Scotland's friendly with 
fellow Championship finalists 
Denmark in Copenhagen next 
Wednesday. 

“We’ve made the decision 
that he won’t play in our last two 
games. We want him to have a 
full rest over the summer to give 
him a chance of a full recovery 
for next season," Royle said. 

The 24-year -old Ferguson 
also spoke with Brown, and was 
distraught about missing the 
biggest football competition in 
England since the 1966 World 
Cup. 

"We have been informed bv 


Police will not 
get subsidy 


The cost of fighting crime on the 
streets during Euro 96 will have 
to be met mainly from existing 
police budgets. ' 

Malcolm George, the Assis- 
tant Chief Constable of Man- 
chester and the officer with 
overall responsibility for the 
toumamenu yesterday admitted 
no special funding will be avail- 
able for a huge operation dur- 
ing the June competition. 

The Football Association, as 
organisers, will pay for the police 
inside the eight grounds at match- 
es from S to 30 June, but there 
will be no extra Government 
money for police to fight hooli- 
ganism or crime on the streets. 

“Any large event provides 
opportunities for the criminal 
and we will mount the largest- 
scale police operation the Unit- 
ed Kingdom has embarked on 
for many years," George said. 
“The bill will have to be met 
from normal police budgets as 
there is no special provision 
from Government-’’ 

He would not estimate the 
number of police to be in- 
volved or the cost but there are 
fears that pickpockets will prey 
on the large crowds and the 
number of burglaries could es- 
calate while householders’ at- 
tention is distracted by match 
coverage on television’ 


Adrian Titcomhe. head of se- 
curity for Euro 96. said: ‘Along 
with millions of people follow- 
ing these games there will be 
those seeking to exploit the 
championship for their own 
criminal ends. We are deter- 
mined to do everything possi- 
ble to stop crime before it 
happens and thwart anybody 
who tries to spod the enjoyment 
of genuine fans.” 

To that end, Euro 96 organ- 
isers yesterday announced a 
link with Crimestoppers. Any- 
one with information about a 
crime can call 0800 555 1 11 to 
report it and remain anony- 
mous. The information will 
then be channelled to police. 
More than 15.000 arrests have 
been made under the scheme 
since it began in 1988. 

Supporters will clearly need 
their personal Telephone books 
with them at all times. The po- 
lice stress that they can still be 
contacted on the emergency 999 
number as well as their Hooli- 
gan Hotline 0800 515 495. 
There are emergency numbers 
of solicitors for fans in trouble 
and an FA hotline for ticket 
sales (099 099 1996) although 
10 of the 31 games are already 
sold out. More than 13 million 
fans arc expected to attend 
with over 250.000 from abroad. 
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ACROSS 

I Quiet broken by lyrical snip- 
pet f7) 

5 Blow short early instrument 

9 Grating tillers, mishandled (7) 

10 It's Mass? (71 

II Girl's sweet chatter (9) 

12 Divorcee? Bill’s faitmul (5) 

13 Sylvan painter, in practice, no 
end (5) 

15 Using giQs. note, in swimming 

(9) 

17 Aliens stumped scouts (9) 

19 Land indicated by compass 

22 Daughter’s quit digs (tittle 
ones) (5) 

23 Freetown’s developing timber 
region (3,6) 


HI 

HI 


25 Soldier with time gels com- 
mission (7) 

26 Trendy, boring English swell 
(7) 

27 Bit of piping's about to yield 
-must be lead (7) 

28 Solemn Queen absorbing 
article at home (7) 

DOWN 

1 A dash of something in ex- 
tra short for Spaniard? (7) 

2 Item of furni ture of the 
spruce kind? (7) 

3 Room? None for this in- 
strument (5) 

4 This is appropriately 
“DOWN 1 (9) 

5 Mere’s engulfed good boat 
(5) 



Cut off from search to probe 


oracle (9) 
So much i 


7 So much paperwork (7) 

8 Porter’s picked up luggage 
item (7) 

14 Settles head for a painting (9) 

16 Former fractures of heel and 
wrist (9) 

17 Become befogged with squad 


ot efe a»i^ 2 S!liS 5 -.: jgi 










BULLS CHARGE INTO HISTORY BOOKS . 

Rupert Cornwell watches Chicago break a basketba 
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Everton that Duncan won’t 
play for anyone again this sea- 
son," Brown said. “Their verdict 
is that he needs complete rest 

“We won't fight that medical 
opinion. It is disappointing, but 
we have to accept it 1 have spo- i 
ken to Duncan and he is quite 
emotional about the whole 
thing. 1 have assured him that , 
there is the World Cup to look 
forward to and this will not 
count against him in the future." 

However, Ferguson's with- 
drawal will leave a bitter taste 
in the mouth, coming as it did 
24 hours after Alan Shearer re- 
vealed he would have a hernia 
operation and still return to play 
for England. 

Royie attempted to calm the 
troubled waters by contacting 
Brown directly, but the feeling 
in Scotland will still be anti- 
Eve non. Royle recently joked 
that he was trying to talk Fer- 
guson out of the Euro 96 finals. 
That caused a storm and yes- 
terday's developments will have 
fuelled Scottish displeasure. 

Ferguson has been plagued 
by hernia problems for more 
than a year. He had an opera- 
tion in lime to play as a substi- 
tute in the FA Cup final, but 
needed further surgery at the 
start of the season, , 

The former Rangers forward 
has been unable to train for the 
past two months and saw a spe- 
cialist about his condition in 
March before bravely playing 
on. 

Ferguson, who missed a 
chunk of this season because he 
was serving a jail sentence, has 
made 20 appearances for Ever- 
too this season- 18 since his re- 
lease from prison - and scored 
seven goals, 

A back injury has forced 
Alan Kelly, the Sheffield Unit- 
ed goalkeeper, to withdraw 
from the Republic of Ireland's 
squad for next Wednesday’s 
friendly against the Czech Re- 
public in Prague. Shay Given, 
the Blackburn keeper on loan 
to Sunderland, will step up if he 
overcomes a rib injury. 

The Part \tole winger Jon Mc- 
Carthy has been brought into 
Northern Ireland's squad for 
their friendly against Sweden in 
Belfast. He replaces the in- 
jured Newcastle forward, 
Keith Gillespie. 

More football, page 27 


in drink ( 53 ) 

18 Profit? Vaudeville 
measure (7) 


brings in a 


20 Unexceptional haD -fol- 
lowed by storm (7) 

21 The chairman's testing re- 

23 lehtio^from city (one from 
Bonn) turned up’(5) 

24 Suggest removing lid from 
strongbox (5‘j 
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World turned upside down: Vitaly Scherbo, of Belarus, competes in the preliminary vault section of the World 
Gymnastics Championships in San Juan, Puerto Rico, which began yesterday Photograph: Pedro Ugarte/AFP 


Speight 

fighting 

fit for 
Sussex 


Cricket 

Martin Speight, ofSussa,y«- 
terday declared himself fully 
fit for the new season after 
missing the whole of last sum- 
mer with post-viral fatigue 

2 S-year-ol d batsm an h as 
successfully rebuilt his fimess 
during six months in New 
Zealand and will play in Sussesrs 
opening Benson and Hedges 
Cup match against Glouces- 
tershire at Bristol next week. 

Speight lost over a stone in 
weight with the virus, which af- 
fects themusdes and joints, but 
said that his winter trip had gone 
so well that a spedalisfs check 
was not required. 

“There were some dark days 
last season but after a full win- 
ter to test my fitness I feel fine 
and am ready to go,” he said. 

“After the effects of playing 
in just one second XI game last 
season 1 knew that I had to con- 
centrate on getting completely 
right for this year, and it’s 
worked out well. 

“1 felt fine during the whole 
of my time in New Zealand 
when I batted a lot for a side 
in the Wellington competi- 
tion, kept wicket and also 
coached/ 

Speight is delighted to be 
making a comeback under the 
former West Indies captain 
Desmond Haynes, who has tak- 
en over as Sussex's new first- 
team coach. “Desmond has got 
everybody relaxed, he wants us 
to enjoy our cricket without feel- 
ing weighed down and the 
mood in the camp is excellent,” 
he said. 

Sussex have not won a trophy 
for nine years, bnt Speight says 
dwelling on their win] ess run 
only creates pressure. 1 don’t 
even think about it Desmond 
believes success will come if we 
relax and play our natural game. 
He wants to bring on the best 
aspects of our cricket and I cer- 
tainly won’t be curbing my at- 
tacking instincts.” 

Haynes said: U A full season 
from Martin should make a big 
difference to our batting line- 
up, which was very inconsistent 
last year. I knew from my time 
at Middlesex that Martin was re- 
spected and bowlers such as An- 
gus Fraser didn’t always enjoy 
facing him, as on his day he can 
take any attack apart.” 

Lancashire are to give a first- 
class debut to South Africa’s 
Steve Ehvortby in the three-day 
friendly against Yorkshire at Old 
Ihifford, which starts today. 
Ehrorthy, a 31-year-old all- 
rounder from Transvaal signed 
to replace Wasim Akram, is 
named in a 13-man squad 
Lancashire are without Mike 
Watkinson, Jason Gallian, John 
Crawley and Glen Chappie, 
who are all included in The Rest 
to play England A at Chelms- 
ford on Saturday. 

Mike Atherton will ra ptam 
the side in the absence of 
Watkinson while the young- 
sters Andrew Ftintoff Richard 
Green and Darren Shadfbid are 
in contention for a place. 
University matches, page 26 
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Finalists cause further 
embarrassment to RFU 
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Rugby Union 

STEVE BALE 

Faced with yet another cause of 
controversy with its clubs, Lhe 
Rugby Football Union yesterday 
acceded to indignant - and very 
belated - demands from its PQk- 
ington Cup finalist dubs for a big- 
ger share of Lhe £1 Jim proceeds. 

Rather than have Bath and 
Leicester boycott the match in- 
stead of performing before a 
world-record club attendance of 
75,000 at Twickenham on 4 
May, the RFU will indulge in a 
form of creative accounting to 
ensure they each receive an ad- 
ditional £10,000 or so on lop of 
the £40.000 already guaranteed. 

This latest dispute came at an 
acutely embarrassing time, on the 
very day that Pilkington was an- 
nouncing a renewal of its cup 
sponsorship for fl.Im over three 
years. The glass manufacturers’ 
previous three-vear deal also 
covering the Pilkington Shield for 
junior dubs, was for £750,000. 
The RFU is now to seek a new 
sponsor for lhe shield in con- 
junction with a competition for 
intermediate dubs to be intro- 
duced next season. 

After the week it has just had 
- a breakdown of its relation- 
ship both with its own senior 
clubs, who have announced 
their withdrawal from cup and 
league next season, and its 
neighbouring unions, which are 


threatening to expel England 
from the Five Nations' Cham- 
pionship - the RFU was bliss- 
fully relieved at finally having 
some good news to impart. 
However, true to recent form, 
it was overshadowed. 

Telephone negotiations be- 
tween Tony Hallett, the ever- 
more harassed RFU secretary, 
and Peter Wheeler, Leicester's 
chief executive, carried on even 
while yesterday’s announce- 
ment was being made. “We 
were concerned about the in- 
come we were going to get 
considering the large adminis- 
trative costs we have incurred 
selling tickets," Wheeler said. 
“Having spoken to Tony Hallett, 
I'm happy that they are now 
looking at ways of bringing 
about a fair amount of revenue 
for the competing finalists.” 

Leicester have sold £300,000- 
worth of tickets for Lhe final, 
which has been a sell-out since 
before the quarter- finals, and 
feel entitled to some recom- 
pense. Until five years ago, 
dubs received a commission of 
1U per cent on ticket sales. 

This year's finalists’ share-out 
- four per cent of the gate less 
the RFU s 15 per cent man- 
agement fee plus other expens- 
es - was agreed by the dubs 
before the start of the season, 
which makes it invidious for 
Bath and Leicester to start com- 
plaining now when the final is 
scarcely a fortnight away. As it 


is, the RFU will cover the extra 
payment under the loose head- 
ings of accommodation, travel 
and administration of tickets. 

Pilkington’s renewed backing 
has occurred against an uneasy 
backdrop, since as things stand 
neither Leicester nor Bath nor 
any other members of England’s 
dub elite intend partidpating. 
Hallett. however, ventures to 
suggest they will. “We do need 
evciy now and again a bit of good 
news," he said. “We believe 
there is no intention whatsoev- 
er to leave the Pilkington Cup." 

David Roycroft, Pilkington’s 
head of corporate affairs, added: 
“The last thing 1 want to do is get 
involved in RFU politics but it 
is quite clear from our actions 
that we see a great future for this 
competition.” Whether this turns 
out to be the case will not be re- 
solved this week, because Cliff 
Brittle, chairman of the RFU, will 
not meet club representatives un- 
til next week at die earliest. 

By then he will no longer be 
able to assert, as he has, that 
English Professional Rugby 
Union Clubs Ltd (Epruc) does 
not or cannot speak for the 
dubs with whom the union is at 
loggerheads. Yesterday the 20 
chairmen of the First and Sec- 
ond Division collectively sent a 
letter to Twickenham that left 
no one in any doubt. 

More rugby union, page 27 
Letters, page 26 
Leading article, page 16 
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